REPORT TO THE NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MONDAY 9 JANUARY 2012
1.
Faster Broadband – Members may have seen the announcement by BT that Newport and Wormit are due to receive superfast broadband by the summer of 2012.  I have written to Mr James McClafferty, BT’s Regional Partnership Director about this and hope to meet him in the next few weeks to discuss BT’s plans.

2.
Fife Council’s Information Pack – As highlighted in the December Report, the Road Services North Winter Information Pack was distributed before Christmas.  Copies of the disk have been given to the Chair and Secretary of the Community Council and provide further information on winter plans in the Tay Bridgehead Ward and in particular include plans for the snow clearing of residential areas.

3.
Crossing in the High Street – I have received three responses to the letters that went out about the proposed pedestrian crossing in the High Street and have now asked Colin Stirling in Transportation if he will work up the proposal for consideration by the North East Area Committee.

4.
Public Consultation on the Proposal to Provide a Single Site School for Madras College – Further information has been provided on more information sessions/public meetings that will take place during January.  In Wormit, on 23 January, an information session will be provided to P6 and P7 pupils and on 24 January a similar presentation will be given to P6 and P7 pupils at Newport Primary School.  In addition, there were will be a drop-in session on 24 January from 3.30pm to 6.30pm for parents and staff.

The pupil engagement sessions will provide an opportunity for the older pupils in primary schools to make their voices heard.  Pupils will receive the same information as that available at the public engagement events.  Head Teachers have been asked to invite a representative of the Parent Council to attend the pupil engagement sessions.

The format of the evening engagement sessions will be drop-in sessions.  Display boards will show the proposals in detail and officers from Fife Council will be available to answer any questions.  There will also be a public meeting on 12 January at the Kilrymont Campus in St Andrews.

A copy of the consultation paper can be found at www.fifedirect.org.uk/haveyoursay and responses should be returned to the Council by 10 February.
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- 2 -

5.
Housing Waiting Lists – I have been provided with details of the waiting list figures for housing as at 29 December 2011.  In Wormit, 11 individuals have put down Wormit as their first choice but with 93 in total wanting a property in Wormit.  In Newport, 99 individuals have this as their first choice and there are a total of 229 in total.  The waiting list covers all types of Council property and there is now a common waiting list for Council housing as well as Housing Association accommodation.
6.
Kilmany Road, Wormit – Fixed Speeds – I have been advised by Colin Stirling of the results of the speed survey that was undertaken on Kilmany Road following the erection of additional slow down signs.  The surveys were carried out between 27 October and 2 November and were compared with a survey that was undertaken at the end of June before the slow down signs were erected.

The results show that average speeds prior to the signs being installed was 32 miles per hour for southbound vehicles and this has now reduced to 29 miles per hour.  Mr Stirling comments that whilst this may not sound very impressive, it equates to an increase in compliance from 44% of vehicles travelling at or below the speed limit to a new level of 64%, ie a 50% increase.

For northbound vehicles, the before speeds were 29 miles per hour compared to current speeds of 28 miles per hour.

Mr Stirling believes that the new measures have contributed to this reduction in speeding levels and he does not propose any additional measures to be taken at this stage but will continue to monitor vehicle speeds at this location.

7.
Fife Core Paths – Alison Irvine, Senior Access Officer with Fife Council, has advised that the Scottish Government has directed the Council to adopt the Core Paths Plan including a number of modifications.  Core Paths Plan now includes 773 paths totalling 1,405 kilometres.  The Core Paths Plan will be considered at the Council’s Planning Committee on 24 January where it will be recommended for adoption.

In Ward 18, Tay Bridgehead, there were no proposed changes to the draft plan.

8.
Development Plan Update – St Andrews and East Fife Local Plan – Following the hearings that were held in October, we understand that the Reporters are working on their report and recommendations.  We were advised at the end of November of a number of sites which the Reporters intended to gather further information on and these included proposals regarding the Tay Road Bridge Car Park which was included in the original plan as being off Forgan Roundabout.  The new car park is opposite the existing Tay Bridge Car Park and is one the Tay Road Bridge Board are promoting.
9./
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9.
Police Engagement Meeting – The next Police Engagement Meeting will be held on Thursday 12 January in the Blyth Hall.

10.
Tay Road Bridge Closures – I have been contacted by a member of the public from Newport who has written to the Manager of the Road Bridge suggesting a number of improvements to the communication when the Road Bridge is closed.  The suggestions include better meteorological information on the Road Bridge website including progress of any storms and the intention to re-open the Bridge.  It has also been suggested that a text alert system for commuters should be considered to warn them about the likelihood of future closures and inform them when the Bridge has been re-opened.


I have copies of the response from the Tay Road Bridge Manager which I will share with the Community Council.
11.
Waterstone Crook Meeting – A meeting to review the financial position of Waterstone Crook was held on 21 December.  This provided useful information on the way in which Waterstone Crook is currently funded by the Fife Sports and Leisure Trust.

12.
Wormit Farm Housing Development – Further to Councillor Caird’s December Report, I have been advised by Campbell Black of Gladedale Homes that Gladedale/Bett no longer have an interest in the Wormit Farm site.  It may be that the landowner will now try to develop the site with an alternative developer.

13.
Request for a Bus Shelter – West Road, Newport on Tay – I have received a further report from Carol Dunn in the Transportation Department, advising that it would not be possible to erect a shelter eastward of the present area as there is insufficient footway width at this point.  There is however a problem, as I indicated in my last report, that there is currently no funding available for a new shelter.  I can distribute copies of Carol Dunn’s email to those who are particularly interested.

14.
Stop Smoking Support – For anyone who has made a New Year resolution to give up smoking, NHS Fife are providing support to help people quit the habit and adopt healthier lifestyles.  Group programmes have been arranged lasting one hour a week for eight weeks and will begin at Glenrothes Hospital on Wednesday 18 January from 7.00pm to 8.00pm and St Andrews Hospital on 16 January from 5.30pm to 6.30pm.  Anyone interested in taking part should contact the Glenrothes & North East Fife Stop Smoking Service on 0800 032 6672.

15./
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15.
Waterstone Crook Car Park Lighting – I have been advised by Mark Dewar that funding has been identified to install new lanterns with dimming gear at the Waterstone Crook Car Park.  It is hoped that this work will be carried out before the end of March and will help to reduce electricity consumption and be less intrusive for neighbours of the Car Park.
16.
Tayport Road – Following the discussion at the last meeting of the Community Council I have had a further response on this from Dave Smeaton.  Mr Smeaton has advised that the Tayport to Newport Road – the B945, and the Tayport to St Michaels Carriageway Improvement Projects were just below the priorities identified for 2012/13.  Drainage improvement works on the B946 in the vicinity of the Serpentine Layby have been included in the draft programme for promotion in 2012/13.  I can make copies of Mr Smeaton’s email available to anyone who would like to see it.
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