NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT
MONDAY, 9TH MAY, 2011  
1.
Road surface at Riverside Road, Wormit – The serious problems with the failure of the resurfacing of parts of Riverside Road has not yet been rectified.  I have discussed this again with Alistair Donald, Servicing Co-ordinator with Fife Council’s Transportation Service, and he has now written to the contractor (COLAS) giving them a deadline for this work to be undertaken.  If this date is not met, the Council will arrange for the work to be undertaken itself and recharged to COLAS.

Alistair Donald is also looking at the possibility of temporary repairs being undertaken this week.

2.
A92 closure of junctions – Further to my previous report on this, I have now been advised by Alan Campbell of BEAR that the gaps will be closed and all associated signing installed by 27th May.  Work will commence on site on Monday, 16th May, and should last for approximately two weeks.

3.
A small water leak on West Road near to the entrance of Netherlea Hospital should be repaired on 12th May.

4.
The Bridge Master has advised me that the Tay Road Bridge will be closed on 17th, 18th and 19th May between 1am and 4am.  This is to allow the Bridge Board to replace a failed expansion joint which crosses the entire width of the carriageway.  It is not possible to carry out the work safely with traffic running therefore the Bridge Board has taken the unusual step to have closures on consecutive nights.  If the third night is not needed, it will be cancelled.

5.
Four bin recycling service – Following the presentation that was given at the last Community Council meeting, there will be public meeting in the Rio Community Centre on Tuesday, 10th May, at 7pm to provide further information on the changed arrangements.


I have also confirmed that any individuals who do not use a wheelie bin at the present time will continue to be able to use a single black sack for all of their rubbish requirements.

6.
North East Fife potholes – I have been advised by Sara Wilson of Road Services (North) that a total of 6,451 have been repaired in North Fife since 3rd January, 2011.   As at 20th April, there were 278 outstanding pothole repairs and it was hoped that these would be completed by 27th April.

7.
Road surface at Station Brae, Newport-on-Tay – Following a question from a local resident, I raised the issue of the road surface of Station Brae with Dave Smeaton, Lead Officer, Roads Management.  Mr Smeaton confirmed that Station Brae has been identified as a Category 2 reserve scheme in this year’s Area Transportation Works Programme which means that should funding become available it may be resurfaced in this financial year.  He has however advised me that due to the severe winter weather having a detrimental effect on several roads and, following recent reassessments, it has been deemed necessary to recommend that Tay Street in Newport-on-Tay should be introduced as a Category 1 project in the current year.  This change has still to be confirmed by the North East Fife Area Committee.
8.
RAF Leuchars campaign – Sir Ming Campbell received a positive letter from Nick Harvie MP, Minister of State for the Armed Forces, on 22nd April.  He referred to the petition to government which a number of us presented at 10 Downing Street.  He stated that the petition was an impressive document and reflected the strength of feeling in this part of Fife regarding the base.  It also reinforced the submission which had been made by Fife Council and the conversations that Mr Harvie had had with the Residents Action Force Leuchars in March.  I would be pleased to make available copies of the letter should anyone wish to see it.

9.
Waterstone Crook – I understand that the first meeting of the Waterstone Crook Steering Group will take place on Monday, 16th May, at 6.30pm.  The first meeting will discuss the role and remit of the group and the consultation process on the key outcomes that we hope to achieve from this.

10.
I have been advised by David Wilson, Operations Officer, Environmental Services, that the clearing up of the winter sand and grit has now commenced in our area.  This will take a number of weeks to complete as it mostly has to be done manually.  He hopes that this will be fully completed by the end of June.

11.
Colin Gilbert has advised me that he is still intending to arrange a meeting with the residents of the Maryton Flats towards the end of May.

12.
I have highlighted to Harry Byers that rubbish has been dumped on the A92 opposite the Station Brae exit and he is arranging for this to be uplifted.
13.
I have been notified of details of Cash Back for Communities Youth Work Fund Round 4 which invites applications for youth work events and activities for young people aged 10-19 years to be submitted by 16th September.  The maximum award is £30,000 and I can provide details of the application form and guidance note should anyone be interested.

14.
I provided details of micro generation planning customer guidelines to the Chairman of the Community Council and can make these available to others if they are interested.

15.
Planning appeal, Kilmany Road, Wormit – I have been advised that the above hearing will take place on 21st June at 11am in the Blyth Hall.  The hearing is open for the public to attend and a newspaper advert should appear shortly providing the relevant details.  I have also been informed that the Reporter will not revisit every aspect of the application.  At the hearing, the Reporter wishes to consider technical evidence in respect of housing land supply issues, transportation issues and design/context.  The Reporter is not looking for further evidence on the landscape setting and AGLV which formed part of the Council’s reasons for refusal.


The Council will be fully represented at the hearing by the Planning Case Officer, an appropriate Officer from Local Plans, an appropriate Officer from Strategic Planning and an appropriate Officer from Transportation.  A supplementary statement on housing land supply has also been lodged and is available on the DPEA website.

16.
The next Community Engagement Meeting with the Police is scheduled for Thursday, 12th May, in the Blyth Hall.

17.
Update on Madras College replacement – A paper giving an update on the position of the new Madras College was presented to the Council’s Policy, Finance and Asset Management Committee on 21st April.  The Committee approved in principle Option 2c which would provide for a stand alone school with PE facilities including access to enhanced University sports facilities for the wider community.  This option would require additional investment of approximately £2.55m to cover the Council’s contribution to a 12 court games hall and running and maintenance costs.


Negotiations are continuing with a view to finalising the agreement with St Andrews University and it is hoped that these will be concluded in the near future.

Councillor Tim Brett
9th May, 2011   
