NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DRAFT
MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 2011 MEETING

HELD IN THE SMALL BLYTH HALL, NEWPORT, ON MONDAY 10th JANUARY
Present were:
Mr Stewart McKiddie (Chair), Mrs Hilary Cunningham, Mrs Renee Hepburn, Mrs Kate Legg (Secretary), Mr Ian Paterson, Mr Stephen Rottger (Vice Chair), Mrs Vivien Rough, Mrs Margaret Wright
Apologies from: Mr Nicholas Johnston, Mrs Louise O’Neill (Treasurer), Mrs Caroline Penny
Cllr Maggie Taylor 

In attendance:
Cllr Tim Brett, Cllr Ron Caird
Visitors:
Mr David Francis, Fife Herald

Chris Dunkerley, Newport-on-Tay.com
Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman noted that it was a return to the weather conditions of the last meeting with all the shovelling and gritting, before introducing a presentation from Chris Dunkerley from Newport-on-tay.com.
Newport-on-tay.com Presentation 

The website had been set up some five years ago by Mr Dunkerley and his brother Eddie and has had several different versions. It was intended to serve as a platform for the community; allowing discussion and the promotion of both events and community itself. Advertising on the site served to help local business and the revenue raised then went back into the community into various charities and groups each year. Whilst the number of registered users (400-500) and page hits (1,000 a month) were still high, since the recent revamp of the website, discussion had declined. This was partly believed to be due to the removal of the option of anonymous commenting. Some members of the CC felt that given the nature of some of the previous comments this was actually an improvement. Indeed the need to register had been introduced to discourage “trolls” posting personal attacks/inflammatory comments. Several members felt more encouraged to comment in this new, more positive atmosphere.

Mr Dunkerley was seeking support from the CC since the website was a part-time venture to which he could no longer devote the same amount of time. Mrs Hepburn suggested posters on the local community noticeboards to raise attention for the site and Cllr Brett noted that it was promoted in literature he regularly puts out. Mr Dunkerley felt that promotion was the lesser issue; rather he sought to revive the discussion aspect and increase quality content. 

Mr McKiddie thanked the Dunkerleys for all their hard work over the years and the creation of such an important resource. He passed on comments from Mr Johnston, the CC’s representative on Newport-on-tay.com to Mr Dunkerley. The CC itself uses the website to distribute items and inform the community. Mr Paterson felt that the CC could go further in its use of the site by posting various issues for discussion. Mrs Legg commented that the readership were clearly there given the responses she had received following Cllr Brett’s call on the website for public support for the fountain restoration. Mr Dunkerley was keen to involve more in the community, especially the younger generation, by pro-actively commenting on issues. He stressed that all registered users could create content. Mrs Rough queried how many organisations were registered like the Rio Community Centre, the Rotary etc. Mr Dunkerley noted that there were fewer organisations registered than previously. Mr Paterson and Mr Rottger felt a “sticky” forum for buses could be one useful idea. Mr Paterson noted that the Rio Community Centre found the website invaluable for the promotion of its fundraising events such as jumbles and wondered if the Centre could publish reports in the future. Mrs Legg proposed greater input from the recently established Wormit In Bloom and Newport in Bloom groups.

Regular CC business then resumed at 7:56pm.
Minutes of the meeting held on 13th December, 2010
The minutes were adopted on the resolution of Mr Ian Paterson, seconded by Mrs Hilary Cunningham.
Matters arising from the Minutes
Cllr Caird’s Report Point 3 Mr McKiddie clarified his remark “400 more homes were proposed” was in reference to the Local Plan in general, not Station Brae itself.
Tay Street/Grenada Brae drainage See Appendix 1 point 2 and Appendix 2 point 1. Cllr Caird commented that Mr Paterson and the member of the public present at the last meeting had been kept updated on developments. Mr Paterson stated that the repair to unblock the Tay Street drain/pipe at the bottom of the steps from the Tay Road Bridge had been relatively quick. A sump was now being installed and further work could take some time. The crucial issue was maintenance from this point. He expressed disappointment that BEAR had works at the roundabout only scheduled for July. Mr Paterson remained sceptical given how long the issue had been ongoing and the previous lack of coordination between the Bridge Board and BEAR regarding drainage. He felt a programme of works from BEAR would be useful. Cllr Caird stressed that a commitment had been made to give these works a higher priority. He felt that the issue could now proceed in a tripartite way between the Tay Bridge Board, BEAR and Fife Council, and hopefully this financial year. Obviously all work was dependant on weather conditions. Cllr Caird was confident that Dr Tom McLellan’s coordination would see results.
Road Conditions & Winter Weather Mrs Cunningham commented that some scheduled work at Riverside Road, Wormit, that had been delayed by the snow, had then been restarted rather abruptly. A note just to warn residents that their cars did now need to be moved would have been welcomed. Mr McKiddie noted that the actual road was moving underfoot at the bottom of Birkhill Avenue. Cllr Brett would look into the issues there.
Action: Cllr Brett
Priorities List
The list last updated in February 2010 was circulated and discussed by the CC. See appendix 3. Further updates will be integrated by Mr Johnston for a thorough discussion at the March or April meeting.

Action: Mr Johnston

1. A lot of work had been achieved on this objective. Cllr Brett suggested using Newport-on-tay.com to ask if there are areas needing attention; Spring being a good time to get things done i.e. the Nature Trail.
2. The major development was the formation of two groups Wormit in Bloom and Newport in Bloom (formerly “Beautiful Wormit” and “Beautiful Newport”). Floral enhancement grants for these groups and the CC had been secured totalling £1,500. Boats had been offered to fill with flowers, daffodils had been planted along the steps leading from Tay Street to the Tay Road Bridge, and an enthusiastic committee had been formed. The adoption of the telephone kiosk would not be pursued further. Mr Rottger wondered if a doorless kiosk could be obtained and used as an information centre in the High Street.

3. The Organisations Event had gone well and would hopefully do so again this year. It was agreed to hold the event on the same day of the week as in 2010. The importance of encouraging participation of young people was discussed. Mrs Rough would investigate possible avenues such as inviting students of Modern Studies at Madras College or those taking part in the citizenship section of the Duke of Edinburgh Award.
Action: Mrs Rough
4. Interest in a skateboard park seemed to have waned. Cllr Brett suggested having a visitor from Fife Leisure Trust attend the meeting too. There was some discussion over the lack of communication from Izzy Whyte who has responsibility for Fife Council youth provision in the area. She will be invited to attend a future meeting or to submit a report of current projects and plans for the future.
Action: Cllr Brett
Mr Paterson reported that the Fife Council-run Youth Clubs at the Rio Community Centre [Juniors, Seniors] were struggling with low membership. This was probably due to irregular scheduling and cancellations when youth workers were unavailable, since Rio-run projects [Funhousers, Rio Challenge, Young Heritage Detectives] that had not suffered from these problems, had had good membership figures. Mr Paterson felt that a drop-in youth cafe, like Manna, was needed at the Rio Community Centre. Several members felt that given the existing problem of finding reliable volunteers/staff for weekly clubs, this would make manning a daily club unlikely. Mr Paterson believed that once it was established it could then be self-policed and any resultant damage to property would gradually diminish. 
It was felt that the leaflet drop of the Rio Community Centre’s What’s On Guides by the CC had been successful. Cllr Caird believed that publicity was key and this could be built on by the local groups such as Rio Community Centre, Waterstone Crook, Kirk organisations etc. pooling their information. Mr McKiddie proposed a sub committee to collate this information in addition to Cllr Brett’s suggestion of using Newport-on-tay.com.
Action: to be decided
5. Objectives 5a, b and c had been completed and e was likely to go forward now that the Newport West sign had been erected. The Provosts’ photographs project was also moving forward.

6. 7. & 8. Completed.

9. Cllr Brett had chased up the “missing link” with Fiona Mitchell who was taking this forward.

10. Ongoing.
11. Discussed at this meeting earlier.

12. Manna had joined the Comfort Scheme and Waterstone Crook would follow. However there remains a problem in Newport when Manna is closed and there is no provision in Wormit. Cllr Brett suggested approaching suitable businesses and asking if they would be prepared to join the Comfort Scheme.

13. Kirk Road fencing had been completed. Mr Paterson commented on the beautiful mosaic on James Street and whether the current owners of the property could be encouraged to do some restoration of the fading colours. 

The remaining objectives were not discussed at this meeting with the exception of objectives 16 and 20. 

16. FONT hoped more fruit trees could be planted at Netherlea Hospital for the community orchard. Cllr Brett had written to Netherlea with this suggestion.
20. Completed.
Secretary’s Report and Correspondence
Mrs Legg noted that the scheduling of the Treasurer’s Training session at 10am-12pm assumed that attendees did not work. It was felt that future sessions should be held in the evening.
Planning Matters
There was no Planning Report. Applications had been very quiet since November.
Treasurer’s Report

In the Treasurer’s absence Mr McKiddie reported that the balance of funds stands at £1,340.00. Other items Mrs O’Neill had asked to be raised had already been discussed at the appropriate points in the Meeting.
Councillors’ Reports
Cllr Brett reported : See Appendix 1
3. Potholes – The telephone number on appendix 1 is the out of hours number only. The correct number should be 0845 550011. Potholes can also be reported online at fifedirect.org.uk.
1. Tom Phillips is still awaiting costings.

5. Press suggests that the Police are happy with the model of Community Engagement Meetings.

7. There have been a number of problems. Cllr Brett has received regular correspondence on the matter. Mr Rottger felt that passengers were showing understanding that weather conditions posed certain problems. However, the poor communication from Stagecoach Strathtay exacerbated the situation. The electronic information boards at Dundee bus station were out of action for most of December. An inspector was unavailable at the bus station “out of hours”. Cllr Brett had been informed that inspectors would now be available “at night”. There was some debate as to the definition of “night”. From the changes in the timetable many commuters were now not coming back until after 6pm, which was currently considered as “out of hours”. Commuters had frequently been stranded by service changes intended to get routes back to timetable i.e. stops not being served, or Newport being entirely missed out. This affected both those trying to get out of Newport and those trying to return from Dundee. It was felt that the situation was unfair to the bus drivers themselves as they had no inspector to defer to for sensible compromises for stranded passengers. Mrs Hepburn noted that from her daily commute by car in December she had not seen the buses run to timetable once. Cllr Brett would invite a representative from Stagecoach Strathtay to the next meeting.
Action: Cllr Brett

Cllr Caird reported : See Appendix 2
2. Salt stocks now stood at 2,836 tonnes, with 3,000 tonnes on the way (1,000 from Egypt). The Conservative Group had put forward a motion to Fife Council, part of which was asking for earlier work at a local level for snow clearance etc. Mrs Legg stated that Station Brae needed to be upgraded as a priority route for snow clearing. Cllr Caird referred to his comments during the December meeting on the problems the local community had experienced given its topography. Cllr Caird had asked for a grit bin to be provided at the bottom of Station Brae given the problems of getting to it otherwise.
8. Mrs Hepburn asked for clarification as to whether Waterstone Crook car park and Bay Road would no longer be served at all by buses, or just by certain services. Cllr Caird believed his information implied the former. Disappointment was expressed at this decision. Mr Rottger noted that Stagecoach Fife were in the process of strengthening links between the bus service and Leuchars rail station, whilst Stagecoach Strathtay appeared to be doing the opposite for Dundee.
9. The event was attended by Cllr Caird, Mrs Legg and Mr McKiddie and went well. It had been picked up by local media. Mrs Legg felt this was another project that could be highlighted on Newport-on-tay.com.

4. Cllr Caird urged people to apply for a pack. Mrs Legg would obtain one for the CC.
Action: Mrs Legg
Other Business

Postal Deliveries Mr Paterson commented that the DD4 area had received a lot of publicity for the lack of post deliveries, yet DD6 had also had atrocious service. Cllr Brett had omitted from his report that he had discussed the problems with the sorting office in Dundee. He had been informed that the DD6 problems had stemmed from staff sickness meaning rounds had had to be alternated daily with the remaining staff. A CC member suggested that delivery staff had actually been diverted to the sorting office to clear the backlog and this had caused the alternating rounds rather than sickness. Many members of the CC had received late mail, and mail posted locally had been franked in places as far away as the south of England. Cllr Brett urged all incidents be reported to him so he could follow them up.
List of members The latest contact list for CC members was circulated to all by the Secretary.
Date of next meeting : Monday, 14th February 2011
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