NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT
MONDAY, 11TH APRIL, 2011  
1.
A92 closure of junctions – Transport Scotland has advised that the junctions on the A92 will be closed off from 5th April.

I had a meeting on 30th March with representatives of BEAR to look at issues around the Inverdovat Junction when I was accompanied by Mr William Berry and Mrs Hilary Brown from Inverdovat Farm.  Mr Berry has had concerns for some time that the earth rock bund to the north of the junction is blocking visibility from the mouth of the Inverdovat road.  BEAR officials advised that they had submitted a report to Transport Scotland on this and were awaiting Transport Scotland’s views.

A number of other issues were discussed including the signage on the A92 suggesting that traffic should get into separate lanes for the A914 and the A92 and that these were too far north.  There was also discussion about the need to erect warning signs advising motorists of slow moving agricultural traffic that would be entering the dual carriageway at the Inverdovat Junction and travelling in both directions on the dual carriageway.


There is also concern that the other work which had been agreed to make the junction closures permanent was not now being undertaken.  I have been in touch with Joanne Seath at Transport Scotland and she has advised that this work, at a cost of £210,000, will not be undertaken in the current financial year.  I shall continue to press for this to be done as soon as possible.

2.
Waterstone Crook – A meeting was held with Ed Watson, Chief Executive of the Fife Sports and Leisure Trust, with Councillor Caird and Stewart McKiddie on 24th March.  I attach my note of the meeting for the information of members of the Council.  As you will see, it has been suggested that a Steering Group be established to work with officers from the Sports and Leisure Trust to see how the centre could be better promoted and marketed.  We were also advised that the opening hours would change to 3pm, Monday to Friday, and that this would be introduced from 1st April.
3.
Riverside Road, Wormit – I have had further correspondence with Alistair Donald, Surfacing Co-ordinator with Fife Council’s Transportation Service, regarding the failures in the contract for resurfacing part of Riverside Road.  The Council has had a further meeting with the contractor and areas of rectification have been agreed.  It is hoped that this work will be carried out by the end of April.

4.
Blyth Hall noise – I have asked Tom Phillips for an update in relation to the proposal to replace the fire door in the Blyth Hall – estimates have been submitted and he is awaiting advice as to whether this work can proceed.

5.
I have been notified of a request to purchase land adjacent to 24 Albert Crescent in Newport-on-Tay.  The application on behalf of the owner advises that they wish to acquire the land adjacent to their property and that this will be used for additional garden ground.  I would welcome any comments from the Community Council about this so that I can respond to Chris Moodie in the Corporate Asset Management Section.

6.
Grit bins – Sara Wilson has advised me that new grit bins will not be distributed until the autumn – September or October.  As previously indicated, they will be allocated on the basis of when requests were submitted.
7.
Kim Geddie, the Dog Warden, has advised me that Transportation Services will not allow Environmental Services to put dog bins on street lights as it causes problems whilst they are working on them.  Dog poo can be put in any bin that is going to landfill, eg litter bins so that there is not a need to just use dedicated dog bins.

8.
Phil Clarke, Engineer in Transportation Services, advises me that work on the missing link behind Elizabeth Crescent will not now be undertaken until the summer.  He has submitted an additional application for funding to SUSTRANS and the result of this will not be known until the end of May.  Phil was concerned that having looked at the budget that was previously allocated, there might not be sufficient funding to construct the path to a high enough standard and as a result the application to the SUSTRANS Community Links Programme Fund for 2011/2012 has been submitted.  I will provide further information on this once the result of the application is known.

9.
Woodmuir Crescent – Work on improving the pavement at the end of Woodmuir Crescent has now been completed and a temporary barrier has also been erected.  This will be removed later this year when Transportation Services have appointed a blacksmith to erect a free standing tubular steel handrail which will be put up along the face of the wall.  Once this has been erected, the temporary barrier will be removed.
10.
I attended the launch of the new Policing Plan at Cupar Police Station on 25th March.  Chief Inspector John McDonald reported that there had been 96 fewer crimes reported in North East Fife which was a 5% year on year crime reduction.  In particular there had been a decrease of 167 crimes of vandalism or malicious damage to property though there had also been increases in crimes of violence and in crimes of a sexual nature.


There are three key action plans in the Communities Policing Division and these are:- 

· Reducing the impact of anti social behaviour

· Tackling crimes of dishonesty

· Reducing violent crimes


Chief Inspector McDonald highlighted the success of the Community Engagement Meetings with meetings in the Tay Bridgehead ward attracting most members of the public.  The CEM arrangements are now being formally reviewed by a researcher from Dundee University.


Also highlighted was the Community Speedwatch Pilot Programme which was piloted in Cupar.  Subject to a review by senior staff in the Police, this will then be rolled out to other communities and may be of interest within Newport and Wormit where speeding problems have been highlighted.

11.
A meeting was held by the Council with representatives of Scottish Power to examine the reasons for delays in repairing street lighting faults.  At the present time, the target time for repairing single lighting column faults is 25 working days and for group faults, 20 working days.  There can however be situations where longstanding faults are not repaired within these timescales and it was agreed at the meeting that there would be more regular communication between Scottish Power and the Council to try and improve on this.  It was also agreed that Scottish Power will have to pay the Council £10 per day for every day that elapses after the target date until a fault is fixed.
12.
Tender for school and local bus services – Following the discussions we had with Stagecoach about the 77 service, I thought that members of the Community Council would want to be aware that a paper recently went to the Environment, Enterprise and Transportation Committee of the Council.  This advised that following the re-tendering of local bus services in the south of Fife, there is a 35% increase in the tender prices returned for school and local bus service contracts.  Bus services are tendered on the basis of contracts for south, mid and north Fife.  The mid Fife contract is due for renewal in August 2013 and the north Fife contract in August 2014.  If the increase in the south Fife contract is replicated across the whole of Fife, there could be an increase of nearly £3million.  As a result of this, the Committee agreed that there should be a detailed review of school and local bus services with a further report coming back to the Committee in October 2011.  Given the very severe financial restrictions facing the Council at this time, there is likely to be difficult decisions having to be made in regard to local bus services.
13.
RAF Leuchars Campaign – Members will have seen the banners that have been erected at the Tay Road Bridge and on other roads in the area under the heading ‘Keep the RAF in Leuchars’.  A lot of activity has been taking place over the last few weeks in relation to this including a visit to 10 Downing Street on 21st March when both Councillor Caird and myself were part of the group that presented the petition to the Prime Minister.  It is likely that a decision on the future of the base will be made by the end of April but a public announcement will not be made until after the Holyrood elections.  It is important to keep up the pressure in relation to RAF Leuchars over the next few weeks.

14.
Paul Docherty, Environmental Services, has informed me that the owner of ‘The Taybridge Halt Restaurant’ on Naughton Road in Wormit is agreeable to considering a lease agreement for a recycling site.  This has now been passed to the Council’s Estates Team to take forward.

15.
I have been given a copy of the Tay Bridgehead Area Housing Allocations report for 2010/2011.  I would be pleased to make this available to anyone who would like to see it.

16.
Harry Byers, Team Leader in Environmental Services, has advised that new charges for the delivery, uplift and servicing of waste bins at community events have been introduced from 4th April.


It is however possible to minimise the impact of this charge if event organisers choose to continue to uplift and return bins from an Environmental Services depot at no cost.

Councillor Tim Brett
11th April, 2011   
WATERSTONE CROOK

Meeting at Waterstone Crook on 24th March, 2011.  

In attendance:
Ed Watson






Sam Wilson




Wendy Watson




Ron Caird




Stewart McKiddie




Tim Brett

The meeting had been arranged at the request of the local Councillors following concern about the future of Waterstone Crook.  

Ed Watson advised that the Fife Sports and Leisure Trust leased the Waterstone Crook buildings on a 25 year lease.  Capital developments would be the responsibility of Fife Council as would planned maintenance.

Mr Watson outlined the structure of the Sports and Leisure Trust indicating that there were 13 Directors, 6 of whom came from the Council and 7 were independent Directors.  The Trust had charitable status but had to be careful about the way in which it used any surpluses.  In the current year, the Trust had used surpluses to upgrade gym equipment and IT equipment.

The Trust had a 5 year Business Plan but would be expected to deliver £685,000 of savings over this period.  There were difficulties when Fife Council capital projects such as the replacement swimming pool schemes were delayed.  The management fee of the Trust will reduce from 56% of Trust income to 44% of income.

Over the last period, £155,000 had been spent at Waterstone Crook with £120,000 of this on the new car park and £7,000 for new signage.

Discussion centred on what additional marketing activity could be done to promote Waterstone Crook.  It was acknowledged that new facilities had been given the go ahead in Dundee, specifically Olympiad and the Dick McTaggart Centre.

A number of initiatives had been put in place over the years but holiday attendance numbers had dropped and there had been difficulties in recruiting leaders and coaches particularly for certain sports.  It was noted that there were 5 gyms in Dundee which could easily be accessed from the Tay Bridgehead area.

There were a number of questions raised in relation to the centre:- 

1.
What does the community want?  

2.
How can we increase the footfall?  

3.
The possible use of a questionnaire within the community that could be delivered to every household.  

It was noted that Waterstone Crook was the lowest performing centre in terms of attendances and income and there was a net deficit of £93,000 in the last financial year though Mr Watson acknowledged that most centres were operating at a deficit.  

Mr Watson hoped to be able to give us 3 year financial figures but expressed caution as to how these should be used because of the backdating of a pay claim.  

It was agreed to set up a Waterstone Crook Steering Group that might have membership of Stewart McKiddie, Councillor Caird, Councillor Brett, representatives from each of the three primary schools, an Education Officer, Sam Wilson or Bill Don, representatives from different users of the centre and possibly a representative from Tayport Community Trust.  It was suggested that the group should be no larger than 10 individuals and should also include young people and people with a range of interests.  

Mr Watson referred to advertisements that would be placed in the Evening Telegraph and on Radio Tay to promote the centre.  

There was agreement that this had been a useful meeting and that, following further discussion at the next Community Council meeting, steps should be made to establish the Steering Group.

