NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DRAFT
MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 2011 MEETING

HELD IN THE SMALL BLYTH HALL, NEWPORT, ON MONDAY 12th SEPTEMBER
Present were:
Mrs Hilary Cunningham, Mr Nicholas Johnston (Vice Chair), Mr Stewart McKiddie (Treasurer), Mrs Caroline Penny, Mrs Kate Legg (Secretary), Mr Stephen Rottger (Chair), Mrs Margaret Wright
Apologies from:
Mrs Renee Hepburn, Mr Ian Paterson, Mrs Vivien Rough,
Cllr Maggie Taylor

In attendance:
Cllr Tim Brett, Cllr Ron Caird

Visitors:
Mr David Francis, Fife Herald
Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman thanked all from coming on such a stormy night and welcomed them to the first Autumn/Winter meeting.
Minutes of the meeting held on 11th July, 2011
The Minutes were adopted on the resolution of Mrs Margaret Wright, seconded by Mr Stephen Rottger.
Matters arising from the Minutes
Fair Trade Town Status Fair Trade would be discussed more generally with Manna. Cllr Brett had put Vanessa Stark in contact with Fiona Grant of Fife Council. 
RAF Leuchars The decision is now known; the intention is for the army to be brought into the base, but details remain sparse. Cllr Caird stated that the official position was that the RAF would leave the base in 2013 with a probable period without a presence before army units moved into Leuchars and HMS Caledonia in Rosyth (see Appendix 5, point 6). Cllr Brett commented that the current timetable would see the army arrive at any time between 2014-2017 and a firm timetable would not be known this calendar year (see Appendix 4, point 4). He further noted that a TA Engineering Unit was already based at Leuchars which was proving helpful in meetings. The worry remained that it could be up to 3 years before the army arrives which would had serious repercussions for schools, employment etc. The Scottish Government had been very active in seeking solutions.
Netherlea Hospital (See Appendix 4, point 2). There had been much correspondence between the Councillors, Mr Rottger, Friends of Netherlea (FON) and Glenrothes North East Fife Community Health Partnership (CHP). In the absence of plans for a public consultation coming from the Glenrothes CHP, FON and the CC had arranged the public meeting held the previous Wednesday. Unfortunately this had clashed with other meetings, notably that on the future of Madras (see Appendix 5, point 5). Despite this, the meeting was attended by a large number of people, meaning it had to be moved to the larger room booked as a backup. The meeting was heated but civil. It was clear that the CHP were saying Netherlea would be closed and equally clear that this was overwhelmingly opposed by the community. Those attending were invited to write to the CHP before 27th September. Proposals would be made to the CHP’s main committee before their 4th October meeting. Mr Rottger had asked that these proposals be delayed, given that the alternative care package did not seem fully fleshed out. It was agreed that the CC would write stating that it was unconvinced in the case for the closure of Netherlea as the case for an alternative strategy of care had not been made. It removed a centre for assessment somewhere between acute care at Ninewells or home care. A second letter would be sent to the Chairman of the CHP stating that the treatment of the FON in this process had been unsatisfactory. These would be circulated to the CC beforehand for agreement.

Action : Mr Rottger

Given how much FON had given to the hospital, not just in terms of raising large sums of money, they should have been given more respect. Mr Rottger noted the irony that at the Meeting when the inadequate provision of transport for the proposed strategy had been raised, the CHP had hoped a “volunteer organisation could help with this”. He felt it was rather difficult to bank on this without nurturing such links. Mrs Legg noted that there had been too many “maybes” and “probablys” in the CHP’s answers regarding the proposed role of the GP Surgery. Cllr Brett said it was hoped that services currently at Netherlea such as Chiropody could move to the Surgery, but agreed that this needed to be agreed beforehand. There was now more information on how the new strategy was expected to work, but still not enough information and without the support of the GPs of NE Fife, it could not work. Mr Rottger commented that the pilot scheme for the new system had actually taken place in Wales and there was some dispute as to whether it had actually constituted a pilot. Mrs Legg felt there was no evidence of consultation between the CHP and their opposite body in Tayside, despite most people needing recuperative care in this local area coming from Ninewells Hospital. Cllrs Brett and Caird expressed some disquiet at how the “consultation” process had been dealt with by CHP, expecting others to act as middlemen to do all the engagement with service users, groups and patients. Cllr Brett urged people to sign the petition to stop the closure of Netherlea that was now in most shops. Mrs Legg noted that excessive volumes of paperwork had been sent to the CC that was clearly beyond its resources to reproduce and disseminate throughout the community and that the CHP should have done so themselves.
Gowrie Street Hole Cllr Caird had chased this and after too great a delay, Scottish Water had admitted responsibility and made good the repair. Cllr Brett commented that discussions were underway at Council level with the Utility companies as there had been problems with substandard road repairs when Utilities had finished their works. Cllr Caird noted that Station Brae’s problems stemmed from the previous  work undertaken by Turriffs. Mrs Legg further noted that the gullies around Gowrie Street were totally full with sand. Mrs Penny queried if the speedbump on James Street had intentionally been left unpainted.
Secretary’s Report and Correspondence 
See Appendix 1
1. The CC is now officially an Environmental Body and all the present community councillors are members of its board. Further costs may be incurred on establishing how many steps the fountain should have, and correcting the greater internal damage to the stonework than originally estimated. There is some concern that omitting drainage weepholes, as requested by Historic Scotland, could lead to further damage in the future. Mrs Legg clarified that there is a contingency fund in place however. Cllr Brett felt sure FC was committed to the project and would see it through to completion. Mrs Legg commented that it had been some 13 months of filling in roughly 4 forms a month to get to this juncture. Mrs Wright queried if a telescope would be situated at the fountain and Cllr Caird confirmed that it would be close, but not distracting from the fountain. 
2. The survey was circulated and Mr Rottger would collate answers
Action : Mr Rottger

3. This would be at Castle House at 5:30pm.

4. Mrs Legg suggested this could be useful for Waterstone Crook.

5. Unfortunately the deadline had been 4th September 2011.

6. The PAN was regarding the extraction of sand i.e. a quarry, halfway between Tayport and St. Michaels. New regulations meant this had to be issued to relevant CCs and the site backs on to Forgan. Cllr Brett commented that this had been mooted 3/4 years ago. Cllr Caird said there had previously been objections due to the presence of red squirrels and its importance as a migratory route to Tentsmuir Forest. Cllr Brett further highlighted the potential transport issues from large lorries along that particular road.
7. There would be drop in sessions on 21st September, 2-7pm at St Andrews Town Hall and 22nd September 2-7pm at Gregory Hall, Tayport.

8. This dealt with how FC could project Fife and how people felt about living in Fife. The workshop would be 25th September 1.30-4pm in St Andrews and Cupar.

A letter from the Royal Horticultural Society regarding Britain in Bloom would be passed on to WIB and NIB.

Planning Matters
Following previous discussion, a Planning Sub-Committee, would be formed consisting of Stephen Rottger, Renee Hepburn, Nicholas Johnston and Stewart McKiddie (thereby giving a good geographical distribution of members’ neighbourhoods) and be organised by email. This group would work together between CC meetings to look at the details of applications and make any necessary site visits. This would help with the sometimes very short periods allowed for comment on the website, without having to coincide with the second Monday of each month. Cllrs Caird and Brett expressed their approval of the new process.
1 Kilnburn – Erection of shed
6 Westacres Drive - 15 solar panels (10 West, 5 South)
Installation of dormer

These and both Leng Home applications were still pending

The application for a garage on Castlebank, mentioned at the previous meeting, had now been withdrawn.

Inverdovat Farm – Application for a wind turbine. Notably did not need to give Neighbourhood Notices as there were no neighbours within the specified 20 metres. However the MOD had objected in detail on its size and effect on radar, so this application was now withdrawn. Mr Rottger noted that photomontages had been requested and wondered if this had been influenced by the CC’s previous insistence on a photomontage for the turbines at West Friarton.
Treasurer’s Report

Mr McKiddie circulated a budget (see Appendix 3) and then ran through essential expenses. He noted that there was a slight surplus, but not enough for the “non-essential” items that traditionally saw expenditure. There was a bit of capital saved up but it would continue to be eaten into. He detailed some proposals for cost saving i.e. why did Wormit have 2 poppy wreathes rather than just one; could fewer CC meetings be held, thereby saving on rent. Cllr Brett commented that the CC’s giving of gifts on Diamond wedding anniversaries and 100th birthdays was a lovely gesture, but the CC might like to consider that it was a gesture also made by Fife Council. Mrs Legg noted that most CCs held 10 meetings a year, whereas we currently  had 11. It was agreed that this would be discussed at the October meeting. Mr Rottger suggested January or December might be sensible to drop given the weather of recent years.
Councillors’ Reports
Cllr Brett reported : See Appendix 4
1. Cllr Caird and Mrs Penny attended the meeting. All previous options will be revisited. They would be available to the public and then go to the CEC on 10th November (not 22nd September as detailed in Appendix). Cllr Caird gave further detail (see Cllr Caird reported, point 5).
5. Riverside Road surface will be replaced on 22-23rd September

7. Mrs Legg circulated the delivery areas for the CC members

11. This would require a discussion with the school and seems an unlikely prospect.
16. This will start on Wednesday.

If members had missed the SQA results on report, they were good

9. Cllr Brett drew this to Mr McKiddie’s attention following his work in this area.
8. Mrs Legg raised the problem of lorries pulling across the junction at Station Brae, mistaking it as the start of a layby. This had nearly caused a serious accident recently. Mr Rottger noted a clear increase in farm traffic turning at the Road Bridge roundabout to get to Inverdovat.
Cllr Caird reported : See Appendix 5
5. Councillors were not allowed to comment at the meeting. Parents were clearly unhappy at the proposal to use Kilrymont, although it does seem the best chance of actually getting a school. The date is now 2015 at the earliest and it is greatly disappointing to be at the current position. Mrs Penny noted that some people were still very tied to the university scheme and could see no other option. Whereas others now wanted absolutely nothing to do with the University given what had happened and were just focussed on getting a school built. Mr Rottger could understand this position, but cautioned against rushing into a bad decision. Cllr Caird was clearly disheartened at the length of the process and the broken promises. Cllr Brett noted that the timescale for building varied greatly on the chosen site. The Kilrymont site, being already owned by the Council, would allow building to begin more quickly. Cllr Caird noted, however, that Kilrymont, being a listed building, could cause some delay. Mrs Cunningham noted her concern for the children who would end up being on a building site with this option and that the South Street building had equally shocking areas of disrepair to those at Kilrymont.
1. Correction, as there is a total of 3 telescopes and one has already been installed at Wormit Bay.  It would seem there will not be one at Bridgehead Place. Foundations at the fountain and along the Tayport Road would be laid tomorrow.
2. Cllr Brett noted he was also pleased at how many local people had been allocated housing there.
Other Business

Mrs Cunningham commented that a replacement for the glass recycling previously at the The Halt (now renamed The View) in Wormit had not been provided. Cllr Brett had no further update and would chase the issue. Mr McKiddie queried why the equipment was all removed before land ownership had been clarified.
Action : Cllr Brett
Mrs Cunningham declared an interest and took no part in the discussion.
Cllr Caird noted a complaint had been made about the overgrown condition of The Braes. Iain Barbour had withdrawn men from the area due to dog fouling. Cllr Caird had chased this to get the robotic mower in. However it appeared a gateway was too narrow for the machine and further solutions would be sought. Cllr Brett raised the question that, as the CC had worked on improving the dog fouling problem, why could the men not now return to their previous methods.
Date of next meeting : Monday, 10th October 2011
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