NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT
MONDAY, 12TH SEPTEMBER, 2011  
1. Madras College – As everyone will be aware, the University of St Andrews advised Fife Council on 31st August that they were withdrawing from the joint initiative to provide a new site for Madras College on the Langlands site.  This was a great disappointment after so much time and effort had gone into trying to reach an agreement.

A report will be going to the Council’s Policy, Finance and Asset Management Committee on 22nd September but I understand that PFAM will not be asked to make a decision on an alternative site.  This will be deferred to a future Children’s (Education) Committee to allow time for proper consideration of all alternative sites including Kilrymont.

I, along with Councillor Taylor, have been meeting with the Primary School Parent Councils to update them on the situation.  We met with the Parent Council at Newport Primary School on 31st August and the Wormit Primary School Parent Council on 6th September.  A large meeting for all Parent Councils was held at Kilrymont on Wednesday, 7th September.  I will provide a further update at the meeting.

2. Netherlea Hospital – The Glenrothes and North East Fife Community Health Partnership arranged a meeting for stakeholders at St Andrews Community Hospital on 29th August.  A meeting in Newport was held on Wednesday, 7th September, when over 150 people attended.  A presentation was given by the CHP on new models of care for older people.  A large number of questions were asked from the audience and everyone who attended has been encouraged to write to the CHP at St Andrews Community Hospital, Largo Road, St Andrews,KY16 8AR to give their views.  I understand that the CHP will be considering this at their next meeting on 4th October.


3. Newport Fountain – I understand that the Fife Environmental Trust has now formally offered to provide funding of £16,934 towards the refurbishment of the fountain.  Kate Legg will provide an update but following the removal of the fountain further work was identified and there will therefore be a delay in the fountain being reinstalled.

4. Residents Action Force, Leuchars – The Council’s Environment, Enterprise and Transportation Committee will be considering a report that will establish a Fife Defence Transition Task Force.  This will seek to work with the Ministry of Defence, the RAF and the Army to address the economic, social and community impacts of the transition period and beyond as the RAF prepares to leave Leuchars and the base is prepared for the arrival of the Army.  As well as the impact on Leuchars, the new Task Force will also consider the arrival of a multi role brigade unit at Caledonia in Rosyth.


5. Resurfacing of Riverside Road, Wormit – I have now been advised by Transportation officials that COLAS, the company who were responsible for the original resurfacing, will be returning to carry out resurfacing of part of the road on 22nd and 23rd September.


6. Tay Street, Newport-on-Tay – Improvements to the drainage at the bottom of Grenada Brae were carried out when the road was resurfaced.  These included raising the kerb and installing beany’s to remove some of the surface water.  In addition, a number of additional beany’s will be installed on the south side of the road and the level of the pavement has also been raised.  All of this will hopefully prevent flooding to a number of properties in this area of Tay Street.


7. Waterstone Crook Questionnaire – The questionnaire has now been agreed and should be ready for delivery in the next few weeks.  I hope that it will be possible for members of the Community Council to help with this.  An online version of the questionnaire will also be available at http://tniurl.com/3crx27x.

8. A92 Dual Carriageway – I have had further correspondence with BEAR regarding the bunding obstruction to the north of the Inverdovat Junction.  BEAR have acknowledged that the visibility is not at the recommended level but are declining to take action to remove the bund.


9. Soundproofing at Blyth Hall – Joe Fitzpatrick, Senior Manager in Community Learning and Development, has advised me that they will not be proceeding with any further soundproofing arrangements at the Blyth Hall due to financial constraints on the Council at this time and doubts about the additional benefit that would be obtained from this.


10. The Newport Police Community Engagement Meeting took place on 8th September, main concerns were parking in the High Street, West Road and Kirk Road , the next one will be on 10th November at 7pm in the Blyth Hall.


11. Newport Primary School Playing Fields – Further to the report by Councillor Caird at the last Community Council meeting, I have had further correspondence and conversations with Martin McGroarty, who is the Lead Officer for Local Development Plans, regarding the school playing fields.  I have reported back to the Newport Parent Council on this and have also lodged an objection with the Reporter who is examining the St Andrews and East Fife Local Plan.

I have indicated to the Parent Council that this change, if it is accepted, is a long term possibility but would only be activated if all of the employment land next to Forgan Roundabout was used up.  Even then there would be further discussion with the school before this took place and would only be actioned if the school were happy with the alternative proposals that were being made.


12. Changes have been made to the legislation covering houses in multiple occupation and in particular the licensing arrangements for HMOs.  I can provide further information on this if anyone is interested.


13. The Court of Session has rejected the appeal by Penny Uprichard against Scottish Ministers and Fife Council regarding the Fife Structure Plan 2006-2026.


14. The Council is consulting in changing the speed limit on the Tay Bridge slip road to make this a 40mph limit.  Any comments should be submitted to the Council by 5th October.


15. The Council is introducing a new one number telephone system for customers who have queries regarding their Council Tax or benefits.  The new number will be 08451 551155.


16. BEAR Scotland will be undertaking bridge strengthening and refurbishment at Edenbank on the A92.  This section of the road will be closed for a period of six weeks from 14th September with a diversion via Melville Lodges Roundabout and Strathmiglo returning to the A92 at the New Inn Roundabout.  After that the road will be re-opened but with single lane operation for a further six weeks.


17. North East Fife Rotary Club cancelled their community fair on 27th August.


18. Following a request from Nicholas Johnston, more frequent emptying of bins has been arranged on The Braes, Kinbrae Park and Gowrie Hill.


19. Following concerns expressed by a resident of Newport about long queues and hold ups at the north end of the Tay Road Bridge, I took the matter up with Iain MacKinnon, the Bridge Manager.  He advised that traffic issues are monitored on a regular basis and that the traffic lights are adjusted depending on the build up of traffic crossing the bridge.  I understand that in addition to the bridge works, there are gas main works at the railway station which has reduced the number of lanes available at the station roundabout.


20. New arrangements for school crossing patrols have been introduced at the start of the new school term.  All school crossing points will have a maximum of 10 hours per week available for school crossing duties – 30 minutes pre-school, 30 minutes when schools exit and 60 minutes at the lunch break.  Janitorial staff will cover the crossing points but additional staff have been recruited for emergency cover. 

21. The Council is examining alternative ways of delivering their libraries, arts, museums and archives services.  A number of options are being examined and a report will come back to a future meeting of the Council’s Housing and Communities Committee.


22. The Government has launched a new programme called the Just Enterprise and Enterprise Growth Fund Programme.  This will provide grants of between £25,000 and £200,000 awarded to enterprising third sector organisations who demonstrate how the funds contribute to growing and sustaining their organisation.  They are open to social enterprises, voluntary organisations and community organisations.  I can provide further information to anyone who is interested.


23. The Council have been consulting on the mobile and housebound library service and were seeking views during August on possible changes to the service.  They were seeking the views of those who currently use and deliver the mobile library service and the housebound library service.  This service is currently provided in the Wormit area.


24. Following an accident in the High Street in Newport, I am once again looking at the possibility of providing a zebra or pelican crossing in this area and plan to meet with Colin Stirling to discuss this with him.

25. Grants for Renewable Heat – I have received notification regarding this issue and further information can be found on the following weblink- http://www.solarpowerportal.co.uk/news/government_pledges_15m_for_green_heat_incentive_5478/
      26,Fife Shoreline Management Plan.Transportaion and Environmental services of the Council have published the above plan.Drop in sessions have been arranged .The nearest to us is in the Gregory Hall in Tayport on the 22nd September between 2pm and 7pm.

 For more information visit www.fifedirect.org.uk/shoreline
      27.Educational Achievements in Fife.I have received a letter from Ken Greer ,Executive Director for Education setting out recent achievements in Fife schools.He highlights that in reading,writing and mathematics we have equalled our best ever results in primary schools.In SQA results for secondary schools,in seven of the nine measured categories our results in Fife represent the best performance ever.I would be pleased to provide more detailed information on this for anyone who is interested.
Councillor Tim Brett

9th September, 2011   
