NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DRAFT
MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 2010 MEETING

HELD IN THE SMALL BLYTH HALL, NEWPORT, ON MONDAY 11th OCTOBER
Present were:
Mr Stewart McKiddie (Chair), Mrs Renee Hepburn, Mr Nicholas Johnston, Mrs Kate Legg (Secretary), Mrs Louise O’Neill (Treasurer), Mrs Margaret Wright
Apologies from:
Mrs Isabel Armstrong, Mrs Hilary Cunningham, Mr Ian Paterson, Mr Colin Markie, Mr Colin Reid, Mr Stephen Rottger (Vice Chair)
Cllr Maggie Taylor 

In attendance:
Cllr Tim Brett, Cllr Ron Caird,
Visitors :
Mr David Francis, Fife Herald
Chairman’s Remarks

The Chairman welcomed everyone to what would be the last meeting of this Council. A new member would be joining at the next meeting. Since there were fewer than 13 nominations, an election would not take place for the new CC. Mr McKiddie encouraged more people to join.
Minutes of the meeting held on 13th September, 2010
The minutes were adopted on the resolution of Mr Nicholas Johnston, seconded by Mrs Margaret Wright with the following amendments: p.2 Removal of “Mr Johnston called for a vote on how to proceed.”
Matters arising from the Minutes
Fountain Restoration The CC press statement had not yet been made. The Fife  Environment Trust had confirmed receipt on 27th September of the CC’s application for funding. They required further information such as a signed Constitution and the Secretary had this in hand. Mrs O’Neill would provide evidence that the CC has a current bank account.





     Action: Mrs O’Neill
The copy of the current constitution was signed by Mr McKiddie at the meeting for the purposes of the application. Mrs Legg informed the meeting that a new model constitution was being developed and would be examined by community councils for possible future adoption.

There was some discrepancy within the advice from Fife Council as to whether VAT would have to be paid. This depended on whether the CC was considered a client of Fife Council or if the fountain project was seen as managed directly by Fife Council. If the latter then there would be no VAT and the shortfall would be £30,000. Cllr Brett confirmed that the £40,000/£47,000 promised by Fife Council had been formally approved by the North East Area Committee and he believed it was already in place. Mrs Hepburn felt it should be noted that this sum had been gradually collated from the budget over several years and ringfenced, rather than being one lump sum from the current budget. Mrs Legg confirmed that the proposed costs were an estimate but included a contingency.
Cllr Brett encouraged spreading awareness of the project and that those who support it should show this support in writing. Mr McKiddie will discuss the historical aspects of the fountain and the proposed restoration with Mr David Francis of the Fife Herald.
Action: Mr McKiddie
Doors Open Day Despite poorish weather this had seen a good turnout. Some 15 people in Newport from 2 years old and above, and 48 in Wormit attended. Attendees were from all around the locality and as far away as Edinburgh. Mr McKiddie thanked CC members for their support and Mairi Shiels for leading both talks.
Secretary’s Report and Correspondence
The Secretary had received a letter of thanks from the Secretary of the Rio Community Centre’s Management Committee for the distribution of its What’s On leaflets by CC members. 

Custody Visitors Volunteers were required to become Custody Visitors, independent members of the local community who visit Police stations unannounced to observe, monitor and report upon the welfare of people held in custody.

Review of Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Inner Tay Estuary SSSI  A copy of the documents is available at www.snh.org.uk  

Annual National Conference of the Association of Scottish Community Councils This will take place on Saturday, 28th November in the Sir Charles Wilson Building, Glasgow University.
Beautiful Newport and Wormit The CC had received its own form to apply for floral enhancement funding, so it appeared this could be used in addition to any monies received by each group themselves. Mrs O’Neill and Mrs Legg confirmed that the two groups were proceeding nicely with some planting having already taken place. Mrs O’Neill hoped that if the CC did receive some money it could be used for the War Memorial. 
Cllr Caird agreed to chair the inaugural meeting of the new CC on 8th November.
Planning Matters
See Appendix 1.
In Mr Rottger’s absence, Mrs Legg gave the report and circulated the list of planning applications. 
A letter had been received regarding the closure of the gaps on the A92 which followed the points covered in Cllr Brett’s report (appendix 2, point 2).
Kilmany Road Development This had now been put back to November, as detailed in appendix 2, point 3. Some displeasure was voiced at how long this application had been dragging on for. This was largely due to the new rules in August 2009 and the effect this had had on the correct procedure to be followed. Further information had been requested at the Departure Hearing and the application would now go the full Council for consideration. It was confirmed that the public could attend this meeting.
Treasurer’s Report

The balance of funds still stands at £1,550. Since March, £999.41, had been spent plus a further £100 due to go out for registration with ENTRUST. Mrs O’Neill could give further detail if required. She asked if another Organisations Event would be taking place, for budget planning purposes. The possibility of inviting businesses this year rather than voluntary organisations was discussed. Mrs O’Neill pointed to the successful Tayport example for voluntary organisations. Cllr Brett felt the event was worthwhile to thank volunteers, raise awareness of both the CC and the organisations themselves and raise possible issues and projects with each other. Cllr Caird echoed the importance of the Tayport event for the community. Mrs Wright also welcomed another event for Newport voluntary organisations and commented on the usefulness of the recent Rotary organisations event which had been open to the public. Mrs Hepburn was complimented on her buffet for the last Organisations Event by Mrs Wright and the Treasurer. Mrs O’Neill commented that the principal costs had been the rental of the hall and alcohol. It was agreed that dates and an organiser would be looked at and the next event would be for voluntary organisations, with businesses as an idea for the future.
[ Mr Johnston had to leave at this point in the meeting]

Mrs O’Neill reported that the young man to whom the CC had awarded money for his Zambia trip had asked if they wished to see his photo journal. The December meeting was proposed as a possible date for this. 
Councillors’ Reports
Cllr Brett reported : See Appendix 2
17. In Cllr Caird’s absence, Cllrs Brett and Taylor had responded regarding public consumption of alcohol bye-laws.
2. There would be no physical closure of the gaps on the A92 until January, weather permitting.

6. More grit bins were possible if people wanted to request them. Mrs Hepburn queried the availability of grit and Cllr Brett confirmed that the previous supply problems should now have been addressed.
11. Details had been passed on to Mr McKiddie and Mr Rottger.

13. The plans for the offshore windfarm could be seen in Dundee. By 2015/16 there would be approximately 180 turbines along the coast. However these would only be seen locally from Tentsmuir Forest and if using binoculars
14. Waterstone Crook is looking at reducing its opening hours as it is not used much in the morning. An existing morning booking was likely to continue.

20. A briefing note regarding the control of dogs has been included in the report given the CC’s work on this issue over the years. Cllr Caird noted that the new Act would mean a Dog Warden could now act on hearsay evidence.
9. FONT had had a very successful walk with many issues raised. Mrs O’Neill commented that the knotweed had been treated with salt and just needed spraying to finish the job.
8. Dundee Renewable Energy Plant. Fife Council had been asked to comment purely as a courtesy. Mr McKiddie had not received the photomontage in time to put together a response. Cllr Brett felt that the plant was relatively small in the photomontage. Though there had not been much coverage this side of the River Tay, the project had received plenty of attention in Dundee. Cllr Caird was aware of some opposition in the Tay Bridgehead area and had communicated this.
4. Mrs Wright suggested a gift relating to the local area would be appropriate. She would explore gift options with Cllr Brett.

15. Cllr Brett clarified the whole of Kirk Road would not be closed, just the school end, and that Bridge Street would still be useable.

Cllr Caird did not issue a printed report as he had been away. Further to Cllr Brett’s report which covered most issues:

Maryton. Some of the previously raised issues had had a hopefully successful resolution. There had been good input from the meeting and there would be a further meeting in November. This had been organised by Colin Gilbert.
Tay Bridge Disaster Memorial There will a presentation in the McManus Galleries with the Lord Provost of Dundee and the Provost of Fife on the anniversary of the disaster – 28th December. The victims had had many Fife connections and it is hoped the presentation will bring further support to the project.
Lock for Noticeboard Fiona Mitchell had reported that the joiners had lost the original keys but would be rectifying the situation.
Kirk Road There was a map of alternative routes during its closure.

Traffic Calming Kilmany Road Cllr Brett noted that details had just come in on this today, which he would pass on to Mr McKiddie. The proposals included another “slow down” sign and painted phantom speed cushions. Comments were needed by 5th November. Residents of Kilmany Road itself would get letters regarding the measures. Mr McKiddie queried whether notification should be wider given the road is not solely used by its residents. Cllr Brett hoped that raising the issue with the CC was a way of doing that.
Other Business

Newport West Information Board Mr McKiddie had received this today and the Treasurer had also received the invoice. Mr McKiddie, Mrs Hepburn and Mairi Shiels would meet to agree the exact positioning of it. The money will come from Kate Hughes.
Community Wind Turbines Mr McKiddie proposed a visitor be invited to talk at a future meeting about community wind turbines. S/he had already advised Newburgh and would be talking to Tayport Community Trust.
Priorities List It was felt that this should be looked at again, especially as there was some progress achieving items.
Remembrance Parade Mr McKiddie was in the process of applying for permits. These were not needed for Wormit. Mrs O’Neill had sourced a piper for Wormit.
Police non-emergency number response times Mrs Hepburn noted that she had had difficulties getting an answer. When she did get through and mentioned this, she did not receive a very professional response. Cllr Brett would pass on the issue to Sergeant Steele.
Action: Cllr Brett

Date of next meeting which will be the inaugural meeting of the new Community Council: Monday, 8th November 2010
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