NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT
MONDAY, 11TH OCTOBER, 2010    
1.
Newport Fountain, Tay Street – The North East Fife Area Committee approved the planning application for the work on the fountain at their meeting on 29th September.

2.
A92 Dual Carriageway Closure of the Gaps – BEAR have advised me that following the meeting in September arrangements are now being made for a Traffic Regulation Order to be published at the end of October.  It will take approximately two months for the Order to be made and the works to physically close the two central reserve gaps are programmed to commence in January 2011.  This programme may be subject to change depending upon the scale of winter and emergency works during this period.


The planned works to physically close the central reserve gaps will take the form of permanent signing and road marking alterations on all approaches and the installation of temporary high visibility marker posts across the central reserve gaps and associated deceleration lanes.  Arrangements for pedestrians at both gaps will remain unchanged during this phase of the project.  The temporary posts will remain in place until sufficient funding is available to carry out the permanent alterations to the central reserve gaps and associated pedestrian improvements.  The timing of these will be dependent upon future funding levels and priorities.


Mr William Berry has also drawn my attention to a visibility problem for traffic joining the dual carriageway and exiting from the Inverdovat junction.

3.
Kilmany Road Development -  This did not come back to the full Fife Council meeting on 23rd September but is now scheduled to go to the next meeting of the Fife wide Planning Committee and come to the Council meeting after that – I think on 4th November.
4.
I will be visiting Zolotarevo in the Ukraine which is twinned with Newport-on-Tay from 5th to 12th November in conjunction with Mrs Marion Heredia, the Chair of the Twinning Association.

5.
I attach a briefing note regarding the development of the new Madras secondary school in St Andrews.  Public consultation meetings are scheduled for 23rd November in the Blyth Hall in Newport and 24th November in the Town Hall in St Andrews.

6.
Following the severe winter conditions we experienced earlier this year, I have been advised by Sara Wilson that the Transportation Service will consider requests for additional grit bins.  These should be notified to Sara as soon as possible.  I have also been informed that the Council received a final shipment of 2,000 tonnes of salt at the end of September and that the Council’s stock as we go into winter is 21,300 tonnes.
7
Traffic Calming, Cupar Road, Newport – Work on the revised traffic calming alterations is now taking place on Cupar Road.  The work to introduce the 20mph zones in residential areas of both Newport and Wormit is scheduled for February 2011.

8.
Dundee Renewable Energy Plant – Fife Council was invited to comment on the proposals for the new renewable energy plan in the port area of Dundee.  I was able to obtain a photo montage of the proposed plant which I shared with the Chair of the Community Council.

9.
Friends of the Nature Trail – A very successful walk along the Nature Trail took place on Sunday, 3rd October.  I am following up a number of points from this with Iain Barbour in particular including the spraying of the Japanese Knotweed.

10.
Work on the surfacing of Waterstone Crook Car Park commenced on 19th September with an estimated completion date of the end of October.  

11.
Wormit Rail Halt – I provided a briefing to the Chair and Vice Chair of the Community Council on my discussions with senior Transportation officials regarding the proposed Wormit Rail Halt.  The officials believe that the site should be retained for a possible halt but have also acknowledged that this is not very likely.  The matter may now be considered by the Reporter as part of his review of the North East Fife Area Local Plan which should take place some time in 2011.

12.
Woodhaven Harbour, Wormit – Moir Gibson has advised me that the second phase of the replacement of the gabion baskets is programmed to commence during the first week of October for approximately three weeks.  The Wormit Boating Club has been informed of the works and it is not anticipated that it will cause any disruption to their activities.

13.
Inchcape Offshore Windfarm – I attended the exhibition at Discovery Point on 29th September about this proposal for up to 180 wind turbines which will be located off the Angus coast.  There is a further opportunity to view the proposals at Discovery Point on 14th October between 12 Noon and 8pm.

14.
Waterstone Crook – I have been advised that consultation will shortly be taking place to amend the opening hours of Waterstone Crook Sports Centre.  It is likely that on most days the Centre will not open until 3pm.

15.
A reminder that Kirk Road will be closed from 18th October to 5th November for work to be undertaken to replace a section of fencing.
16.
The planning application for three wind turbines at Wester Friarton Farm has been approved.

17.
The Council is undertaking a review of bye-laws prohibiting consumption of alcohol liquor in designated public places.  There is an opportunity for the Community Council to comment on these.  I understand that the Police are very supportive of them continuing.  I also believe that the bye-laws apply to the whole of Newport and Wormit.

18.
I have received a copy of the Tay Estuary Forum newsletter Autumn 2010.

19.
The Council is conducting a final consultation on the review of the Scheme for Community Councils.
20.
Draft Management Rules, Parks and Open Spaces – I have asked when new signs will be available highlighting the above rules and have particularly requested that signs should be located at The Braes.  The Council has also advised me of new regulations regarding the control of dogs which will come into effect on 26th February, 2011.  I will attach a copy of these to the report.

21.
Fife Green Space Strategy – A report was submitted on the above strategy to the North East Fife Area Committee on 29th September.  This indicated that Newport-on-Tay and Wormit had a good green space network.  Green space is defined as vegetated land in and around towns which is publicly accessible and can be used by people for various activities.

Councillor Tim Brett
11th October, 2010
The New Madras College

We are just about to submit a 'Screening Opinion' letter in respect of the new Madras College adjacent to the North Haugh campus of the University of St Andrews and this will be the formal start of the planning process.  

The school is being built as a stand alone school in the field immediately west of the existing university playing fields.  The school will comprise all of the normal indoor facilities associated with a new secondary school including its own indoor sports facilities and will not rely on any indoor facilities belonging to the university. 

The school will have its own all weather pitch immediately adjacent but no new grass pitches will be provided.  The school will access the university's grass pitches during the normal of school day and the university will similarly have access to the school's own pitches across the A91 at Station Park.  This has been agreed in principle but the final details have still to be worked out in conjunction with the university. 

The school will be designed by an external design team and tenders are currently being assessed.  The design team should be in position by the end of this month. 

A detailed planning strategy has been agreed and the submission for a screening opinion is the start of that process.   Due to the extended discussions on the site for the new school and taking into consideration the optimum time for the school to relocate to the new site the anticipated delivery date is now Spring 2014.

Detailed information about the consultation process relating to the planning strategy will follow.

I Jones

Rector

Controls of Dogs

I refer to your query regarding the control of dogs at the Glen.

I understand that there have been particular problems at the Glen with regard to the control of dogs.  However, it is our view that it is not necessary to promote a new bye-law and that the Council’s existing and new powers should help manage the problem.

The Council’s Management Rules, similar to a bye-law already require dogs to be kept under control.  The Rules have recently been revamped and will come into force later this year.  These should be on display at all public parks. Dogs are not under control if they do not respond to a command and not kept close to heel.  If necessary then the Council could seek to enforce its powers under the Management Rules by banning any persistent offenders from the park.  Failure to comply could result in a fine of £500. However, this raises the problem of enforceability and the requirement for corroborated evidence if the Council were challenged in court. 

Perhaps a more straightforward remedy may be in the new Control of Dogs (Scotland) Act 2010.  This will come into force on 26th February 2011 and extends and repeals the current legislative framework. This will give relatively wide powers to the dog warden to issue dog control notices.  A major development is that the warden will also be able to take action on the hearsay evidence of others.   It is a matter for the dog warden to consider whether it is appropriate to serve such a notice. The warden has discretion when deciding the content of the notice but examples in the Act are:-

· To require the owner/person in control of the dog to keep it muzzled, 

· Keep the dog on a lead,

· Keep the dog away from a specified place, 

· Complete a training course. 

Failure to comply with the Notice could result in a £1000 fine.

Thus the Act could give powers to ban particular problem dogs if necessary and we would not advise a bye-law banning all dogs from the Glen.

