REPORT TO THE NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2011
1.
Community Website - Following the discussion at the last Community Council meeting, arrangements have been made to advertise the site on the Mana Café Information Board.

2.
I hope to have an update on potholes/road repairs for the meeting from Sara Wilson.

3.
Arrangements are being made for a meeting with Ed Watson, Chief Executive of the Sports and Leisure Trust, Ron Caird, Stewart McKiddie and myself to discuss the use and marketing of facilities at Waterstone Crook.

4.
I am still awaiting a date for completion of the “missing link” pathway from the back of Elizabeth Crescent to the end of the road bridge.

5.
I have not yet had a response from NHS Fife to the possibility of using the grounds of Netherlea Hospital for additional orchard planting.
6.
I am looking into the possibility of a red squirrel ropeway being constructed on Cupar Road.  FONT have highlighted this area as a place where red squirrels are crossing the road and I am discussing with John Davidson whether a ropeway might be constructed with land owner’s permission.

7.
77A Bus Service – Over 24 individuals have contacted me in the last month regarding the proposed removal of the 77A bus service.  Most of these individuals live in the Bay Road area but I have also received representations from individuals living in the Kirk Road area of Newport.

8.
I will distribute information on the Fife Cares Home Safety Checks for the homes of individuals who are over 65.  I will also distribute information on free safety checks to keep children safe at home.

9.
Save RAF Leuchars Campaign – I hope everyone has had an opportunity of signing the petition for the above campaign.  These have been widely distributed in shops within both Newport and Wormit over the last few weeks.  It has now been agreed to formally set up a Task Force to support RAF Leuchars and a number of other initiatives are underway.  As people may have seen, Alex Salmond, the First Minister, was speaking at a meeting in Leuchars on Friday 11 February.
10.
Improvements to the public path that connects the High Road and Boat Brae are due to commence this week.  This will improve disabled access to the Brig O Tay Restaurant.

11./
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11.
I am still awaiting a time for the next Maryton Residents Meeting.

12.
Kingdom Housing have advised me that they are prepared to make available a site at the junction of Bridgehead Place/Naughton Road as a possible site for the Tay Rail Bridge Memorial.

13.
Arrangements are now being made by Environmental Services to begin to clear away the sand and grit on the carriageway.  Mechanical sweepers are being used in all built up areas to begin this work.  The material can then be reused as engineering material for landfill sites thus avoiding the necessity of incurring landfill tax. 

14.
As most people will have seen, Fife Council agreed its budget for 2011/12 at a Special Meeting of the Council on Thursday 10 February.  There were 2,120 responses to the Council’s Balancing the Books Consultation with 1,162 (59%) of these responses from Fife Council employees and 796 from non-Council employees.  The information was used to inform the decisions that were taken at the Special Meeting but will also be taken forward for consideration for future years budgets.  I would be happy to answer detailed questions on any concerns that people may have.
15.
Road Failures Riverside Road, Wormit – I have had further correspondence with Alistair Donald and following a further inspection of the carriageway, he will be approaching the sub contractor who carried out the work with requirements for rectification.
16.
There has been more tree felling on the nature trail and this matter has now been taken up by the police – PC MacLeod, who has advised that the individual responsible has been identified and warned as to their future behaviour.  I would again ask that anyone who feels that trees need to be cut down should contact Ian Barbour of Fife Council’s Parks Service.

17.
Flooding on the B946 under the Railway Bridge leaving Wormit has been a problem over the last few weeks.  Arthur Green has advised me that the area has been cleared of mud and the gullies have been jetted.  The problem appears to be due to silt and mud coming off the fields and from the quarry entrance which is blocking the gullies.  The farmer also believes that the outfall from the gullies goes into the large pond on his land which is about 4-5 feet higher than normal due to the recent snow and heavy rain.  He has a digger on site attempting to clear the blockage at the sluice in the pond.  Temporary flood warning signs have also been erected.
18./
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18.
Tayplan Proposed Strategic Development Plan –  There is a meeting of the Tayplan Joint Committee on 16 February which will consider: 

· The proposed Strategic Development Plan for 2012 to 2032.

· The proposed Action Programme.

· The Habitats Regulations Appraisal.
· The Equalities & Human Rights Impact Assessment.

· The Schedule of Tayplan’s Responses to Representations Received.

· Background Topic Papers.

There will be further consultation on the Plan later this year.

19.
Blyth Hall – Tom Phillips has advised me that he has received a quote of £2,000 from the Building Inspector for additional soundproofing measures.  He needs to get more senior management approval to identify a budget for this.
20.
Iain McKinnon, the Tay Road Bridge Manager, advises me that the barge in the river is undertaking ground investigation for the pier collision protection works and will be in place for a further five weeks.  The permanent works will be carried out from the summer of 2011 to summer 2012.  There will be a planned bridge closure on 18 February between 01:00 and 03:00 hours to repair potholes at the south end of the bridge.

21.
BEAR have informed me that they still intend to close off the junctions at Station Brae and Inverdovat before the end of March. 
Tim Brett

14 February 2011
