NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT
MONDAY, 14TH MARCH, 2011  
1.
A Task Force (the Residents Action Force Leuchars, RAF) has now been established to promote the case for the retention of RAF Leuchars.  Minister of State for Defence, Nick Harvie, will be visiting the base on Tuesday, 15th March, and a deputation will be going to 10 Downing Street with the petition in support of the base on 21st March.

2.
Busy Bee Nursery planning application – I have provided further information that I have obtained from Derek Simpson, Planning Assistant in Development Services, to the Vice Chair of the Community Council.  Updated information has also been placed on the Fife Council planning website.


3.
I understand that notices have been put up regarding the closing off of the junctions on the A92.  I will be meeting with representatives of BEAR with Mr Berry at the Inverdovat Junction on 30th March.

4.
A meeting has been arranged with the Chief Executive of the Fife Sports and Leisure Trust to discuss promotion of Waterstone Crook Sports Centre on 24th March.


5.
Fife Council will not be distributing paper information leaflets with this year’s Council Tax bills.  I hope to have copies of information available for members of the Community Council tonight.

6.
Friends of the Nature Trail have received a grant of £2,000 from the Big Lottery.  This will be used to upgrade Flass Road to the Birkhill Avenue end of the Trail and the grant will cover materials – Fife Council has promised to cover labour and machinery that is needed.

7.
Work to improve the pavement at the end of Woodmuir Crescent in Newport has been undertaken.  A proper handrail will be installed in the new financial year.

8.
Sara Wilson has advised me that Arthur Greene has visited flooding on the C12 route from Wormit to the Five Roads Roundabout and has advised that this is not causing a serious hazard to road users.  New offlets into the woodland area will be cut in the next financial year which should remove all the surface water from the carriageway surface.  Flooding at the bridge near to the travelling people’s site was cleared by uncovering the blocked pipes in the bridge allowing flood water to drain into the burn.

9.
I was unable to attend the Community Engagement Meeting held by the Police on 10th March but was advised that for the period April 2010 to January 2011 there had been a 11% reduction in recorded crime across Fife as a whole compared to the same period in 2009/2010.  There were 300,000 calls to the Police Contact Centre with 27,000 calls received in January.  This is a significant drop of 10,500 calls compared to the same period in 2009/2010.
10.
Tayview Medical Practice has advised me that the practice is installing a new clinical system during the week 9th –13th May.  There will be some disruption during this period but patients will still be seen as normal and the practice hope to be able to answer queries.  They have however advised that only emergency repeat prescriptions will be issued during this period and they have asked patients to order repeat prescriptions well in advance – allowing two working days for these to be processed and that requests for repeat prescriptions should be forwarded to the practice by 18th April.


From 6th-17th May the practice will not be able to pre-book appointments but these can be made again from 17th May.


The practice will be closed for Easter, on Friday, 22nd April and Monday, 25th April.  Patients requiring a doctor during this period should contact the practice or NHS 24 on 08454 242424.  The practice will also be closed on Friday, 29th April and Monday, 2nd May.

11.
I have been advised by Fife Council that the applicants for the Kilmany Road, Wormit, development have lodged an appeal with the DPEA.  They are challenging the decision by Fife Council on the grounds of housing land supply and landscape setting.  Development Services will be responding to the appeal and I understand that a decision on this should be made by May 2011.  

12.
The recycling point behind the Taybridge Halt in Wormit has been removed and the Chairman and I have been in correspondence with officers from Environmental Services about this.  I hope to have an update at the meeting.
13.
TAYplan, proposed Strategic Development Plan – I have been advised by Pamela Ewan, Strategic Development Planning Authority Manager for TAYplan, that they will be holding two briefing events for Community Councils and Elected Members on the proposed Strategic Development Plan which sets out where development should and should not go for the TAYplan area in the period 2012/2032.  These events are being held in Forfar on 16th May and St Andrews Town Hall on 18th May.  Both events commence at 6.30pm and will finish by 8pm.

There will also be information events in June where there will be an opportunity for the public to come and speak to planning staff.  Locally these events will be in Dundee on 7th June, Cupar on 14th June and St Andrews on 21st June.  All events are between 2pm and 8pm.

14.
As members will be aware, the Council’s Transportation Service has been undertaking carriageway resurfacing in Albert Crescent, Linden Avenue, Norwood, Craighead Crescent, East Queen Street and Kerr Street.

15.
Four bin recycling service – Arrangements are being made to introduce new recycling arrangements within the Tay Bridgehead area between 16th May and 3rd June.  Information on this will be going out to householders and follows a successful trial in the Markinch and Leuchars areas.  There will be a new green bin for plastics and cans and the grey bin will be used for paper and cardboard with the blue bin changing to landfill waste.  I hope that the Community Council will agree to hear more about the proposed changes from one of the Environmental Services staff so that any questions or issues can be addressed.

16.
Resurfacing of Riverside Road in Wormit – I hope to have an update at the meeting from Alistair Donald regarding this.

Councillor Tim Brett
14th March, 2011   
