NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT
MONDAY, 11TH JULY, 2011  
1.
2-14 Boat Brae – Following the concerns that were raised at the June meeting of the Community Council, I visited the site and spoke to the owner.  He advised me that there were still some outstanding issues in relation to the design of the building but I have now written to him and suggested that he speak to appropriate Council officers who have offered to assist him with this.
2.
Newport Fair Trade Town – Following Vanessa Stark’s attendance at the last meeting of the Community Council, I have spoken to Councillor Fiona Grant who Chairs the Fife Fair Trade Forum.  The Kingdom of Fife has been awarded Fair Trade County Status by the Fair Trade Foundation and Councillor Grant has offered to assist Vanessa Stark in taking forward proposals to make Newport a Fair Trade Town.

3.
Netherlea Hospital – As I indicated at the last meeting, I had made arrangements for a meeting with the Chairman and General Manager of the Glenrothes and North East Fife Community Health Partnership regarding the future of Netherlea Hospital.  This meeting took place on 16th June and was also attended by Stewart McKiddie, Councillor Caird and Councillor Taylor.


We were advised that the CHP were developing new proposals for looking after older people and it was likely that Netherlea Hospital would close as part of these.  We did invite the CHP to attend the Community Council meeting on 11th July but neither Graham Watson, the Chairman, nor Vicky Irons were available.  The Community Council will need to decide whether they wish to invite them to a special meeting or to the meeting on 12th September.


I have written to Vicky Irons raising a number of detailed questions about the proposal and understand that the CHP are also awaiting guidance from the Scottish Health Council as to the form of consultation that will be required to be undertaken.  I also understand that the Chairman and Secretary of the Friends of Netherlea have also met with representatives of the CHP and since the publicity about the future of the hospital, I have been contacted by a number of concerned individuals.  I will provide further information to the Community Council on this when I receive it.

4.
TAYplan Consultation – I attended the information evening in the County Buildings, Cupar, on 14th June.  Consultation on the TAYplan Strategic Development Plan for 2012-2032 is taking place up to 1st August.  Comments can be made electronically via www.tayplan-sdpa.gov.uk.
5.
Newport Fountain – As people will be aware, the fountain has now been removed to be taken to Glasgow for restoration works.  It will be away for eight weeks – Kate Legg will have more information on this.

6.
Madras Update – A further report on the replacement Madras College came to the last meeting of the Council’s Policy, Finance and Asset Management Committee.  We were advised that discussions/negotiations are continuing with the University of St Andrews about the Langlands site.  Following the intervention of Mike Russell, the Education Minister, it has now been agreed that there will be an independent valuation of the Langlands site and the South Street site.  This is likely to take about six weeks though it has been agreed that a special meeting of PFAM will be arranged to consider the matter once the results are available.


There is continuing frustration at the delay in reaching agreement with the University although there is an acknowledgement that the possibility of a new school on the University campus is one that is worth striving to achieve.

7.
Planning Application Notices at Naughton Road and Kilmany Road – I made arrangements for a meeting with a representative of Bett Homes (Mr Campbell Black) on 30th June.  They have decided that there is not a need to continue with the PAN for the Wormit Farm site but instead they will be submitting a planning application for the site of 37 properties.  I have suggested to Mr Black that he should come to a future Community Council meeting and present this to you.


In addition, Bett Homes own the adjacent site WOR03 which is included in the Local Development Plan as a possible development in the second phase of the Plan, ie from 2018.  This is for 140 houses, 30% of which would be affordable, and there will still be a PAN process for this site.  I have given Mr Black details of how to contact the Chairman and Secretary.

8.
Newport Primary School – Following the retirement of Carol McDonald, I have been advised that a temporary Head has been appointed (Gill Crichton who was previously the Depute Head at Canongate Primary School in St Andrews).  Arrangements are being made to advertise the permanent post in August.

9.
RAF Leuchars – An announcement about the future of the base is imminent and has been promised before the dissolution of Parliament on 18th July.  As a ‘final  push’ people are being invited to write to the Prime Minister, David Cameron, showing their support for the base.  The address to write to is https://email.number10.gov.uk/Contact.aspx.
10.
Bus Service Changes – Following the withdrawal of the 77 service from Bay Road and Kirk Road, I asked Gary Moyes, the Lead Officer for Network Planning and Information, if we could agree with Stagecoach arrangements whereby they would agree to consult with local communities before changes were made.


I have now been advised by Mr Moyes that whilst Stagecoach are happy to have occasional ‘bus surgeries’ to hear views on services, they would not be prepared to issue details of any proposed service changes prior to the current statutory 70 day registration period.


I am obviously disappointed that Stagecoach have not agreed to this particularly as the Council spends about £4m each year on subsidising bus services.  It is therefore clear that Stagecoach and other bus companies can unilaterally decide to change or cease individual services without having to consult with the public.

11.
Pitcairn Doctors Practice, Balmullo – As members may have seen, the Health Board decided to end the dispensing service at the Balmullo Surgery of the practice with effect from March 2012.  As a member of the Health Board, I opposed this but did not have sufficient support from other members.

12.
Resurfacing of Riverside Road, Wormit – Discussions are continuing with the company who resurfaced Riverside Road in Wormit but as yet no date has been agreed for this work to be undertaken.  The Council’s Transportation Service are however monitoring the situation and are seeking to reach agreement with COLAS, the company concerned, to get this work done as soon as possible.

13.
The Council has issued a flooding leaflet ‘A Guide to Emergency Assistance’ which I can make available to anyone who would like to see this.  I have been assisting one resident who has suffered serious flooding in Tay Street and Council officials have also been made aware of flooding problems at Wormit Tennis Courts.

14.
Fife Elderly Forum are looking for individuals who would be willing to join a new user group in Newport.  Such individuals should ideally be users of health or social care services.  The Forum meets on the first Tuesday of the month at the Leng Resource Centre from 1.30pm to 3pm and transport is provided.  If anyone knows anybody who would be interested in joining the Forum, could they let me know please.

15.
Waterstone Crook – A further meeting of the Waterstone Crook Advisory Group was held on 20th June when the proposed questionnaire was discussed.  A number of suggestions/amendments to the questionnaire have been made and it is hoped that this can be distributed at the end of August.  Is the Community Council able to assist with the distribution?
16.
A92 Dual Carriageway – Following concerns expressed to me by a local resident about the visibility at the Inverdovat Junction, I have written to Transport Scotland asking if they would consider removing the bund that is obscuring the vision at the junction.  BEAR have also confirmed that signs indicating pedestrian crossings are in place.

17.
A derelict garage was removed by the Council from Hillpark Terrace after lengthy efforts to identify the owner.

18.
An additional litter bin has been installed at Woodhaven Pier.

19.
I am continuing to follow up possible improvements to soundproofing of the door at the Blyth Hall.

20.
REMINDER – Tay Street will be resurfaced from 25th July and that this work will last for three weeks.

21.
I regret to advise that there has been further vandalism of the boat under the Tay Road Bridge which was used for planting as part of the Newport in Bloom.  This has been reported to the Police but it is discouraging given the work that went into this.

22.
REMINDER – The next Police Community Engagement Meeting will be on 14th July at 7pm in the Blyth Hall.

23.
The Eden Estuary Open Day this year will be on Sunday, 28th August.

24.
The Chief Constable’s Annual Report for 2010-2011 has recently been published and was reported to the Council’s Police, Fire and Safety Committee.  I would be pleased to make a copy available to anyone who would like to see it but the highlights for the year were as follows:-

· A drop in recorded crime of 11% for 2010-2011 which sees a 46% drop in recorded crime over the previous six years.


· Record seizures of illegal drugs removed from Fife communities with a total street value of nearly £3.6m.


· Cases of vandalism reduced by 19% resulting in 1,114 less victims of this particular anti social behaviour than in the previous year.
25.
New Affordable Housing, Tayport – New affordable housing provided by Kingdom Housing has been provided at the Newport Road/Scotscraig Drive site in Tayport.  Accommodation at the site provides for 30 two bedroom flats and 25 three bedroom houses as well as a four bedroom house suitable for a wheelchair user.  These are the first new affordable houses provided in the area for some time and the first tenants have now moved in.
Councillor Tim Brett

7th July, 2011   
