NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT
MONDAY, 10TH OCTOBER, 2011  
1.
Waterstone Crook Consultation – Nigel Donnell from Scotinform Limited has advised me today that there have been 181 paper responses and 20 on line responses to the Waterstone Crook consultation.  Could you encourage as many people as possible to complete the questionnaire so that the results can then be considered.  The electronic link is http://tniurl.com/3crx27x. 
2.
Pressured Area Status – The Council’s Housing and Neighbourhood Services are consulting on proposals to suspend the right to buy in areas were there is a shortage of social rented housing.  At the present time, Pressured Area Status (PAS) covers the St Andrews and East Neuk localities and parts of West Fife.

Councillor Taylor and I had suggested that PAS should also cover the Tay Bridgehead area given the relatively low numbers of houses available for social renting.  Under the Housing Scotland Act 2010, the right to buy has been removed for new supply of social housing and also for new tenants to social housing so whilst the impact may be small it would help to keep as much housing in social ownership as possible.


3.
Dundee Flower Show – A joint partnership between the Council’s Development Services and Community Services to provide learning and development opportunities for unemployed people has led to a gold medal for an allotment/show garden at the recent Dundee Flower Show.

4.

Scottish Water Protect Your Pipes – I have received information from Anne-Marie Dewar, Regional Community Manager for Scottish Water, of their winter campaign to encourage customers and communities across Scotland to follow their winter code – protecting pipes, being prepared and heating, insulating and protecting your home.  Further information is available on the website www.scottishwater.co.uk/winter
5.
Netherlea Hospital – As most members will be aware, the Glenrothes and North East Fife Community Health Partnership decided to agree to the closure of Netherlea Hospital at the CHP meeting in Cupar on 4th October which I attended.  There were a number of aspects about the way in which the CHP dealt with this that I am not happy about and I am therefore writing again to the Chair, Mr Graham Watson.  The matter will now go to a meeting of the full NHS Fife Board on 25th October in Glenrothes.


6.
New Madras College Update – Following my report to the last meeting of the Community Council, I attended a meeting of the Madras Development Group on 27th September at Kilrymont when revisions were made to the criteria that had been used for the original site selections for the new school.  These proposals were then considered at meetings with parents and local community representatives in Newport-on-Tay on 4th October and again at Kilrymont on 5th October.  The 11 possible sites are now being scored by officers from a range of departments within the Council and the results of this will be reported to an open meeting on 24th October.  It is expected that proposals will then go to the Council’s Education and Children’s Services Committee on 10th November.  Details of the different sites are available on the Madras College Parent Council website http://madrasboard.org.uk/newmadras.htm 
7.
Fife Cares – Provides free home safety and security checks for vulnerable residents including older people and families with children under 5.  For more information on the service e-mail fife.cares@fife.gov.uk or call 01592 599599.

8.
The next Police Community Engagement Meeting will be held on 10th November at 7pm in the Blyth Hall.


9.
Community Safety Partnership Update – Over the last 12 months, there has been:-


· A reduction in recorded crime of 11%, drinking in public places and breach of the peace both down by 30% from 2009/2010 and vandalism down by almost 20%.

· Continued improvements of youth offender management – an 80% decrease in persistent offenders and a 35% reduction in referrals to the Scottish Children’s Reporter Administrator.
· A 5.2% reduction in domestic abuse incidents.

· Continued reductions in the number of people killed on the roads with child fatalities at a record low.

10.
The joint AGM of the Beautiful Newport and Beautiful Wormit Groups was held on 19th September.  Can I congratulate both groups on the work that has been undertaken over the last year to improve and brighten up both of our communities.

11.
Fuel Poverty – It is estimated that there are 49,000 households in Fife that are suffering fuel poverty.  This is defined as a household which in order to maintain a satisfactory heating regime is required to spend more than 10% of its income on all household fuel use.  A fuel poverty support package can be obtained by telephoning the Energy Saving Scotland Advice Centre on 0800 512012 or by going on line at http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland/Scotland-Welcome-page/At-Home 


In addition the Government has recently agreed that anyone who is in receipt of the Carer’s Allowance will qualify for the energy assistance package.
12.
Newport Primary School – I am pleased to advise that Jill Crichton has now been appointed as the permanent Headteacher at Newport Primary School.

13.
High Street Crossing, Newport – I met with Colin Stirling and Gordon Hughes from the Council’s Transportation Service in the High Street on 30th September.  A number of options are now being considered to see if a crossing place can be installed and I hope to hear again from Mr Stirling by the end of October.

14.
Changes to Tay Road Bridge Ramps – As people will be aware, Dundee City Council are making changes to the on and off ramps for the road bridge during October.  This is linked to the demolition of Tayside House.

15.

A92 Inverdovat Junction – I have written again to Transport Scotland regarding the poor visibility for motorists exiting the Inverdovat Junction and have asked if this scheme can be kept in mind for future funding.

16.
New Quarry at Kirkton Wood, near Tayport – A meeting was held on 26th September with Breedon Aggregates attended by the Chair of the Community Council when a briefing was given on the possibility of a new quarry being established at Kirkton Wood on the B945 Tayport to St Michaels Road.  A formal planning application has not yet been submitted but is likely to include changes to the road alignment at St Michaels.

17. 
Tay Road Bridge Closure – The bridge will be closed on Friday, 14th October, to facilitate the final works on contract 2 of the Dundee City Waterfront Project.

18.
Embankment Wall at the Bottom of Hillpark Road, Wormit – Following concerns raised by Mr McKiddie, officials from the Transportation Service have agreed to draw the attention of the owners of the wall to the fact that repairs are required on it. 

19.
Maryton Flats – Following contact from a local resident, arrangements are being made to consider the establishment of a bin store at the Maryton flats in King Street, Newport-on-Tay.

20.

Stop Smoking Support – The Glenrothes and North East Fife Stop Smoking Service are running additional programmes to support people to quit their smoking habit.  These include an 8 week programme of one hour per week at St Andrews Community Hospital commencing Monday, 24th October.  Anyone wishing to enrol should contact the service on 0800 032 6672.

21.
Speed Table at James Street, Newport-on-Tay – Following a query at the last meeting, I can advise that the speed table will be highlighted with anti skid surfacing.  No date has been given for when the work will be undertaken.
22.
Community Speedwatch Initiative in North East Fife – I have received information from Constable Johnny MacLeod of a new Community Speedwatch Initiative which it is hoped will be rolled out in North East Fife.  I attach details of the Initiative as a copy to this report.   The Speedwatch Initiative was piloted in Cupar and provides an opportunity for local residents who are concerned about speeding to get involved in speed reduction activity.  I hope that there might be interest in this within the community so that this can be set up here.  If anyone would like further information they can contact either myself or Constable Johnny MacLeod, our Community Constable.  
23.
Riverside Road, Wormit – I am pleased to say that repairs were carried out on sections of Riverside Road on 22nd and 23rd September following the failure of carriageway repairs some two years ago.  I very much hope that this will resolve this issue.

24.
Blocked Drains – Following a query at the last meeting, I contacted George Duncan in the Transportation Service who advised that drains are cleaned annually but if blocked gullies are reported and they are causing a flooding issue, arrangements will be made for additional ad hoc cleaning to be carried out.  Mr Duncan can be contacted on 08451 555555, ext 450521 or George.Duncan@fife.gov.uk.

25.
Changes to Permitted Development and Pre-application Advice – The Community Council have received information from Development Services on arrangements for pre-planning application advice.

26.

Servite Housing Association – I have been advised that Servite Housing Association will be merging with the Perthshire Housing Association with effect from 30th September.  The new combined organisation will be known as Caledonia Housing Association.

27.
Planning Applications, Consultation with Community Councils – The Secretary should have received a communication from Development Services clarifying the circumstances in which Community Councils will be treated as ‘statutory consultees’ by the Council.  This was a lengthy communication from Iain Matheson, the Council’s Chief Legal Officer, but confirms that the Community Council has 7 days to inform the Planning Authority (Fife Council) that they wish to be consulted on a particular application.  Mr Matheson has suggested that whilst it initially may not be clear whether the Community Council wishes to be formally consulted on a particular application, the only action that would require to be taken is for the Community Council to intimate that it wishes to be consulted.  The Community Council might wish to consider whether it wishes to do this.

Councillor Tim Brett

10th October, 2011   
Community Speedwatch Information

Fife Constabulary role out Speed Watch Initiative in NE Fife 

Local Councillors in North East Fife area have historically received complaints of speeding in their rural communities. They were aware of a Community Speed Watch scheme having been introduced in Norfolk and recently approached Fife Constabulary with a view to introducing such a scheme to North East Fife. Community Speed Watch is a scheme that has been piloted successfully, then introduced to Forces in England, involving local residents in speed reduction activity, and is a scheme that is dependent on members of the public from the community volunteering their time to assist in addressing the problem of speeding within their own communities. 

In order for the scheme to operate successfully, certain criteria will have to be met. 

It has been decided that 

· There must be a minimum of six volunteers in each group; 

· Volunteers had to be aged 18 years or above; 

· Volunteers could only go out in groups of three; 

· Each group must have a designated co-ordinator and deputy; 

· The Local Council must support the scheme; 

· The locations for monitoring are chosen by the community but must be risk assessed by the Police prior to deployment; 

· All locations for monitoring must be within 20mph, 30pmh and 40mph limits; 

· Training for volunteers will include use of equipment and health and safety issues. 

There is also the issue of the cost implication of the equipment required to run each scheme that is set up. The cost for two Warning Road Signs, six High Visibility Jackets, the Speed Gun and associated equipment will cost £600. It is recommended that funding is sought through local councillors and Community Safety Panels. 

After successful vetting of the volunteers has taken place, training is planned to take place throughout December 2011 to February 2012 at Cupar Police Station, in order that we can deploy from early Spring. All aspects in relation to the operation, administration and health and safety of the scheme will be covered. 

Nominations for volunteers can be made via your local Councillor or directly to Kerry.Lynch@fife.pnn.police.uk. Be advised that in order for Fife Constabulary to carry out vetting checks, volunteers must provide their full name, date of birth, place of birth, current address and contact telephone number. 

