NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT
MONDAY, 13TH DECEMBER, 2010    
1.
Balancing the Books – Fife Council, along with all other local authorities in the country, is facing a significant reduction in both its revenue and capital funding over the next four years.  Savings of £120m will need to be found over this period and the Council is seeking the views of everyone as to how decisions should be made about this.  I hope everyone will take the time to complete the online survey at www.fifedirect.org.uk/haveyoursay.  I have a few copies of the booklet on Balancing the Books and hope that I can draw your attention to some of the key issues that the Council is seeking the public’s views on.
2.
I have been advised by Transportation Services that the consultation on traffic calming measures in Kilmany Road has now concluded.  It has been agreed that a number of measures will be put in place at the end of February 2011.

3.
Colin Gilbert informs me that the meeting with Maryton residents has now been delayed until the New Year.

4.
Public consultation regarding the proposal to provide a single site school to replace the current split site school at Madras College - I hope a number of members of the Council were able to attend one of the two public drop in sessions that were held on 23rd and 24th November.  If you were not able to attend or if you did, I hope that everyone will now complete the consultation on line at www.fifedirect.org.uk/haveyoursay or for those who are not able to access the internet, this can be completed in paper form and returned to the Education Service Area Office, County Buildings, St Catherine Street, Cupar, KY15 4TA, by 22nd December.  Work is continuing to develop the planning application for the new school and details of this should be available in the New Year.
5.
Tayport Community Trust – Good progress is being made on the refurbishment of the Harbour Café and it is hoped that this will be open by the end of January 2011.

6.
TAYplan December Newsletter – The newsletter provides an update on the development of the first strategic development plan for the TAYplan area, which includes North Fife.  It is planned that this will be published on 6th June and will be available for consultation until 1st August.  Information events will be held in Dundee on 7th June and in Cupar on 14th June between 2pm and 8pm (venues to be confirmed).

7.
Iain Barbour informs me that the tree at the entrance to Granary Lane Sheltered Housing Complex has been cut down.

8.
Severe winter weather – Much of my time over the last two weeks has been involved in passing on information about the work of the Council in dealing with the severe winter weather.  I have passed details to the Chairman and Secretary of the Council and have also posted information on the community website.  I have also been contacted directly by a number of individuals regarding particular issues and difficulties that they have experienced.  




I believe that the Council’s performance has been an improvement on what was delivered last winter though I am also conscious that many residential streets and pavements have still not been cleared.  I would welcome comments from members of the Council regarding any issues they would wish to raise.

9.
Traffic calming measures on Cupar Road approaching Newport Primary School have still to be completed.  I hope that this work will be done as soon as conditions improve.

10.
Police Community Engagement Meetings – Progress on the three priorities for our area is posted on the Fife Constabulary website.  The priorities are:-
· Speeding

· Parking issues in the High Street, Newport-on-Tay

· Parking issues in Cupar Road, Newport-on-Tay


The next Community Engagement Meeting is scheduled for 13th January at 7pm in the Blyth Hall.

11.
Waterstone Crook – A consultation is taking place on reducing the opening times at Waterstone Crook for the centre to open at 3pm, Monday to Friday.


The recycling bins have now been reinstated in the car park.

12.
Riverside Dental Practice has received planning permission for a new dental practice at 50 Union Street with nine parking places.

13.
Fife Council’s Development Management and Building Standards Teams are moving to Forth House in Kirkcaldy.

14.
Area Lettings Plan, North East Fife Area – I have received details of the Area Lettings Plan for our area and would be pleased to pass this on to anyone who is interested in seeing it.

15.
Area Transportation Works Programme 2011/2012 – Dave Smeaton, Lead Officer in Roads Management, has met with the three local Councillors and has provided us with a copy of the draft Area Transportation Works Programme for 2011/2012.  This will go to the North East Fife Area Committee on 26th January.  Areas included within Newport and Wormit are as follows:- 

· Carriageway schemes – Station Brae, Cupar Road to Norwood, Tayview Terrace, Bank Street to termination are included on the reserve list.

· Street lighting improvements – Wormit - the loop road to Woodhaven Pier and Riverside Gardens, Crosshill Terrace, Hillpark Terrace;  Newport-on-Tay – Hill Street and James Street are included with East Queen Street on the reserve list.

· There is a proposal for a zebra crossing on Cupar Road near the Post Office but I have asked for more information on this as it has not been discussed with Elected Members.

16.
Zolotarevo Visit – I had a very successful visit to Zolotarevo in the Ukraine with Mrs Marion Heredia, Chair of the Newport Twinning Association.  We met many people who had visited Newport in 2000 and also had an opportunity of speaking to the Headmaster of the school, local politicians and regional elected politicians.  Mrs Heredia will be taking proposals to the Twinning Committee in January looking at the possibility of establishing an exchange scheme with Madras College and also looking at the possibility of providing support for an English language assistant to work at the school.  I have pictures of my visit if anyone would look to see them.

17.
I have asked Fiona Mitchell, our Locality Manager, if she will chase up the link path from the end of the Nature Trail at the back of Elizabeth Crescent that links across the grass to the end of the road bridge.  I hope that this will be undertaken in the current financial year.
18.
Graffiti on the Nature Trail – Two items of graffiti have been removed by the Council’s Cleansing Team from sites on the Nature Trail.  If anyone notices any graffiti can this be reported to me as soon as possible. 
19.
Fife Council consultation on the future of residential care homes – The Council is consulting on the future of its care homes and this can be accessed on Fife Direct on www.fifedirect.org.uk/residentialcare 

20.
Future of RAF Leuchars – As I hope people are aware, there is now a real threat to the future of RAF Leuchars.  I hope that everyone will sign the petition at www.saverafleuchars.org.uk.  This has cross party support.  I believe that there is a very strong defence case for the retention of RAF Leuchars but the future of the base has been called into question because of the possible closure of other bases in the UK at RAF Lossiemouth and RAF Markham.  A total of nearly £40m has been spent on upgrading facilities at RAF Leuchars over the last few years but it is important that as many people as possible sign the petition to support the retention of the base.

21.
I have been advised that work to resurface the path next to the Brig o’ Tay restaurant will be carried out in the first two weeks of March 2011.  This will improve the disabled access to the restaurant and improve this public right of way.

Councillor Tim Brett
13th December, 2010
