NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT
MONDAY, 8TH NOVEMBER, 2010    
I am sorry I will not be with you for next week’s meeting but I will be visiting Zolotarevo in the Ukraine with Mrs Marion Heredia, the Chair of the Newport/Zolotarevo Twinning Committee.


1.
Update on the new Madras College – I am pleased to advise that RLB have been appointed as the design team for the new Madras College.  They are a very experienced group who have been involved in the design of a number of education projects around Scotland.  Work is continuing to agree other details of the scheme with the University of St Andrews and can I remind everyone of the public consultation meetings that are taking place on 23rd November in the Blyth Hall in Newport and 24th November in the Town Hall in St Andrews.  These are public drop in sessions from 2pm to 8pm.

It is also hoped that the pre-application planning notification will be issued in the next few weeks and that details of this will also be available at the drop in sessions.  I attach to this report details of the Madras consultation papers and consultation form which have been sent out to all parents on 3rd November.
2.
Kilmany Road Development – The Council’s Planning Committee recommended that the development should not be approved and this was confirmed at the Fife Council meeting on 4th November.

3.
We have a new Dog Warden, Kim Davis, and I will ask Kate Legg if she will give out some ‘wanted’ cards which can be distributed in the community giving details of how dog fouling problems can be reported.


4.
A new Naughton Road sign has now been erected and a rubbish bin installed at the bus stop in Naughton Road.  The Council has also cleared up rubbish that was left in the trees behind the bus stop.

5.
The Council is about to start a public consultation programme on the financial challenges it is facing over the next four years from 2011-2012 to 2014-2015.  The Council expects that it will be facing a budget gap of £120m over this period.  There is also a need to review the Council’s capital expenditure where savings of over £100m will need to be identified.  Further information on this will be available at the next meeting of the Community Council.

6.
Work on the surfacing of Waterstone Crook Car Park has nearly been completed.  I can confirm that the recycling site will be reinstated once the work has been carried out.  I am awaiting a date for this.

7.
The North East Fife Area Committee gave planning approval for floodlights at Wormit Tennis Club.

8.
Following discussions with Environmental Services, the Council will be rolling out new kerbside recycling arrangements to the Tay Bridgehead ward in May 2011.  This follows successful trials in Markinch, Leuchars, Guardbridge, Strathkinness and West Fife and the new service will include an additional bin being provided for householders to recycle their plastics and cans.  In Markinch, this increased the recycling rates to nearly 70% which would further improve Fife’s already impressive recycling record.

9.
Consultation on proposed traffic calming measures in Kilmany Road has now commenced with letters going to all residents of Kilmany Road.
10.
The Fife Planning Committee has agreed that work on the next Fife Local Plan will not commence until the present plans have been agreed, ie until the Reporter has reviewed them.  There will also be consultation on whether there should be one single Local Plan for Fife or two Plans to reflect the new regional city boundary regions.

11.
The Council’s Transportation Service has issued a report on Winter Maintenance Plans.  I can make copies of the plan available to anyone who would like to see it but it is also available to view on Fife Direct.

12.
I have been contacted by the Friends of the Nature Trail Group to highlight the fact that an ash tree was being cut down on the Nature Trail on 30th October.  Iain Barbour, Area Parks Team Leader, spoke to the individuals concerned and the matter is now being investigated by the Police.  I would ask that anyone wanting to cut down trees on the Nature Trail should contact Fife Council before doing this.

13.
Alison Irvine has advised me that she hopes that the Core Paths Plan will be agreed by June 2011.

Councillor Tim Brett
4th November, 2010
[image: image1.png]CCCCCCC




	To: parents/carers of children attending Madras College and associated primary schools

The Parent Council of the affected schools

The pupils at the affected schools

The teaching and ancillary staff, at the affected schools

The trade unions representatives of the above staff

The Community Councils

Relevant users of the affected schools

Community Associations

MSPs for the area

The Constituency MP

Chief Inspector, Fife Constabulary

Chief Executive, NHS Fife

Area Commander, Fife Fire and Rescue
	EAST AND LEVENMOUTH EDUCATION AREA OFFICE



	
	John McLaughlin
08451 55 55 55 ext. 450398
john.mclaughlin@fife.gov.uk

Our Ref:   JMcL/JO
Date:        1 November 2010 


Dear Sir/Madam
Public consultation regarding the proposal to provide a single site school to replace the current split site school at Madras College
Please find enclosed a consultative document regarding the above proposal.  A copy of this paper can be found at www.fifedirect.org.uk/haveyoursay (once on the site you should click on the consultation).  This document is available in large print or in other languages on request.  
As required by legislation we are now entering a public consultation period from 3 November 2010 to 22 December 2010.

You are invited to have your say on this proposal in one of the following ways:

· Completing the on-line consultation at www.fifedirect.org.uk/haveyoursay 
· Completing the consultation form (available from your local school office or locality office) and returning it to Education Service Area Office, County Buildings, St Catherine Street, Cupar, KY15 4TB by 22 December.

· Attending one of the following public meetings and completing the consultation form at the event.

The public drop-in sessions will be held on:

23rd November 2010 at 2.00 pm – 8.00 pm in the Blyth Hall Newport

24th November 2010 at 2.00 pm – 8.00 pm in the St Andrews Town Hall 

I look forward to seeing a large turn out from the communities involved.
Yours sincerely
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John McLaughlin

Area Education Officer
Enc.
NEW MADRAS COLLEGE PROPOSAL PAPER
Background
Madras College serves an area of some 180 square miles in North East Fife, providing secondary education and community use.  The most immediate driver for the construction of a new, single site school for Madras College is that the accommodation is split over two separate sites, 1.5 miles apart.  They are inflexible in configuration and the South Street complex is not amenable to renovation to current standards. Neither is the school ‘fit for current purpose’ in terms of teaching and learning accommodation or ICT capability.
In the HMIE report of May 2006, the accommodation is described as unsatisfactory with the recommendation “to take immediate steps to remove barriers to learning, teaching and behaviour due to weaknesses in accommodation.”  In the follow-through report of March 2008 the following comment is made. “The fabric of buildings and the quality of furnishings, toilets and security arrangements provided a poor and deteriorating environment for learning and required major upgrading.”

The project team reviewed all viable options for Madras College, and identified the advantages and disadvantages.  From this appraisal, the project team confirmed that the options for the redevelopment of the school would best be achieved in partnership with the University of St Andrews.  Fife Council, Education and Children’s Services Committee decided that Langlands B site be adopted as the preferred location for development of a new build Madras College.  Subsequent detailed negotiations between Fife Council and the University of St Andrews have defined the site for the new school as the field immediately west of the existing university playing fields.
Proposal 
It is proposed to provide a purpose built, single site establishment which will meet the educational needs for the 21st century. The scope of the new school will include the full educational provision currently provided in both campuses including the Department of Additional Support presently housed in Kilrymont Campus. This educational development also captures the synergy of co-location with the University of St Andrews, to both parties mutual benefit.
The school will comprise all of the normal indoor facilities associated with a new secondary school including its own indoor sports.  The school will have its own all weather pitch immediately adjacent but no new grass pitches will be provided.  By mutual agreement, the school may access the university's grass pitches during the normal of school day and the university will similarly have access to the school's own pitches across the A91 at Station Park. 
The school will be designed by an external design team.  Due to the extended discussions on the site for the new school and taking into consideration the optimum time for the school to relocate to the new site the anticipated delivery date is Spring 2014.

Educational Benefits

The new school will bring the 2 campuses together onto a single site and provide modern, fit for purpose accommodation and facilities to meet the educational needs of all pupils for the 21st century.  Co-locating with the University of St Andrews provides additional opportunities for cooperative working to the benefit of both institutions.

The pupils affected will be current S1 and S2 pupils of Madras College and all pupils in our associated primary schools.  They will all benefit form modern, purpose-built accommodation and furnishings in a barrier-free building.

Curriculum for Excellence encourages cross-curricular working and the new school will be designed to give flexibility in the delivery of the curriculum and to support our faculty structure.

Classrooms will be light and airy with full IT capability.  Labs will be modern and a mix of accommodation in science will provide spaces to balance practical and theoretical work with a dedicated area for biotechnology.

Sports accommodation will consist of a 6-court games hall, gymnasium, multi-activity area and an all weather pitch.  In addition we will retain all our sports pitches at Station Park, a short distance away.  Negotiations with the University of St Andrews may result in our use of some of their grass pitches during the school day and their reciprocal use of Station Park.  This is a greatly improved provision from our current accommodation.

The Department of Additional Support, currently housed at our Kilrymont Campus will be fully integrated into the new school, providing scope for pupils to be integrated in mainstream classes at all levels, or supported in purpose-built accommodation as appropriate.

An assembly hall capable of seating an audience of 500 is part of the design brief.  This will allow full assemblies of each of our three school houses as well as providing an excellent venue for productions, either school, university or community based.

We are in discussion with the University of St Andrews over educational linkages and with Elmwood College over vocational opportunities.

Bringing the school together onto a single site will improve ethos among pupils, allowing senior pupils to have a positive influence on younger years by providing role models, currently difficult to provide due to our split site.

Madras College is a community use school with a substantial and varied programme every evening and weekend.  The facilities in the new school are being designed with this in mind and we will ensure that provision is available to meet our full current and future community demands.  As a result, community users of Madras College will enjoy all the benefits of modern, purpose built facilities.

As the new school is to be built on a green-field site some distance from either of our existing buildings, there will be no disruption to learning caused by the construction.

Transport

Currently in excess of 60% of the school population arrive in school by bus.  These 18 buses have to be routed through centre of St Andrews and along relatively narrow roads around the Kilrymont campus.  The location of the new school will allow re-routing that will dramatically reduce the impact of school buses through St Andrews.

Safe routes to the new school through St Andrews will be considered and developed as part of the master planning process.

Consultation

The consultation period will run from 3 November until 22 December 2010.  Notices will be placed in local newspapers, primary schools, nursery schools, libraries and local council offices.  In addition Madras College, cluster primary and nursery schools will publicise the consultation process in newsletters.  Information will be displayed in each establishment and the use of e-mail to parents will be used where it exists. This paper will be made available at Education headquarters and on its website.  The paper will be made available to any person requesting a copy, and reasonable steps will be taken to amend the format to make it accessible to all.

There will be two public information sessions: Tuesday 23 November 2010 in The Blyth Hall, Newport and Wednesday 24 November 2010 in St Andrews Town Hall.  Each meeting will be open to the public between 2 pm and 8 pm.

FIFE COUNCIL – EDUCATION SERVICE

CONSULTATION FORM
Public consultation regarding the proposal to provide a single site school to replace the current split site school at Madras College

Your Details

*Name        ​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________________________

*Address     _______________________________________


        _______________________________________
*Postcode  _______________________________________
Fields marked with an * are mandatory and must be completed.

Your Views

*I support the replacement of the existing split site Madras College with a new, purpose built school on a single site located on the North Haugh Campus, University of St Andrews

Yes   
No

If you have any further comments regarding the consultation proposal, please note them below.




*Please tick your main interest in responding to this consultation.


I am a parent/carer of a child attending Madras College


I am a pupil within the Madras catchment area 


I am a parent/carer of a child in the catchment area for an associated 

primary school


Other interested party.

Please complete online www.fifedirect.org.uk/haveyoursay (once on the site please click on the consultation in the diary) or return by post to: Education Service Area Office, County Buildings, 

St Catherine Street, Cupar KY15 4TB by 22 December 2010.
