NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DRAFT
MINUTES OF THE JULY 2011 MEETING

HELD IN THE SMALL BLYTH HALL, NEWPORT, ON MONDAY 11th JULY
Present were:
Mrs Renee Hepburn, Mrs Kate Legg (Secretary), Mr Ian Paterson, Mr Stephen Rottger (Chair), Mrs Vivien Rough, Mrs Margaret Wright
Apologies from:
Mrs Hilary Cunningham, Mr Nicholas Johnston (Vice Chair), Mr Stewart McKiddie (Treasurer), Mrs Caroline Penny
Cllr Tim Brett, Cllr Maggie Taylor
Mr David Francis, Fife Herald

In attendance:
Cllr Ron Caird
Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman welcomed all and noted it was hard to believe it was the middle of the holiday season, before opening the meeting.
Minutes of the meeting held on 13th June, 2011
The Minutes were adopted on the resolution of Mrs Margaret Wright, seconded by Mrs Vivien Rough.
Matters arising from the Minutes
Boat Brae (See Appendix 3, point 1)
Fair Trade Town Status The relevant information had been passed onto the Chair that night and so would be discussed once there had been time to read it.
Secretary’s Report and Correspondence 
See Appendix 1
2. Available to view, this shows how development plans will be carried out over next few years.

3. Fountain has now been removed for restoration.

7. Cllr Caird confirmed that the questionnaire had been re-drafted. CC members agreed to distribute questionnaires to their local streets.

Action: CC members

9. The Secretary noted the quality of the newsletter (see also Appendix 3, point 14). Mr Rottger encouraged soliciting members for the panel.

10. It was felt that the letter presented the future of Netherlea Hospital as a foregone conclusion. On receipt of the letter Mr Rottger had contacted Vicky Irons, General Manager. Mrs Hepburn stressed that large funds had already been raised by the Friends of Netherlea to improve the fabric of the building. Mrs Wright raised the question of the endowment of the building to the burgh. Cllr Caird expressed his displeasure at the proposed closure and stated he had made this clear during a meeting in St Andrews (detailed Appendix 2, point 7). He also noted similar issues regarding endowment to the community with regard to school land (see Appendix 2, point 11). Mrs Rough and Mrs Legg highlighted the importance for the most vulnerable in the community who did not have transport to go further afield. Also how such a local facility enables family and friends to visit, who might otherwise be unable. Mr Paterson noted that despite the existence of various services at Netherlea Hospital, locals appeared to be referred to Dundee for treatment instead. The CC felt that Netherlea Hosptial was too important a resource to lose and that steps should be taken to ensure its future. It was agreed to call for a Public Meeting with representatives of Glenrothes and North East Fife Community Health Partnership. Some members of the CC felt a more aggressive campaign should be started including a petition and banners.
Planning Matters
The items discussed at the June meeting were still pending. There were 2 new items

West Park Road End of the cul-de-sac, next to Netherlea. 2 comments so far. Currently an empty site in need of tidying. Concern had been expressed over site levels and the security of the rockface. There had been previous applications for the site in November 2003, October 2004 and December 2008. The latter, for 9 flats, had met local opposition and planning had been refused. This new application returned to the previous applications for 2 houses rather than flats. It seemed that the opposition had been to flats rather than houses as they were deemed out of keeping. Reactions would be monitored and the CC would suggest that the colour of the buildings be specified and that all precautions were taken to secure the rockface and protect other residents’ existing dwellings.
Newport Primary School Playing fields (See Appendix 2, point 11)

Treasurer’s Report

The figures had been provided in correspondence from the outgoing Treasurer, Mrs O’Neill. The balance stood at £666.70; £99.30 had been paid out in cheques since the AGM. The grant of £1643.38 was forthcoming and the books would now be transferred to the new Treasurer Mr McKiddie. The rent had increased from £20.10 to £24.10, with an increased annual cost of £44. Mr Rottger proposed that once the new Treasurer had settled into office, that a budget be drawn up of the known fixed costs. Mrs Legg noted that the rental price was fair in comparison to that at the Rio Community Centre, but purely because a large discount on normal rates was given to the CC.

Action: Mr McKiddie

Councillors’ Reports
Cllr Caird reported : See Appendix 2

1. Mrs Hepburn felt that it was inappropriate that public fundraising i.e. through parents and past pupils, had been put into the Bell Building and yet it could go into private ownership (University of St. Andrews). Mrs Rough highlighted that the fabric of the building was continually worsening as the situation dragged on. She also noted the time, effort and money that had gone into drawing up plans for a state of the art school, that could be wasted if the St. Andrews University partnership fell through. It was felt by the CC that other locations such as Craigtoun Park fell short as they would still require bussing and a school should be in the centre of the community.
3. The Cabinet meeting had not taken place, thereby delaying announcement of RAF Leuchars’ future.

6. Cllr Caird noted that this point did not entirely coincide with Cllr Brett’s point 7 (Appendix 3). It was agreed to keep on eye on the planning applications and that a public meeting should be encouraged. Members felt that development of the Wormit Farm site could be positive.
8. (See also Appendix 3, point 25) Cllr Caird felt that the houses themselves had been well done. However parking remained a problem. He noted that he had opposed the development at the planning stage. The key issue for him was that places should be allocated to locals primarily and he was pleased to report that half of the units so far had indeed gone to locals.
9. If the appeal is upheld there would be drastic changes to the Structure Plan.

10. Cllr Caird warned that the local community was in danger of being subsumed into Dundee and that close attention needed to be paid to the TAYPlan. The CC discussed the pros and cons of being part of Fife or Dundee City Council.

11. This parcel of ground beyond Victoria Road could now not fit the allocated 50 houses and industrial units because of the archaeological considerations. The newly proposed location would have a larger industrial section and would take in the recreation area of the primary school. Children would then have to cross the burn to reach a wedge of land, that was also prone to flooding. Tayfield estate had objected on the grounds that they had donated the land for education use. However it appeared that this objection could be simply overturned and a compulsory purchase order put through. There was general disquiet from members that the original terms of endowments could be ignored (see Planning Matters, point 10) as appeared to have been the case previously with St.Serf’s. Mr Rottger would register that the CC felt the proposal was impractical.

12. Cllr Caird had stressed that drainage had to be corrected before the road resurfacing commenced. Mr Paterson noted that a drain was still missing by Grenada Brae and that he would be in contact with Fife Council. Mr Rottger commented on the widescale problem of drains still full of winter grit. Cllr Caird felt that a gully cleaner was needed along every street.
Mrs Legg reported that a hole had appeared at the top of Gowrie Street, and so far only bollards had been placed over it. Since the bin lorry had to drive over it, this was of some concern. Cllr Caird would follow up the matter.

Action: Cllr Caird
Cllr Brett reported : See Appendix 3
Cllr Brett’s written report was circulated and discussed in his absence:
10. Mr Rottger asked that if Fife Council did get the required notice from the bus companies, they should in turn inform the affected Community Councils. Otherwise they would not have the time to react. He felt Stagecoach’s response showed a “hardening of attitudes”.

12. Cllr Caird was horrified at the state of Riverside Road and Mrs Rough felt that the delays were shocking. Mr Rottger noted that a close eye should be kept on the situation.

16. It was felt that the signs for drivers, indicating pedestrian crossings, needed to be clearer  
21. Mrs Rough commented that the vandalised plants had been replaced.
22. Mr Paterson intended to attend and highlight the issue of speeding along Tay Street. He felt the 30mph speed limit needed to be extended to discourage this. Mrs Rough noted that the measures taken in Kilmany Road could be useful, namely the slow down light sign and the fake painted speed bumps.
Other Business

Mrs Hepburn noted that the new lines painted at the Forgan roundabout had omitted a dotted line at the Give Way. Cllr Caird replied that this had also been noted at the Tayport CC meeting.
Mr Rottger felt that the current “get in lane” notices posed problems for those trying to turn at the roundabout due to the closure of the A92 gaps at Station Brae. Mrs Legg and Mr Rottger commented that the problem stemmed from those using the farside lane purely to overtake as they were not prepared for the slower moving traffic which had moved to the righthand lane as instructed. It was noted that the closure of the gaps added an extra mile to a journey for those living by Station Brae.
Mrs Hepburn queried to what authority should she report a washed up dead seal. Cllr Caird would follow this up.

Action: Cllr Caird

Cllr Caird noted that funds were being raised for a Tay Bridge Memorial on Riverside in Dundee and, hopefully, a simpler memorial at the Fife end of the bridge in Wormit. Mairi Shiels was researching for a storyboard at the site and Leuchars CC would be donating towards this.
Date of next meeting : Monday, 12th September 2011
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