NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DRAFT
MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 2010 MEETING

HELD IN THE SMALL BLYTH HALL, NEWPORT, ON MONDAY 13th DECEMBER
Present were:
Mr Stewart McKiddie (Chair), Mrs Hilary Cunningham, Mrs Renee Hepburn, Mrs Kate Legg (Secretary), Mrs Louise O’Neill (Treasurer), Mr Ian Paterson, Mrs Vivien Rough
Apologies from:
 Mr Nicholas Johnston, Mrs Caroline Penny, Mr Stephen Rottger (Vice Chair), Mrs Margaret Wright
Cllr Maggie Taylor 

In attendance:
Cllr Tim Brett, Cllr Ron Caird
Visitors :
Mr David Francis, Fife Herald

Jamie Amrani
1 Member of the Public
The meeting commenced with a presentation by Jamie Amrani on his recent trip to Zambia. Mr Amrani thanked the CC for their donation of towards the five week visit organised by World Challenge. The trip had been funded by various fundraising activities and involved building a Science Technology block at an orphanage school as well as work at a chimpanzee refuge. Mr Amrani detailed some of his experiences to the CC and stressed the importance of simple things like supplying pens and pencils to the school children. He was very keen to return to undertake further work at the school project. The school had been gradually built over a number of years through the involvement of World Challenge groups. Regular CC business then resumed at 7:48pm.
Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman welcomed everyone and passed on his appreciation of the clear, detailed minutes of the Wind Farm Presentation at the previous meeting, and also thanked Catherine Callard for the work she has done for the CC over the past year. 
Minutes of the meeting held on 8th November, 2010
The minutes were adopted on the resolution of Mrs Louise O’Neill, seconded by Mrs Vivien Rough.
Matters arising from the Minutes
Remembrance Day Parade A piper was secured for Newport and a good contact provided for the future.
Fountain Restoration Cllr Caird had followed up with Kate Hughes as requested at the November meeting. Congratulations were passed on to Mrs Legg following an oral commitment for the remaining funding required. Mr McKiddie noted that an interpretation plaque for the fountain was on the Priorities list and so should be included in any costing for the project.
Newport West Station The sign had been installed. There would be paving around it once the weather had improved and there would be an unveiling ceremony in the future.
Member of Public’s Concerns over Blyth Hall Kate Legg, Cllr Brett, Tom Philips and Stewart McKiddie had met with Ian Stewart to discuss the issues raised at the November CC meeting. The Night Time Noise Team (NTNT) would come along to some events and monitor the noise levels. The perceived problem of the West door would also be further investigated.
Tay Street /High Street Bus Shelters Cllr Caird reported that new designs were being explored to replace the missing shelters. These had to be less prone to vehicular damage.
Drainage Tay Street / Tay Road Bridge Roundabout Cllr Caird had spoken to Arthur Green and further cleaning of the gullies was planned. They had last been cleaned in October and Mr Paterson had informed the Council of further problems at the start of December. Mr Paterson stressed that gully cleaning was a short term solution to a long term problem, namely inadequate and poorly located drainage. One part of the drain forms a T, thus one part remains blocked when gullies are cleaned. Cllr Brett had spoken to BEAR regarding the problems on the roundabout and was awaiting a response.
Granada Brae Water Pooling & Road Damage Further to the above, the owner of 102 Tay Street addressed the meeting regarding the problems caused by insufficient drainage at the bottom of Granada Brae. The property’s garden wall was being constantly subjected to high splashbacks of the water collecting in Tay Street. A specialist had confirmed that the wall was moving as a result of this. The problem was clearly evidenced at present by a sheet of icicles all down the hedge that sits above the wall.
The owner was particularly concerned about the very deep potholes the pooling water had created and the danger these posed to traffic. She was especially worried that a motorcyclist could have a serious accident since the depth of the holes was deceptive. She regularly put back in place the one warning cone since it was often moved. She had also collected many of the lost hubcaps and left them along her wall for people to collect. The constant splashback meant that the pavement outside her gate was particularly treacherous as thick ice just kept reforming. This, along with being soaked by passing cars going through the deep pool, meant that it was very difficult to leave the house.
Cllrs Caird and Brett felt the situation was unacceptable and needed to be rectified. Cllr Brett suggested that gully cleaning become routine rather than just on request and that perhaps a total review of the drainage system was necessary. It was recognised that a long term solution was needed. Another house at the bottom of Granada Brae had previously had to have extensive repairs to a wall because of similar issues. Mrs Legg noted that drains higher on the hill that clearly led to Tay Street were now also becoming blocked. Sand from the winter gritting was going down the drains creating more problems.
Grit Bins - Tay Street Cllr Brett felt there was a clear need for more grit bins along Tay Street and asked for specifics on number and location.       Action: Ian Paterson
Speeding Kilmany Road See Appendix 2 point 2

Madras Consultation See Appendix 2
Wind Farms Mr McKiddie felt that a fuller discussion of the CC’s feelings about these was necessary and suggested that this might become an Agenda item for the February meeting.
Secretary’s Report and Correspondence
Sites of Special Scientific Interest Map A new map had been issued as there had been errors in the one distributed in September. Areas that had been mistakenly omitted in Wormit were now back on the official map.

Fife Council - CC Minutes’ Distribution Fife Council had requested that all CCs should be passing on their Minutes to them. Mrs Legg believed Mr Johnston did this already and if not, she would take on the responsibility.

February 2011 Elections Cllr Caird explained that there were still elections to take place in St. Andrews. They are delayed there to allow fuller participation by the University students.

Community Council Grant Mrs Legg believed the proposed amendments would not mean much difference for the CC. The admin part of the grant would rise from £200 to £400 whereas the payment per head would decrease from 18p to 12p. This was to allow a more equal distribution given the varying sizes of CCs.
ASCC Following the recent Association of Scottish Community Council election of Office Bearers, Mrs Legg noted that the Scottish Government were asking for views on how the organisation was achieving its goals. The survey can be found online and Mrs Legg ran through some of the questions with the CC. Some points of concern were that training often tended both to be in Glasgow and held mid-week. This was clearly not ideal in terms of distance nor for people who work. Only 14% of those Community Councils who could vote in the ballot, did so. Mrs Legg did note that the current newsletter was the most informative one she had received from the ASCC.
Balancing the Books See Appendix 2 point 1.

Fife Draft Community Plan for 2011 This was now online for comments until 9th January 2011. Cllr Brett explained that this stemmed from discussions between Fife Council, Fife Health Board, Fife Police and local colleges on what was needed for the next ten years. The last such plan had called for a new Forth crossing.

Floral Enhancement Grant Confirmation of receipt of the CC’s application for a grant had been received.
Planning Matters
There was no Planning Report. 

Treasurer’s Report

The balance of funds still stands at £1,484.00. 
The Poppy Appeal had raised £1,465. This was less than last year’s £1,600 approx., but since that had been a bumper year it was still an improvement. There was money due to go out but the relevant invoices had not yet been received. Money was still ring-fenced for the Provost pictures. This stemmed from money previously provided by Fife Regional Council for a flagpole that was then paid for by Fife Council. It was hoped that the 29 portraits would be ready to be installed in the Blyth Hall in February 2011.
Councillors’ Reports
Cllr Caird reported : See Appendix 1
3. Cllr Caird noted that the current condition of Station Brae was bad. Mr McKiddie observed that 400 more homes were proposed, meaning more cars and the alternative of Tay Street was already clogged up.
Mrs Hepburn noted that on one day during the heavy snow she had been across much of rural Fife in a 4x4 and had found relatively isolated places like Elie well cleared. Although the Newport to Tayport road had been cleared, the roads through Newport to Wormit had not been treated. Having contacted the Council, she was informed that, despite being a numbered B road, it “was not a priority”. She expressed great displeasure that such a major road for getting in and out of the community (and the main bus route) was not considered a priority.

7. The CC discussed following Tayport CC’s example in applying for grant for computer equipment. Mrs Legg would look into it.

Action: Mrs Legg
Cllr Brett reported : See Appendix 2
Point 21 should be amended from “public right of way” to “path” since it is not the former.
1. Following last year’s consultation which recognised the problem of surplus Council buildings, Cllr Brett urged people to go online again and give feedback. Broad areas for saving were needed.
Mrs Hepburn was concerned about rumoured possible local closures such as the Blyth Hall and Waterstone Crook. She noted that there had been previous assurances that Local Offices would be kept open, only for them to be closed after 6 months. Cllr Brett stressed that in the current climate difficult decisions had to be made and so many lists would be drawn up, all containing many buildings all over Fife and taking into account many scenarios, thus making it inevitable that somewhere on one list a local building may feature. However he gave strong assurances that the Blyth Hall was too well regarded as an asset to appear on any list or be in any danger. Mrs Legg reported that Tom Philips of Fife Council Community Services had said the money generated by the Blyth Hall made it important to the Council. Cllr Brett believed that buildings that were not well used would be those targeted. There was discussion about the future of Waterstone Crook. Cllr Brett said he would bring any further information he received on Waterstone Crook to the attention of the CC. Currently, Waterstone Crook was being well used after 3pm and at the weekend. The CC recognised that Waterstone Crook’s position would be improved if it was well used before 3pm. Ian Paterson wondered if the primary school could make use of it during school hours.
4. Cllr Brett encouraged responses to the Madras consultation. It was equally important to comment if you support the proposals, not just if you objected.
8. Cllr Brett had been passing on daily reports about Fife Council’s actions to deal with the winter weather conditions, when he had received them, to Mr McKiddie and Mrs Legg. Cllr Caird, whilst noting that in many ways the winter weather conditions had been better dealt with this year, expressed some criticism. He felt the area was not seen as a priority, and that whereas a flat area like Springfield had had 6 lorries working, the 3 hillside communities here had not seen equal attention. Side roads were in a bad condition, and pavements were still covered in ice. He felt a more local immediate response was needed. Piling grit on snow rather than bare tarmac was causing further problems. Communication between Fife Council and contractors needed improvement i.e. East Station Place was scraped after being gritted. Cllr Caird did note Cllr Brett’s efforts in informing people of the extra weekend bin collections. Mrs Rough commented that the state of the pavements complicated residents getting the bins out, though she did feel it was exceptional weather. Many believed that salt rather than sand was needed.
Mr Paterson noted that such weather increased the number of people walking along Tay Street to get to public transport to get to work. He felt some priority was needed to help people get out. Yet Tay Street had not been cleared and its pavements were hazardous. The pavements were a combination of hard packed snow with sand on top, sheets of ice from the splashback from potholes, or regular large piles of snow to climb where drives had been cleared. Mr McKiddie highlighted a similar problem where ploughs were banking up snow on the pavements rather than verges.
Cllr Caird noted that ¾ of the current salt supply had been used in 17 days. Of some 21,000 tonnes, only 5,198 tonnes were now left, so that a further cold spell could present even more problems. Cllr Brett commented that Edinburgh now only had 300 tonnes left. The problem was that despite having 27 gritters, in order to clear all streets, Fife would need 75. This would obviously be very expensive. Mrs O’Neill observed that this would also see an increased cost from fuel consumption and Mrs Rough similarly in personnel. Cllr Brett stressed that the local community was not alone, as many areas had been suffering in the heaviest snow for 25 years. Staff had been fantastic, working all hours and weekends and many had been receiving a lot of abuse.

Several CC members noted that residents could help efforts by not blocking pavements when clearing their own drive or by each person clearing the pavement outside their own door. Mrs Cunningham commented that Bay Road had been dug out by the residents there. Mr Paterson queried if a list of local contractors with diggers could be used. Cllr Brett noted that Perth and Kinross Councils had contracts with farmers for winter weather but that this was not yet in place in Fife. Mrs Legg remarked that the grit bin on Gowrie Street had frozen at the top making it appear full when a lorry came to refill it, when in fact it was empty underneath. Mrs Hepburn observed that the lights being out on the High Road was making conditions even more dangerous.
16. Cllr Brett passed on greetings from the Zolotoravo.

19. He urged people to follow the link on the future of care homes.

17. The link path would hopefully now be going ahead in the new year. Mrs O’Neill noted that Beautiful Newport had already planted lots of bulbs alongside the path and where hoping to increase this with primroses next year.
20. The threat to RAF Leuchars is real and opposition to its closure has cross party support.
Other Business

Local Development Plan for  Fife There will be a consultation on how the current 3 plans can be integrated for the whole of Fife. This would save money amongst other things. The consultation will run from 13th December - 12th February at www.fifedirect.org.uk/haveyoursay. Official notification would be forthcoming for the CC’s views.
Date of next meeting : Monday, 10th January 2011
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