NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DRAFT
MINUTES OF THE MAY 2010 MEETING

HELD IN THE SMALL BLYTH HALL, NEWPORT, ON MONDAY 10th MAY
Present were:
Mr Stewart McKiddie (Chair), Mrs Isabel Armstrong, Mrs Hilary Cunningham, Mrs Renee Hepburn, Mrs Kate Legg (Secretary), Mr Colin Markie, Mrs Louise O’Neill (Treasurer), Mr Stephen Rottger (Vice Chair), Mrs Margaret Wright
Apologies from:
Mr Nicholas Johnston, Mr Ian Paterson, Mr Colin Reid,
Cllr Maggie Taylor 

In attendance:
Cllr Tim Brett, Cllr Ron Caird
Visitors :
4 members of the public
Mr David Francis, Fife Herald

Chairman’s Remarks

The Chairman welcomed everyone and explained that a young member of the public would be raising some issues during the meeting.
Minutes of the meeting held on 12th April, 2010
The minutes were adopted on the resolution of Mr Stephen Rottger, seconded by Mrs Louise O’Neill.

Matters arising from the Minutes
Newport West Station Sign  Mr McKiddie presented a draft to the CC, noting that permissions were still needed from the illustrator and for the photograph. Once concluded, this will go through to the final design process. Cllr Caird noted some typos on the draft sign.
Fife Doors Open Day 19th September 2010 The ad hoc sub-committee had met and decided on a shorter programme in Newport, though along the lines of last year’s event. Later in the afternoon variously historical events and locations would be covered in Wormit.

Scottish Ministers’ Decision re-Closing of A92 Gaps This would mean a 1½ mile round trip for agricultural vehicles and Mr Rottger had met with interested parties who might appeal the decision. Due to the prohibitive cost of a judicial review it was felt any objections would best be raised through the political process, i.e. to the Minister via our MSP. Mr Rottger believed the important thing was to be consulted over the work carried out. Cllr Brett referred to his point 1, appendix 1 and Mrs Legg to her point 9.
Observations of Member of Public  Martin, a young resident of Newport, had written to Fife Council regarding some of his concerns and suggestions for Newport. Cllr Brett had suggested he present these ideas to the CC. His key concerns were lack of entertainment for young people like himself; public drunk and disorderly behaviour; potholes in roads and uneven pavements; inconsiderate parking outside the Rio Community Centre; positioning of football goalposts on the slope in  Victoria Park. He proposed opening an internet café at the Rio Community Centre to help get young people off the streets. Mr McKiddie noted that several of these concerns were on the CC’s Priorities List and welcomed the interest shown by the member of the public. Several members of the CC drew attention to existing youth programmes run by the Church and the Rio Community Centre for Martin’s age group. Mrs O’Neil particularly pointed to the recent successful Rio Challenge. Cllr Brett and Mr McKiddie stressed that drinking on the street was illegal so if such behaviour was observed it should immediately be reported to the police. Cllr Brett suggested attending the next Police Community Engagement Meeting to raise this particular concern. Cllr Brett thanked him for his concern over potholes as he and Cllr Caird rely on people telling them about such problems so that they can pass the information on. There are numbers available for reporting and you should describe each pothole rather than just give a road name. Mrs Armstrong echoed the concern over parking by the Rio Community Centre’s “No Parking” sign, which forces those with prams onto the road. Mr Rottger agreed that the location of the goalposts was somewhat problematic and suggested other options be explored. Flatter areas of the park more suitable for goalposts may however be less suitable for balls flying around (due to possible damage to houses etc.). Mrs Wright noted that there was already a weekly café running at Manna on a Friday for young people. It was believed that the Rio Community Centre had previously had a internet café and Cllr Caird would explore if it could be revived.
Action: Cllr Caird
Beautiful Newport, Beautiful Wormit and Environmental Matters 
Mrs Hepburn drew the attention of the CC to a large pile of rubble on the Nature Trail side of Beachwood Terrace. Cllr Brett had already chased this up, but the Enforcement Officer had stated that, as this appeared to have been dumped by the landowners themselves and was not on public land, it could not be pursued further. Mrs Hepburn stressed that it was on unfenced land and that an unmade road separated it from the homeowner’s garden. She strongly felt that this was against the idea of improving the local environment and could not see why interventions could be made as in other cases i.e. calling for broken windows to be reglazed/boarded. Cllr Brett believed the difference could be in how public land or council owned property was affected. It was suggested that a direct approach be made requesting removal of the rubble. Mrs O’Neil would talk to the Chairperson of FONT.
Action: Mrs O’Neil

In response to Mr Markie’s plea that various areas be improved, Mr McKiddie stressed that the question was who would step up to make these improvements. Beautiful Newport and Beautiful Wormit had been formed with this in mind and yet had had a disappointing response. Specifics rather than generalities were also needed to be able to actually tackle projects. Mr Markie agreed to join Beautiful Wormit and draw up such a list.
Bridgehead Place  Mr Markie commented that this area still needed improvement. Cllr Brett clarified that the land was owned by Kingdom Housing and they had only committed to improving a strip of land, not the entire area due to the financial costs. Since they had actually done this, he queried the sense in pursuing this further when other areas were in a poor state but their landowners had improved nothing.
Secretary’s Report and Correspondence
1. Letter from Inspector Bruce Thomson, Fife Constabulary Area Inspector, St Andrews and East Neuk – This concerns the impact on the local community of the Open Golf Championship which is to take place in St Andrews from 14th – 18th July. Fife Constabulary will be publishing a Community Impact Assessment (CIA) for the event and the CC will be kept informed.  However, anyone in the community who has, in the past, been adversely affected when the Open was held, should contact Inspector Thomson with any issues they may have, so that these issues can be addressed. He can be contacted by calling 0845 600 5702 or at bruce.thomson@fife.pnn.police.uk .  There is also a copy of a Media Release issued by Fife Constabulary.
2. Removal of Telephony Services and Adoption of Kiosks – A copy of the Fife Council briefing note on the Council’s position.
3. The Association for the Protection of Rural Scotland – Notice of the AGM to be held in East Kilbride on Saturday 22nd May, and a copy of their Spring Newsletter.
4. DD One (formerly Dundee City Centre Action Group) – A letter dated 14th April, which did not arrive until 22nd April informing of a meeting which was held on 20th April. As the main item on the Agenda was Dundee’s Waterfront Project, The Next Stage – Tay Road Bridge Ramps. This would have been of interest to us, but unfortunately the information came too late.
5. Connect – There are 2 copies of this newsletter, produced by the Scottish Health Council to promote Patient Focus and Public Involvement in Scotland.
6. Servite News – A copy of the Servite Housing Association Tenants’ Newsletter.
7. TAYplan – Copies of posters and leaflets to publicise the consultation and information events being held.
8. Fife Development Plan Update Bulletin – The relevant paragraph for us reads:
“We are currently reviewing almost 1,650 comments received to the consultation on the St Andrews & East Fife Local Plan and SEA (including Appropriate Assessment).  It has taken longer than anticipated to deal with the comments submitted to us; consequently, the Council’s responses are expected to be reported to Area Committees in June and August and Planning Committee in September this year.  A request to Scottish Ministers to appoint someone to examine the plan is likely to be made in late 2010.”

The Core Paths Plan is due to be submitted for approval to the Scottish Government in summer 2010.

9. Transport Scotland – We received a copy of the letter sent to Cllr Brett from Transport Scotland informing him that construction works on the closure of the gaps in the A92 are programmed to start in Autumn 2010.  BEAR Scotland has been asked to contact this CC and Cllr Brett to arrange a meeting to discuss the design prior to works starting.

10. Tay Estuary Forum Guided Walk and Tay Boat Trip – Today (10th May) we received notification of this event to be held on Thursday 13th May from 2 – 4.30pm. 

DD One Mrs Legg clarified that this was a private sector led partnership group. Cllr Brett would seek further information regarding the closure and works on the Tay Road Bridge ramps.                                                           Action: Cllr Brett
TAYplan Mrs Legg drew attention to the dates of meetings in the literature circulated last month. Mr McKiddie felt that a CC response was needed and it was agreed that it would be looked at in detail at the June CC Meeting.
Planning Matters
Two new planning applications:
43 West Road - Extension to front.  Neighbour notices had been circulated.
9 Bay Road - Small extension to dwelling and demolition of outbuildings and garage has been approved.
Tay Valley, B946 - Erection of dwelling house and parking area. The house would be on site of existing derelict egg station, though on a slightly different line. Assurances had been given over shrubbery and verge.
37 Kilmany Road - Single storey rear extension to dwelling house has been approved.
Wester Friarton Farm Turbines - Mr Rottger and Cllr Brett were both still seeking the previously requested photomontage from Robert Stirling
Treasurer’s Report

The balance of funds stands at £852.

Mrs O’Neill had received a letter of thanks for the CC’s donation requested by a young man from Newport. She looked forward to his appearance at the CC once his trip was complete. As she will be absent at the AGM which will be held at the beginning of the June meeting, Mrs O’Neill circulated the accounts which will be formally presented at the AGM and invited questions. In response to a question from Cllr Brett, Mrs O’Neill stated that the CC had historically ordered poppy wreaths for various community groups and was reimbursed, but in 2009 the cost of delivery had risen steeply and a delivery charge was made on each wreath, rather than on a single consignment as previously. The seedcorn grants for both Beautiful groups had now reached the accounts. Mrs Legg had received a suggestion to organise a CC stall and encourage people to donate their extra plants in September/October for community use.
Councillors’ Reports
Cllr Brett reported : See Appendix 1
11. Newport Harbour Area This walk, around 3-4 weeks ago, with a Wormit resident had had some positive outcomes.
A member of the public queried the plans for the Newport Hotel. Cllr Brett believed the proposed flats would be internal, not as the result of an extension.

14. TAYplan Cllr Brett urged people to let them know of any big issue, i.e. a potential Dundee bypass to Aberdeen. Ideas needed to be discussed now rather than at the last minute. Mr Rottger wished Newport-on-Tay could be developed along the lines of Broughty Ferry in terms of restaurants etc. However, he admitted that perhaps there was not the economic climate for such ambitions.
7. Tayport to Newport Cycle Path Mrs Legg suggested that as this had been already litterpicked, perhaps a new location could be addressed. Cllr Brett proposed the Braes. Mrs Legg noted Mr Paterson’s repeated request for the hole in the wall there to be fixed. Cllr Caird had followed up on this before, but would do so again.





        Action : Cllr Caird
Mrs Hepburn suggested the Nature Trail for a clearup. Cllr Brett asked that FONT be approached to see what section they would like people’s help with. Mrs O’Neil would speak to FONT but suspected it would not be too bad as they were already regularly litter picking.



     Action : Mrs O’Neill
Bonfires A member of the public queried if bonfires on private land outwith the boundaries of properties were a public danger, given they could easily spread.
Cllr Caird reported : See Appendix 2
1. Travellers’ Site Rubberised material had been being burnt there. Mr Rottger wondered why the Council had asked for the bund to be removed given it helped mask some of the problems. Cllr Caird stated Fife Council run sites did have bunds. Mr Markie believed the bund had posed a danger for the sight line of traffic coming out of the site, hence its removal. He raised concern again over the location of the NATO pipeline. Cllrs Brett and Caird reassured him that this was regularly checked by MoD officials.
6. Pier The plan was to save what was there rather than an entire rebuild straight away.
Rock bolting on B946 at Tay Road Bridge Mr McKiddie requested clarification on the work ongoing here. Cllr Caird stated it was Bridge Board activity to strengthen the bank. Cllr Brett commented further that this was partly to deal with long term problems raised by Mr Paterson regarding the material washed down from here during heavy rain. This had frequently resulted in silt building up in the drains, and causing floods along Tay Street. Mr McKiddie wondered how it would be finished.
Other Business

Zolotarevo Hosts Mrs Wright repeated an earlier request for host families between 3rd July and 2nd August. The students would be away for most of the day and have homework in the evenings. Usually a Community Investment Grant had been secured by the Association, but this had not been available this year. Cllr Brett would investigate what other funding avenues might be available.







         Action : Cllr Brett
Planting Circle at Tay Road Bridge Cllr Caird explained that it would not be planted up with flowers any more, indeed the last planting had only taken place after a struggle. Cutting of grass was now BEAR’s responsibility. Any slope over 5° could not be cut/planted. Mr Markie asked what had happened about automating the process. Cllr Caird believed this had proved too costly to be pursued. It was noted that there appear to be slopes in other areas such as Glenrothes and St. Andrews of a similar gradient, yet still being maintained. The CC felt that as the entrance to Fife from Dundee the area needed to look much less scruffy. Mr McKiddie suggested identifying the other areas and making our displeasure known to the Council. A member of the public suggested pursuing sponsorship for a sign or flowering shrubs.
Falkland Seminar Mr Markie would attend as Mrs Legg was now unable to.

Noticeboards Mr McKiddie had details from Mr Markie and would circulate them once he had examined them.
Chairperson As the next meeting will be the AGM, Mr McKiddie invited nominations for his replacement.
Date of next meeting : Monday, 14th June 2010. This meeting will follow the 2010 Annual General Meeting which will begin at 7.30pm.
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