NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DRAFT
MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 2011 MEETING

HELD IN THE SMALL BLYTH HALL, NEWPORT, ON MONDAY 14th FEBRUARY
Present were:
Mr Stewart McKiddie (Chair), Mrs Hilary Cunningham, Mrs Renee Hepburn, Mrs Kate Legg (Secretary), Mrs Louise O’Neill (Treasurer), Mr Ian Paterson, Mrs Caroline Penny, Mr Stephen Rottger (Vice Chair), Mrs Vivien Rough, Mrs Margaret Wright
Apologies from:
 Mr Nicholas Johnston
Cllr Maggie Taylor 

In attendance:
Cllr Tim Brett, Cllr Ron Caird
Visitors:
Mr David Francis, Fife Herald

Mr Douglas King, Commercial Manager &

Mr Kenny McWalter, Operations Manager, Stagecoach East Scotland
28 Members of the Public
Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman welcomed everyone and noted that it was great to see so many people. There was good news for the local community as the Taybridge Halt would be taken over on 1st March, to hopefully re-open mid-March as a restaurant serving tapas-style food rather than as a pub. He then introduced Mr Douglas King, Commercial Manager and Mr Kenny McWalter, Operations Manager, of Stagecoach East Scotland, to the meeting.
Stagecoach Discussion 
Covered in separate sheet.
Regular CC business then resumed at 8:24pm.
Minutes of the meeting held on 10th January, 2011
The minutes were adopted on the resolution of Mrs Margaret Wright, seconded by Mr Stephen Rottger with the following amendment: p.2 “Dr Tom McLellan” should read “Dr Bob McLellan”
Matters arising from the Minutes
Tay Street/Grenada Brae drainage See Appendix 1 point 4. Mr Paterson noted that work carried out so far at the bridge end of Tay Street had been good. However he did feel the current repair on the potholes had only short term viability. Cllr Brett commented that he had reported all of Tay Street for pothole repair.
Mr Paterson felt that the situation at the Tay Road Bridge roundabout had seen improvement, however the heavy rains of the weekend had led to the drains becoming blocked once more. This in turn led to flooding at Grenada Brae again. Mr Paterson would keep Arthur Greene up-to-date with the situation.
Mrs Cunningham noted that the road conditions had deteriorated on Riverside Road and there was also a large pothole at the top of Bay Road. Cllr Brett advised reporting the matter via the relevant telephone number. 
Newport in Bloom & Wormit in Bloom Mrs O’Neill had received donations of £300, £50 and a very helpful offer of earth. There had been queries from people on the location of tubs and some interest from local businesses. Mrs Legg reported that businesses in Cupar had notices with a Cupar in Bloom logo showing their sponsorship of planting. Mrs O’Neill would talk with shop owners as there was some concern that tubs should be light enough for them to bring in, in the evening. The currently selected tubs would be too heavy for this, but the shop owners were concerned about vandalism. Mr McKiddie felt it was worth trying and then seeing if there was vandalism. He congratulated the groups for the work already done. He felt the creation of a list of businesses would also prove invaluable for CC work.
Secretary’s Report and Correspondence
Mrs Legg noted that yet again training had been scheduled on a week day afternoon. The CC discussed the use of Queen Margaret Hospital, Dunfermline by local residents. 
From the FET Newsletter Mrs Legg discovered that Falkland CC had received a grant of £11,000 for the restoration of their fountain and would speak to a contact there for advice.
Newport Fountain Restoration update As stated last meeting, a letter had been received from FET indicating that £16,954.23 would be awarded towards the total costs of £60,934.23. Complications had arisen regarding paperwork on listed building consent. Mrs Legg had vigorously pursued this through the official bodies and now had an email confirming the relevant consent would be forthcoming. However actual documents were still required that could then be forwarded to FET. The grant from Fife Council remains in place and the money to finish the project is now guaranteed by FET. Fife Council would appoint the builder and the allocated budget included contingency. Some confusion remained over management of the grant. Clarification would be needed on whether the whole amount was transferred to the CC Treasurer to facilitate bill payment. If so, a transfer would be needed this financial year. Furthermore a maintenance plan for the next five years would be needed. Mr Paterson felt a close eye was needed on this given it was lack of maintenance that led the fountain to be in such a state. His concern was that there would be a repeat and the situation would be back at square one. Mrs Legg had asked Fiona Mitchell for Fife Council to assume maintenance given the CC lacked the necessary resources.
Planning Matters
1 Beach Road back extension of house. There had been one objection to a minor part of the proposal. Namely it was felt inappropriate for a Victorian house to have a turfed roof on the one storey extension. Cllrs Caird and Brett clarified that there had to be 6 objections for an application to go to Committee for consideration.
2 In the 2005 application for the Busy Bee nursery there had been one restriction: only 12 children to be allowed in the garden at one time. The nursery was now trying to get this lifted and residents had contacted the CC with their concerns. The application was rather sparse in detail leading to fears that all 40 children could be allowed out at once, thereby generating a lot of noise for neighbours. The CC discussed the difficulties of ensuring the children received the required amount of time outside in fresh air versus the rights of neighbours to peace and quiet. Cllr Brett had requested clarification from the planners regarding the number of children. It was noted that this issue had led to lots of objections when the application had first been made, hence the restriction being applied. Mr Rottger felt that a total lift of the restriction was a bit of a jump and that people needed more detail to be reassured. Cllr Brett suggested that the nursery allay concerns by explaining how they expected it to work i.e. numbers of children out at a time, how frequently they would be outside etc. Mrs Cunningham and Mr Rottger would discuss the matter further. Comments had to be made by 21st February. 
Action: Mr Rottger
Mr Rottger queried why this application had been received on 9th November, but had not been released until the 31st January list. Cllr Brett would take up this concern with Planners.
Action: Cllr Brett
Treasurer’s Report

The balance of funds stands at £1,399.00 (plus the ringfenced amount which was slowly being used up). Mrs O’Neill felt that a well qualified auditor needed to be sourced to meet Fife Council requirements. Mrs Rough would discuss this with a possible candidate.
Action: Mrs Rough
Mrs O’Neill announced her intention to demit office in June. She would balance the books and present them at the AGM before leaving. She felt that having held the office for 25 years it was time to move on. She would also leave the CC at the same time to pursue other projects. During her time with the CC she had overseen various items outwith the Treasurer’s role such as Rights of Way and poppy wreaths and she would pass on the relevant information etc. for these areas. She will continue her role organising the sale of poppies for the Poppy Appeal. Mr McKiddie stated the CC would be sorry to see her go.
Councillors’ Reports
Cllr Caird reported : See Appendix 1
6. Mrs Penny reported that the Primary School wanted to look at parks around the area to see what could be improved and wondered if this could be tied in with this item.

3. Cllr Brett had had reports from residents that these lights were too bright. It was hoped that they could be dimmed once Waterstone Crook has closed at 10pm.

5. Cllr Caird noted that there had been lots of requests for Wormit. These would only be considered now in October. Mr McKiddie asked if the change to bus routes would mean a change in gritting routes since that would leave some long roads untreated. Cllr Brett had spoken to George Beattie on the matter and he confirmed the gritting would stop. However an increase in budget meant that secondary routes (which this would now be classed as) were likely to be treated sooner. No guarantees on these particular roads would be given though. Cllr Brett felt that at a minimum there needed to be a push for 3-4 grit bins along these roads. Mr McKiddie felt that an objection needed to be made if gritting of these routes was stopped; it was bad enough already that the buses were going to be stopped. Grit bins had not been located along the routes because the roads were gritted, so if this stopped, there was not even the contingency of grit bins. The School would be affected; people would abandon more cars creating further problems. Cllr Brett suggested contacting Dr Bob McLellan. Mr Rottger would write stressing that this was an important commuter route
Action: Mr Rottger
Mr Paterson queried creating some sort of one way system at times of heavy snow to prevent the problems of this year where people from the top of the hill abandoned their cars on Tay Street thereby creating a bottleneck there.
8. Mrs Legg thanked Cllr Caird and Cllr Taylor for their contributions at the RAF Leuchars meeting.
Cllr Brett reported : See Appendix 2
2. 1,120 potholes had been reported and repaired in December and 1,852 in January. The target for repair is 5 working days. The first repair is temporary to then be followed up with a permanent repair. Cllr Brett urged people to keep reporting rather than assume someone else had reported potholes.
5. From a response received today it seemed likely that this could go forward in some way.

8. Fife Care leaflets were distributed.
12. This was suggested as a possible location for the boat of flowers.

16. If people want trees cut down along the Nature Trail they should approach Ian Barbour. Mrs O’Neill noted that FONT had been busy pruning along the Nature Trail at the weekend.
19 & 20. Cllr Brett drew attention to these two points. Mr McKiddie was encouraged by the quotation for the Blyth Hall soundproofing.
21. The intention was still for this to take place this financial year. Mr Rottger was not impressed by the continuing delay given safety had been cited as the need for this work.
3. Mr McKiddie felt the CC should make a drive for the use of local facilities.  This would include promoting Waterstone Crook. Cllr Brett encouraged use of Newport-on-Tay.com and suggested putting the drive in the priorities plan for the next year. Issues could also be raised at the next Organisations Event. Mrs O’Neill commented that as the CC leaflet drop for the Rio Community Centre had been worthwhile, perhaps a similar effort could be undertaken for Waterstone Crook. It was felt that from its foundation as a local community driven project, Waterstone Crook  had rather lost its way. It no longer had a committee pushing for things. Mrs Legg noted that Waterstone Crook did not score highly in terms of quantity of facilities/activities in the Fit N Fun in Fife promotional literature. 
Mrs Cunningham suggested a holiday football camp run by the local clubs as currently takes place in Dundee. Mrs Penny said this had been tried in the past and there had not been enough interest then. However the local football teams were currently working with the Primary School suggesting that it could be viable. Mrs Rough noted that Cairnie Fruit Farm ran a packed commercial football scheme so there was a demand. Mr Paterson argued the key was publicity, and the commercial ventures had this; without it schemes would not run.
13. The mechanical sweepers were likely to be used only on roads, whereas pavements would be cleared by hand. Hopefully the pavements would be done by early March. Mr Paterson stressed the problems the leftover sand was creating in the drains.

Other Business

Organisations Event This would take place on 23rd March at 7pm. Mrs Wright gave her apologies. Mr Rottger would ensure Tayport CC received an invitation and congregational groups would be included as organisations. A later event for businesses would use the recently created list of businesses for invitations.
Priorities List This would be discussed at the next meeting. Mrs Legg asked all members to ensure they had a copy.
Dog Bins Mrs Hepburn queried if bins for dog waste were being removed. Bins seemed to be gravitating towards the school leaving large gaps. Cllr Brett had received a complaint for Kinbrae Park. Mr Rottger wanted clarification on whether dog bins could be sited on existing street furniture like street lamps. Cllr Brett would enquire and suggested inviting the new dog warden to a CC meeting.
Action: Cllr Brett

Zolotarevo students Mrs Wright reported that the 2 boys who had been unable to come over last year would now be coming for 2 weeks in March.
Date of next meeting : Monday, 14th March 2011
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