NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT
MONDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2010
1 Housing and Communities Team Leaders – Kate Hughes, Area Services Manager has advised me of the following appointments as Area Team Leaders in North East Fife:-

Colin Gilbert – Housing and Neighbourhoods Team Leader

Fiona Mitchell – Locality Support Team Leader 

Tom Phillips – Community Learning and Development Team Leader

Ian Barbour – Parks and Countryside Team Leader 

Jennifer Taylor – Libraries and Museums Team Leader

The Locality Support Unit is yet to be established to support Community groups.  Councillors will be given a briefing on the way in which the new arrangements will operate.


2 Elizabeth Crescent and Northfield Road, Newport – arrangements have been put in place for the temporary road closure of the above roads from Monday 6 September to Wednesday 15 September 2010.  This is to allow the installation of signs and lines associated with the proposed One-Way Order for Elizabeth Crescent and Northfield Road.  


3 New Seat - Following a request from a Newport resident a new seat has been installed in Kerr Street next to the garages.

4 Junction Closures - a meeting was held on 6 September 2010 with representatives of BEAR to discuss the junction closures at the top of Station Brae and the Inverdovat Junction.   We were advised that following notification in the press the two junctions would be temporarily closed off in October / November 2010.  Funding for the permanent closure was still to be identified by Transport Scotland.

5 Community Policing Engagement Meeting – the meeting held on 9 September 2010 was not well attended.  The three priorities for the coming period will be speeding on Kilmany Road, parking problems at the High Street and at the Primary School in Newport.

I have been advised by Transportation Services that proposals for traffic calming on Kilmany Road should be available by the end of September 2010.  There will be an opportunity to comment on these before they are installed.


6 Fatal Road Traffic Accidents on A92 - I have had informal discussions with senior Police officers and have been advised that both accidents were probably caused by “driver error” and were not due to road conditions or road layout.

7 Inchcape Offshore Wind Farm – are holding public consultation exhibitions for the proposed offshore wind farm site, which will be located approximately 15-22 km to the east of the Angus coastline.  The events are scheduled for Discovery Point, Dundee on Wednesday 29 September 2010 and Thursday 14 October 2010 between 12 noon and 8 pm and at St Andrews Town Hall on Wednesday 6 October from 12 noon to 8 pm.


8 Waterstone Crook Car Park – contrary to the item in the July Report I have now been advised that funding has been identified to surface the Waterstone Crook car park.  I do 



not have a date when the work will be carried out, but the recycling point in the car park will be closed whilst this is undertaken.


9 Granary Lane – a meeting was held on 23 August 2010 involving Eleanor Haggett, Lead Officer in the Housing and Neighbourhood Service to update tenants on a range of issues which had been raised.  It has been possible to identify resources which will allow a Cook to be employed at Granary Lane and an advert has now been placed for the Cook’s position.   Mrs Haggett also advised tenants that Josie Aitken, Very Sheltered Housing Officer will be returning to Granary Lane at the end of September.

10 Community Payback Scheme – I attended a briefing on the Community Payback Scheme on Friday 3 September 2010 when Anne Pinkman, Chief Officer of the Fife and Forth Valley Community Justice Authority was present together with senior Civil Servants from the Scottish Government.

Information on the scheme was given and it was highlighted that suitable projects for Community Payback are still being sought, given the Scottish Government’s decision not to send offenders who have been sentenced for 3 months jail sentences or less to prison.  There is also evidence that individuals who have done Community Service have lower re-offending rates than those who go to prison.

11 Trees – I was advised that two trees at 109A Tay Street, in the conservation area of Newport, had to be removed on grounds of health and safety.  


12 Review of Polling Places – the Secretary has been informed by the Council of a review of Polling Places and Districts that the Council is now carrying out, and which it is required to do under the Electoral Administration Act every four years.  If there are any comments on the Polling Stations at the Blyth Hall or Wormit Parish Church then these can be highlighted to the Council.


13 Netherlea Hospital – the Friends of Netherlea are investigating the possibility of constructing a conservatory outside the patient’s sitting room.

14 Newport Primary School – Carol McDonald, Headteacher of Newport PS has informed me of the new “super playground” project at the school which has been achieved from receipt of a Royal Bank of Scotland Supergrounds Grant.  This has been much appreciated by the pupils at the school and the Pupil Councillors attended Parent Council meetings to ensure that they were kept informed of the development.


15 Zolotorevo – it is now proposed that a visit to Zolotorevo in the Ukraine will take place from 5-12 November 2010.

16 Friends of the Nature Trail – will be having a group walk on Sunday 3 October 2010 from 2.00 pm – meet in the Tay Bridge Car Park.


17 Traffic Calming – work on the traffic calming measures on Cupar Road has not yet commenced and I will be following this up.


18 Resurfacing - I have been advised that the Council will be resurfacing the path next to the Brig o Tay Restaurant. This will also make it easier for wheelchair users to access the restaurant.

Councillor Tim Brett
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