NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT
MONDAY, 10TH JANUARY, 2011      
1.
Noise at the Blyth Hall – I am awaiting confirmation from Tom Phillips as to whether it will be possible to improve the soundproofing on the fire doors at the Blyth Hall.
2.
Drainage problems, Tay Street and at the Road Bridge – I have received a further report from Arthur Greene advising that the problem at the road bridge is caused by a broken drainage pipe.  Work was due to begin on Friday, 7th January, to install a manhole on the footpath at the steps down to Tay Street and this will repair the collapsed carrier pipe, remove the right angled bend which the Council cannot jet and make future maintenance easier.  The Council also intends to install an access pipe for the bridge staff to connect into the manhole and therefore disperse the water from the bridge head.  Bridge staff intend to repair the broken drain in the carriageway.  Arthur Greene will then contact BT regarding the sunken BT manhole nearby (in Tay Street) and traffic lights will be needed on Tay Street between the road bridge and Granada Brae whilst this work is being undertaken.  I understand that the traffic lights will be in operation for up to 21 days whilst the collapsed manhole is repaired.

3.
Potholes – Following the period of severe weather, there are now many potholes that need repairing.  These can be reported to 08451 550011.

4.
Fiona Mitchell, our Locality Manager, has forwarded application forms to Kate Legg to request funding for a replacement noticeboard in Wormit.

5.
The next Police Community Engagement Meeting will be in the Blyth Hall on 13th January.

6.
Mark Dewar from Transportation has advised that the traffic calming measures on Cupar Road are still outstanding.  At this stage he is not sure when these will be completed as Transportation resources are still being utilised on winter maintenance.  He will endeavour to complete the work as soon as Transportation ‘return to normal duties’.

7.
There have been a number of complaints about the 77 bus service over the last few weeks with particular problems being reported on 20th, 22nd and 24th December.  I have received a response from Paul Reid, Senior Operations Supervisor of Stagecoach Strathtay, advising that on 20th December, the bus was involved in an accident on its way to Gauldry when, due to ice and snow, the bus collided with a wall;  he has also advised that with effect from January, inspectors will be based in the Seagate Bus Station from morning till night;  due to the number of accidents to vehicles, this has resulted in a number of vehicles being removed from service in order for them to be repaired.  This has probably caused the use of older vehicles on routes that are normally run with newer vehicles;  on 22nd December, the 77 was involved in a serious accident on Hawkhill going towards Ninewells;  on 23rd December the 77 bus which was serving Kinbrae Park slid down the hill into a car causing major damage to both vehicles.  As a result the Supervisor in charge on the morning of 24th December decided that due to safety the service should not serve Kinbrae Park that morning.

8.
Alison Irvine has advised me that she hopes that the draft Fife Core Paths Plan will be completed by June of this year.

9.
I have been notified of a seminar on voluntary halls and centres that is being held on Saturday, 26th February, in Auchtermuchty Community Centre from 11am to 3pm.  The seminar is an opportunity for management committees and voluntary organisations who receive annual funding from the Council to come together to discuss future support from the North East Fife Capacity Building Working Group.

10.
Arrangements have been made for me to meet with the co-Chairs of the Newport Playgroup and Jane Mason, Learning and Teaching Officer (Early Years) on 12th January regarding future funding and support for the playgroup. 
Councillor Tim Brett
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