NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DRAFT
MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 2010 MEETING

HELD IN THE SMALL BLYTH HALL, NEWPORT, ON MONDAY 13th SEPTEMBER
Present were:
Mr Stewart McKiddie (Chair), Mrs Hilary Cunningham, Mrs Renee Hepburn, Mr Nicholas Johnston, Mrs Louise O’Neill (Treasurer), Mr Stephen Rottger (Vice Chair), Mrs Margaret Wright
Apologies from:
Mrs Isabel Armstrong, Mrs Kate Legg (Secretary), Mr Ian Paterson Mr Colin Markie, Mr Colin Reid 
Cllr Maggie Taylor 

In attendance:
Cllr Tim Brett, Cllr Ron Caird,
Visitors :
Mr David Francis, Fife Herald, Trond Haugen (Director Lindean Partnership, Advisor to SEStran), 4 Representatives of Tayport Community Council, 1 member of the public  
The meeting commenced with a presentation by the South East Scotland Transport Partnership on the South of the Tay Park and Ride (see Appendix 1). Regular CC business then resumed at 8:20pm.
Chairman’s Remarks

In light of the upcoming CC elections the Chairman commented that it was now three years since he joined the CC along with three others. He then opened the meeting.
Minutes of the meeting held on 12th July, 2010
The minutes were adopted on the resolution of Mrs Louise O’Neil, seconded by Mrs Hilary Cunningham with the following amendments: p.3 “6 houses” should read “9 flats”.
Matters arising from the Minutes
Fountain Restoration Kate Hughes, Fiona Mitchell, Kate Legg, Louise O’Neil and Stewart McKiddie had met to discuss the refurbishment. This had been followed up with another meeting with Fiona Mitchell. If the £70,000 +VAT plan is not accepted by the CC, then the £40,000 from Fife Council will no longer be available. Another £30,000 could perhaps be gained through an application to The Fife Environment Trust. This would still leave a shortfall, if VAT has to be paid.
Mr Rottger confirmed that two planning applications had been submitted for works to the fountain which he believed to still be pending. Cllr Brett would chase the application to ensure its prompt consideration.

Action: Cllr Brett
Once planning permission is in place further action can be taken. There was suggestion that Awards for All could be applied to for the shortfall. Historic Scotland’s intent was to effectively make the fountain “as new”. It would be sent to Glasgow where it was originally made. The repairs would essentially last a lifetime. There was much discussion as to whether this was the right scheme to be spending so much money on. Some CC members felt there were other items the community could benefit from i.e. subsidised bus services, school books, rather than a restored fountain no matter how beautiful it was. Many felt that if work had taken place several years ago when originally raised by the CC, then such an extensive restoration would not now be necessary. Mr Johnston called for a vote on how to proceed. Mr McKiddie felt that the avenues of funding should be pursued first since if they were not successful a debate would be moot. Mrs Hepburn felt strongly that the issue needed to be raised in the Press immediately so that local people knew the situation and could have input. People needed to know that there were restrictions on having a cheaper restoration and whether they wanted the CC to proceed given the £70,000 + pricetag.
Beautiful Wormit and Newport The groups had had a stall at the Rotary Community Event and gained 2 new members. Further meetings had been held and more money donated. Mrs O’Neil explained the full grant, if the application is successful, would arrive in April so the groups were currently running on a shoestring. Bulbs had been purchased for troughs.
Doors Open Day This would take place on Sunday 18th September at 12:45pm at Newport Library and then 2:45pm at Wormit Tennis Club. CC support on the day was requested.
Secretary’s Report and Correspondence
In the Secretary’s absence Mr Rottger gave the Report. Last Monday, Mr Rottger and Cllrs Brett and Caird met with Transport Scotland regarding the closing of the gaps on the A92 (see Appendix 3, point 1). Given the high costs to make the barriers permanent, they were unlikely to be erected this financial year. Signage warning of pedestrians crossing had been agreed, but not signage to warn of slow moving farm vehicles or traffic emerging from Station Brae. A 20mph speed limit around the school would be implemented at the relevant times during the school day.
Planning Matters
See Appendix 2. 

12 Tay Terrace This had received one objection on the basis of loss of privacy and being overshadowed which had now been resolved. 

60 Crosshill Terrace A request had been made that any work take place during reasonable hours, which had been accepted by the applicant.
Treasurer’s Report

The balance of funds stands at £1,550. The grant had arrived and payments had been made for poppies and Blyth Hall rental. 
Councillors’ Reports
Cllr Caird reported : See Appendix 3
3. Japanese Knotwood and Hogweed Mr McKiddie noted there was a problem with hogweed in Wormit. However action could not be taken on Knotweed since it did not pose the same danger to animals or people. Mrs O’Neil clarified that Ian Barbour’s team would only spray affected areas, but would not remove the weakened plants. There were strict rules on the disposal of Japanese Knotweed which the Friends of the Nature Trail had to follow once plants had been treated.
4. Church Noticeboard This would hopefully soon come back from the St. Andrews joiner. 

12. Local Plan Mr McKiddie and 5 other members of the public from Wormit had attended the meeting. Only one of the CC’s objections had been upheld, that to reduce housing on Victoria Park. Cllr Caird reminded the CC that recommendations would go to the Reporter and all concerns would be forwarded on. Cllr Brett commented that projections for housing assumed local needs, but if they were unrealistic then developers would not build what they could not sell. Messrs Rottger and McKiddie stressed that the CC’s argument had been that an increase in housing should be incremental, reflect only a reasonable percentage increase in proportion to the existing community’s size and make use of brownfield sites. This had been dismissed at the meeting.
Kilmany Road Development This would go before the  full Council next week, on 23rd September.
Cllr Brett reported : See Appendix 4
1. Housing and Communities Team Leaders A new team had been appointed.
6. Fatal Road Traffic Accidents on A92 There had been calls in the Press for dualling the carriageway.
10. Community Payback Scheme  Archie Melville is the contact for this scheme.
15. Zolotarevo Mrs Wright asked for more participants for the visit in November.

16. Friends of the Nature Trail The AGM would follow the group walk.
Other Business

Community Council Elections Mr McKiddie noted his sorrow that Colin Markie and Colin Reid had decided not to stand for re-election. Mr Rottger reminded members that nominations needed to be in by 15th September.
Concessionary Rail Travel Mr McKiddie highlighted that those using the Inverkeithing ticket workaround had to ensure the train stopped at Inverkeithing otherwise the tickets were not valid.
Madras Local Development Group See Appendix 3, point 2. Cllr Caird reported back from the meeting: 

The University could not agree to all the conditions put forward. These required full access to the buildings by the community, whereas the proposed use of some University buildings would not. Thus the school would now be in a different location.  Access would be from the St Andrews/Guardbridge road via an unadopted road that would be used by buses etc. There was concern over the effect on wildlife of the new location since some of the woodland would be removed, given the resident badgers, otters, herons and various birds.
The cost to Fife Council would remain the same however (including the roadway) and the University remain committed to the project. Elmwood College had indicated interest in using part of the building. The school would take a cruciform shape and be three storeys high. A photomontage had been produced to illustrate that this would not affect the St Andrews skyline. The design had been put out to 8 tenders. All weather pitches would adjoin the school and there would be 6 courts in an extensive gym hall, with a further all weather pitch. Pitches would still have shared use with the University. 
The new location is still University land that is currently leased to a farmer. The University would buy out the lease from the farmer. Securing this lease could cause some delay and the completion date had now been pushed back. Completion would hopefully be by May 2014 assuming there was no Judicial Challenge. If there was, then the plan would revert to the refurbishment of the Kilrymont campus.
The CC then discussed Cllr Caird’s report. Mrs Hepburn raised concern over this location’s accessibility for those on the West side of St. Andrews. 
Cllr Caird confirmed there would be an on site cafeteria which was welcomed by the CC. However there would not be a swimming pool due to the £8 million cost for such a facility. This did not rule out a future development of one with the University. Heat and power would be shared by the University and school.
Cllr Brett informed the CC that the planning permission in principle process would start in October/November, which would include consultation. There would also consultation on the New Schools Act at the same time. There would be a meeting in Newport and further information would be circulated at the time. Cllr Brett urged the community to be involved in these consultations and submit written comments.
Date of next meeting : Monday, 11th October 2010
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