Newport Doors Open day – 19Th September 2010

Newport Doors open day historic tour was dampened a little with the poor weather, however 15 people took part aged from 2 years to senior citizen and from far away as Dunfermline, Balmerino and Dundee.

Led by Mairi Shiels, the tour started in Newport Library and Heritage room and went by way of Blyth Hall, Maryton, the War Memorial. The walk then went by the sites of the old granary, Gas Works and down to the Thomas Telford pier and old post Office.

The tour finished with a tour of Tayfield estate courtesy of William Berry and most of the rain had now passed.

After a break in Manna Café, some of us headed West to Wormit for the second local event.

Wormit Doors Open day – 19Th September 2010
The first ever Wormit doors open day was a great success. This event followed on after the Newport event  and took the form of a historical tour starting from the Tennis club.

There was an excellent turn out of 48 visitors from Edinburgh, Dundee, Glenrothes, Strathmiglo, Balmerino and even from Newport and Wormit, some of whom had been at the earlier Newport event.

At the Tennis club there was a great display of old photographs, trophies, documents etc. all of which had been brought along by local people. Mairi Shiels led the talk and the historic tour and was given support of local people such as Margaret Stevenson, john Dott, Ron Caird, David Cowley who gave account of specific events during their time in the village.

1955 derailment

It was very appropriate that it was in the tennis club that Margaret Stevenson gave an account of her personal involvement in the 1955 train derailment at Wormit on 28th May. The School excursion train was travelling from Tayport to Dundee at 6.53pm with 540 passengers, most of whom were children. Wormit tennis club were having a tennis tournament at the time and they heard a scraping of the train against the tunnel walls on the approach to the station. The tunnel sides kept the train upright till it emerged from the tunnel and the engine and tender derailed and mounted the station platform.

Margaret Stevenson and other tennis club members heard the scraping of the train against the tunnel walls and all rushed up to the station in their tennis whites to help in the rescue.

There were three people killed, all of who were on the footplate of the engine. These were the fireman, a young boy and a church elder. There were also 40 passengers injured and 14 detained in hospital with severe injuries. The train driver died later.

The tennis people worked all through the night giving food and tea to the victims.

Margaret Stevenson’s Father who was the stationmaster gave evidence at the inquest as did John Dott. 

Mairi led the tour to look at the entrances of each railway tunnel – the first was the original tunnel which was in use prior to the original railway disaster of 1879 and the second tunnel was constructed when railway was rebuilt in 1887. This was the tunnel in which the 1955 derailment took place.

Wormit station is now at Boness.

1879 Tay rail bridge disaster

Mairi then led the tour to the shelter of the railway bridge arches and gave a detailed account of the 28th December 1879 disaster.

Carpet beating factory

Ron Caird then gave a very humorous account of his experiences working in the Wormit carpet beating factory which was located near to the bridge. Carpet beating has possibly been overtaken by more modern methods such as vacuum cleaners - Hoovers, Dysons etc. and  Electric shampooing machines.

Wormit Golf course

The group then headed down to Wormit bay where David Cowley talked about the Wormit Golf course which became a victim of “Dig for victory” during the second world war.

Salmon fishing

Also at the bay Mairi talked about wormit salmon fishing and pointed out the two bothies, one at each end of the bay which were fishing stations.

From there the group walked up through the “Ratty tunnel” to the site of the Steele and Brodie Bee Hive producers which was one of only two in the UK. They are still producing hives but have relocated to a more modern facility in Newburgh.

Wormit electric lighting

Mairi then covered the claim of Wormit as the first village in Scotland to have electric lighting. A windmill located on Wormit Hill generated the power, with a steam engine supplementing this when the wind was low. This was later replaced by a coal-gas engine near to the Post Officeand operated until the 1930s, when Wormit was connected to the national grid. Alexander Stewart, who built many of the houses in Wormit, offered electrical lighting to homeowners and also basic street lighting. Consumers paid 10 shillings a quarter and could use as much electricity as they liked. The first houses to have electricity had sun rays painted on the front. These are almost all still visible. 

Some of the group finished the tour at the Taybridge Halt where an ex Wormit man Nigel Clark showed his fathers impressive local history collection over a pint.
