NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DRAFT
MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 2011 MEETING

HELD IN THE SMALL BLYTH HALL, NEWPORT, ON MONDAY 12th DECEMBER
Present were:
Mrs Hilary Cunningham, Mrs Renee Hepburn, Mr Nicholas Johnston (Vice Chair), Mr Stewart McKiddie (Treasurer), Mr Ian Paterson, Mrs Kate Legg (Secretary)
Apologies from:
Mrs Caroline Penny, Mr Stephen Rottger (Chair), Mrs Vivien Rough, Mrs Margaret Wright 
Cllr Maggie Taylor

Mr David Francis, Fife Herald
In attendance:
Cllr Ron Caird

Visitors:
None
Chairman’s Remarks
In Mr Rottger’s absence, Nicholas Johnston (Vice Chair) chaired the meeting. Mr Johnston welcomed those attending and detailed the apologies. He noted that Cllr Brett would be joining the meeting late because of attendance at another meeting, and passed on Mr Francis’ best wishes to all for the festive season.
Minutes of the meeting held on 14th November, 2011
The Minutes were adopted on the resolution of Mr Stewart McKiddie, seconded by Mrs Renee Hepburn.
Matters arising from the Minutes
Fountatin Restoration This was now essentially complete with just some final paintwork to be finished. It had been hoped that an official “unveiling” could occur before Christmas, but this would not now be possible. It was agreed that this should be arranged for the end of January, hopefully on a weekday so that the children from Newport Primary School could attend. Various members of the CC commented on how good the fountain now looked, particularly the attention to detail. 
[At this point Mr Paterson joined the meeting]

Mrs Legg noted that she had been assured the colours would settle down and were authentic. Mark Shaw, Heritage Supervisor Fife Council Building Services, who had been closely involved in the restoration project, intended to provide the CC with all the plans from the restoration so that they could be preserved for posterity. It was hoped they could then be held in the Newport Library Heritage Centre. Mr McKiddie wondered if an information plaque could be paid for from any surplus from the restoration funding. Mrs Legg believed the entire budget had unfortunately already been committed. It was agreed that if funding could be found for an information plaque, it would be welcomed. Mr McKiddie would investigate options.
Action: Mr McKiddie
LinkedIn Mr Johnston had not yet looked into this, but would do so for the next meeting.

Action: Mr Johnston

Wormit Farm PAN Cllr Caird had looked into the matter raised by Mr McKiddie at the last meeting and confirmed that this was just a marker for the future, not a planning application. Cllr Caird informed the meeting that Bett Brothers were not actively pursuing the development at Wormit Farm for the time being; concentrating instead on Doocot Field, Leuchars. This would see 140 houses, including affordable housing at Leuchars. Another roundabout would be installed in the dip by the doocot and another crossing created on Leuchars’ main street should this development go ahead. A public meeting was planned.
Planning Sub-Committee Mr Johnston and Mrs Legg updated the CC on the progress of the new sub-committee. A meeting had taken place and Mr Rottger had arranged for the planning list to now be emailed to all sub-committee members as well as himself.

Proposed Bus Shelter, West Road Mrs Legg had received an email from Colin Gilbert asking for thoughts on the proposals as the land is on Housing Service account. A plan was circulated to the CC. It was agreed that it was rather vague having just a red box, rather than details of what was going and what was staying. It seemed to suggest that the garden, recently planted up by the In Bloom groups  would be largely or completely removed. The CC felt that this seemed perhaps excessive for the installation of a bus shelter. Different options of shelters were discussed to avoid having to lose the garden and bench currently at the site. Mrs Hepburn proposed simply moving the bus stop slightly, to take advantage of an existing wall, where an overhanging shelter could easily be installed. The wall itself would also provide some shelter. Mr Paterson proposed a “doublesided” shelter, so that those waiting could effectively use the seating within as a replacement bench and still get the river view. Mrs Legg agreed to contact Mr Gilbert and pass on the CC’s comments. Mr Paterson noted that the bus shelter that had been removed last year after damage on Tay Street had still not been replaced. The shelter damaged at the same time on the High Street had been replaced. Cllr Caird would investigate the absence of the Tay Street shelter.
Action: Cllr Caird
Secretary’s Report and Correspondence 
See Appendix 1 
1. Mrs Legg drew attention to the new glossy brochure.

2. The plan was circulated. It would be from the Tay Road Bridge across the grass at the top up to Craighead Road cycleway. The plan suggests that the part by Elizabeth Crescent might also receive attention. Mr McKiddie was hopeful this was the case as it was currently very dangerous on Elizabeth Crescent. The start date was 27th February. Mr Paterson noted that the proposed surface could be very slippy in winter and hoped that drainage would be sorted beforehand.
3. Mrs Legg drew attention to the regular Christmas scam of fake delivery cards, popped through doors claiming a parcel could not be delivered, then providing a premium rate number for the person to call.
5. There had been a meeting already. Cllr Caird drew attention to his point 3, appendix 2 and urged the CC to be involved. It would probably be web-based forum with a core membership of 3/4 CC representatives. The Planning Sub-Committee would follow up on this.
Action: Planning Sub-Committee
6. Mr McKiddie proposed double-checking that FONT were already in the database. Mrs Legg would follow up with Mrs Louise O’Neill.
Action: Mrs Legg
Planning Matters
All matters dealt with elsewhere during the meeting. No new applications.
Treasurer’s Report
The bank balance stood at £1628.54. From the £500 floral grant, £396.97 had been spent, leaving a balance of £103.03. Mr McKiddie reported some confusing invoices from Fife Council. Having not received invoices for the rental of the Blyth Hall for CC meetings for a couple of months, he had now received several all at once. Some detailed multiple dates within one month i.e. October, which clearly were not CC meetings or events. The pricing also appeared to be wrong. Mr McKiddie would discuss the matter with Brian Anderson who deals with bookings for the Blyth Hall.  It was still intended that others be asked to pay towards the Netherlea Meeting.
Councillors’ Reports
Cllr Caird reported : See Appendix 2
1. As reported at the November meeting there would a CD for CC members on the details of winter arrangements. Cllr Caird circulated leaflets and cards with the relevant contact details. Mrs Legg took posters for the noticeboard and Manna Café. Mrs Hepburn noted she had already seen a gritter on the pavements; only unfortunately it had been empty and thus spreading nothing. Mr Paterson requested that something be done about gritting between pavements and bus stops. This was particularly a problem at the Tay Road Bridge access as, though the car park was gritted, bus passengers had to use ungritted pavements to try to get there upon alighting. Crossing the road was especially fraught with the amount of black ice there and from the pooling at the drain at the car park entrance. The problem was magnified last winter, as the entrance to the car park was used to dump cleared snow. This meant that bus passengers were forced to try and climb the 2 metre piles in the middle of the pavement. Mr Paterson felt strongly that there should be no repeat of that this year and that the Bridge Board should be approached.
Mr McKiddie noted that the extended road humps or platforms were covered in black ice. He queried if grit just did not work on them for some reason or if it was a problem of texture. Cllr Caird would discuss the matter with Sara Wilson
Action: Cllr Caird
8&9. Cllr Caird drew attention to these two points.
10. Cllr Caird explained that Smart Water worked by permanently identifying what it was applied to. Thus metal recovered at a scrapyard could be traced back to its original form/owner.
Cllr Brett reported : See Appendix 3
This was discussed in Cllr Brett’s absence.
4. Without the relevant email, this could not be discussed at this meeting.
8. This appeared to suggest that the bus shelter discussed earlier would not be provided in the near future.
12. Mr McKiddie noted this was very good news and well deserved.

22. Mrs Hepburn queried the specifics. Apparently, the gabion was a retention device and the brander an edging piece.
Other Business

Newport - Tayport Road (See appendix 2, point 2) Mr Paterson queried the need to re-surface before remedial drainage works as that appeared to be an illogical way round. Cllr Caird gave the details of Dave Smeaton’s response. Essentially, the road needs to be re-angled in order to correct the drainage. Re-sloping the road would take place at the re-surfacing stage, hence re-surfacing before drainage works. It was strongly felt by the CC that there was a considerable problem with ponding along the road. Motorists were already driving over the middle white line in order to avoid this ponding. Apart from being dangerous in itself, the ponding was causing more and more damage to the road surface. It was felt that 2013/2014 was far too late as the road would be in too dangerous a state by then. In the winter there was ice under the water and there had been a number of accidents already. It was agreed that the matter needed to be pursued further. Cllr Caird would bring the matter to Bob McLellan’s attention and Mr Johnston would approach Tayport CC to coordinate efforts.
Action: Cllr Caird & Mr Johnston

[The meeting finished earlier than usual at 8:31pm and Cllr Brett, who was       en route to Newport, was contacted and advised of this]

Date of next meeting : Monday, 9th January 2012
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