NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT
MONDAY, 12TH JULY, 2010    
1.
Core Paths Plan – This has been submitted to the Scottish Government with 111 unwithdrawn objections.  The Council hopes to hear whether this has been approved in early 2011.
2.
Celebrating Fife 2010 has to date been very successful.  At the Fife Jazz Festival, there were 2,650 attendances, an increase of 13% on last year’s Festival and the St Anza Poetry Festival had a 12% increase in attendance.  The highlight however has perhaps been the 40,000 who attended the Jack Vettraino Exhibition in Kirkcaldy.
3.
Council housing service – There have been six transfer incentive packages used in the Housing Service in North East Fife in the last year.  These packages encourage Council house tenants to move to smaller properties thus making larger properties available for other tenants.  These moves resulted in 17 subsequent moves.
4.
Yellow line road markings have now been put down in Tayview Terrace opposite Grenada Brae and in West Road at the junction with Cuthbert’s Road.

5.
Community Services – I am pleased to say that I have been advised that Community Services are now out to tender to purchase a controlled bank mower for use in North East Fife which will be used to cut the grass on steep banks.
6.
Doors Open Day – Kate Hughes has confirmed that arrangements can be made for the opening of the Blyth Hall on Doors Open Day on 19th September.

7.
Kinbrae Park wall – I am advised that repairs to the wall are now being undertaken.

8.
St Serfs Residential Home – The ownership has now been transferred to St Serfs Care Home Limited, a subsidiary company of Acre Care Homes Limited.

9.
I have received information on a carriageway embankment/edge protection scheme in Kirk Road which will replace the broken fence.  I have sent details of this to Colin Markie as he was concerned about it but can make details available to any other member of the Community Council who would like to see this.  The work is currently being programmed for the October school holidays.

10.
Grass cutting on the dual carriageway – I was advised that grass cutting on the dual carriageway was the responsibility of BEAR and that this has now been undertaken although it apparently was done in two phases.

11.
Twinning arrangements – I understand that the two students who were due to come to Newport from Zolotorevo have not had their visa applications granted.  It is however hoped that they may still be able to come for a shorter period at the end of July.  I have received approval for the use of the heritage area in the library if it is possible to hold the welcome event for the students.

12.
Steve Taylor of BEAR has advised me that investigations have been carried out on the drainage system on the roundabout area at the south end of the road bridge.  This identified that a section of pipework has collapsed crossing the north bound carriageway from the dual section towards the roundabout.  Repair works to the drainage system and patching works are programmed to commence on 19th July and should be completed in two weeks.

13.
SEStran park and ride facility – Following discussion with the Chair, I have made arrangements for Trond Haugen of SEStran to come to the September meeting of the Community Council to give a presentation on the proposals for the park and ride facility at the south end of the road bridge.  I have also invited members of Tayport Community Council to join us for the presentation.
14.
The North East Fife Area Committee approved the proposals for the 20mph scheme in Newport and Wormit at their meeting on 16th June.

15.
I am advised that planting has now taken place in the circle at Kinbrae Park.

16.
A final decision on the Kilmany Road housing application will be taken at the Fife Council meeting on 23rd September.  The delay has been caused by the need to provide information to the Planning Committee following questions that were asked at the enquiry.

17.
Rock bolting on the B946 at the Tay Road Bridge – Iain Mackinnon, the Bridge Manager, informs me that this work has now been completed.  With regard to the hazard from the exposed ends of the soil nails, he advises that a fence has been installed at the top of the slope to prevent anyone accessing the slope.  He adds that through time the Bridge Board will consider replacing this fence with a permanent one along with planting at the top of the slope.  


The slope has been seeded with a dense low level grass to reduce the need for maintenance and a wild flower mix has also been sown to add some colour.  This will hopefully be attractive by the summer of 2011.

18.
Stuart Goodfellow in Transportation informs me that they expect to implement the one way system in Elizabeth Crescent/Northfield in late July/early August.

19.
The traffic calming measures on Cupar Road in the approach to the primary school have been programmed for the beginning of August.

20.
Grant Ogilvie, our Community Constable, has informed me that there have been several speedar stop points carried out on Kilmany Road since the last Community Engagement Meeting.  One of the residents who had attended the meeting was able to accompany the Police at one of their checkpoints and was able to see the speedar gun in action.  There have been no ticketable offences but a small number of drivers have been warned regarding their speed.  

Constable Ogilvie advises me that in relation to parking on the High Street in Newport, he is aware that the problem is recurring and that action is being taken to move drivers on and that they will continue to monitor the situation.

21.
Car Park at Waterstone Crook – I have been advised by the Sports and Leisure Trust that they are not in a position to surface the car park at Waterstone Crook as had been hoped.  I hope that some funding will be made available for internal improvements in the coming 12 months.

22.
At the last meeting of the North East Fife Area Committee, the following areas were reported to be included in the Transportation Programme for 2010/2011:-

· Scott Street and part of Kilnburn resurfacing commencing in August 2010.

· A footway scheme in Linden Avenue also commencing in August 2010.

· Speed reduction measures in Kilmany Road, Wormit, commencing in September 2010.

23.
Some months ago when the Council was considering whether it would continue its policy of using newspapers to advertise public notices, I was asked if it would be possible to obtain details on the current costs involved with this.  The last year that full costs are available was 2008/2009 and in that year the Council spent:-
	
	Recruitment

Adverts
	Public Notices
	Total

	Newspapers/Journals
	£536,696
	£296,044
	£832,741

	Online

Radio
	    39,567

     
	      4,276

      2,772
	    43,843

      2,772

	Total
	£576,263
	£303,092
	£879,355


Councillor Tim Brett
9th July, 2010 
