NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DRAFT
MINUTES OF THE JUNE 2011 MEETING

HELD IN THE SMALL BLYTH HALL, NEWPORT, ON MONDAY 13th JUNE
Present were:
Mrs Hilary Cunningham, Mrs Renee Hepburn, Mrs Kate Legg (Secretary), Mr Ian Paterson, Mrs Caroline Penny, Mr Stephen Rottger (Chair), Mrs Vivien Rough, Mrs Margaret Wright
Apologies from:
Mr Nicholas Johnston (Vice Chair), Mr Stewart McKiddie (Treasurer)
Cllr Ron Caird, Cllr Maggie Taylor 

In attendance:
Cllr Tim Brett
Visitors:
Peter Romaly, Vanessa Stark
2 members of the public 
Mr David Francis, Fife Herald

Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman noted that the annual report of the outgoing Chairman, Stewart McKiddie, showed how much had been achieved during his 2 years in the post. He felt that a lot had been packed in since he had always intended to only serve for 2 years. Mr Rottger was pleased that Mr McKiddie would be staying on the CC.
Minutes of the meeting held on 9th May, 2011
The minutes were adopted on the resolution of Mrs Vivien Rough, seconded by Mrs Hilary Cunningham with the following addendum: p.3 The TayPlan also covers Perth.
Visitors

Boat Brae Building Peter Romaly addressed the CC with his concern over the derelict building next to the jetty and his hopes for its future. He was aware there had been various efforts to do things with the historic building before, including a petition, however it was still rotting away. The website had said some 16 months previously that a planning application was through and the current owners wanted to get the building to an acceptable standard. He was hopeful that the CC could mediate with the owner in a constructive manner to see what the delay could be and if there were alternative options that could be explored i.e. public funding for the restoration in return for some community use of the end product.

Mr Rottger believed that whilst there had been Planning Applications, there had been a problem over window sizes, and felt that the CC could discuss the current situation with the owner.

Cllr Brett had previously spoken with the owner with another concerned member of the public approx.18 months ago and was willing to meet with him again. He noted that in the current financial climate receiving planning approval did not necessarily mean people were able to act on it immediately.

Action: Cllr Brett & Mr Rottger
Fife Council could intervene if the building were dangerous, but this did not appear to be the case yet. A member of the public, Vanessa Stark, offered to find out if there was a Thomas Telford trust that could perhaps be approached.

Fairtrade Town Vanessa Stark from the Newport Peace and Justice Group had been asked by the Fairtrade Forum to discuss Newport becoming a Fairtrade town. To secure this status, a certain number of churches and businesses must agree to serve/stock Fairtrade products. The CC would need to pass a resolution that it would serve Fairtrade items at events. A CC in Renfrewshire was a local example of this. The CC agreed to look over the documentation before making a decision. In principle the CC were not opposed and Mrs Caroline Penny offered to be part of a steering group if this went ahead. Cllr Brett clarified that as it was the Newport, Wormit and Forgan CC, it would be speaking for more than just Newport-on-Tay and Wormit’s status should also be considered. Vanessa Stark would investigate this further.
Matters arising from the Minutes
Kinbrae Park Group The name selected for this group by the primary school, would be “Kinbrae Dream Team”.
Secretary’s Report and Correspondence
Netherlea Hospital Karen Nolan, Locality General Manager, St. Andrews Community Hospital had asked to attend a CC meeting to discuss the “re-organisation of beds”. Mrs Hepburn believed that the intention was to close Netherlea in September because of the facilities available in St. Andrews and Cupar Community Hospitals. Cllr Brett stressed that the decision could not be final yet, as a consultation was required. He would be meeting with Health Board officials this week to discuss the matter and CC representative(s) would be welcome to attend.
Christmas Shopping Event Alison Heywood of the Manna Management Group had presented several ideas for the Christmas shopping season including late night openings. It was noted that previous events had not really taken off with the exception of a children’s crèche which continued to be a great success each year. How the CC could contribute would be discussed at a later meeting. Mr Rottger suggested tying this in with the proposed Businesses Event [like the Organisations Event, but for local businesses].
Insurance The 104 pages of the renewed policy was available for those who wished to read it.

4 Naughton Road  A letter has been sent by Mr McKiddie to the owner of this property.
Information Commissioner’s Office The CC’s registration had been renewed.

Coastal Path to Newburgh Details of the extension of the path through to Newburgh have been made public. It was noted that the proposed route was quite inland in places.

[Mrs Hilary Cunningham left the meeting at 9:01pm]

Invitation to Protection of Rural Scotland AGM
TayPlan This would be published early June for an 8 week consultation period. There would be information evenings at Cupar and St Andrews, see Appendix 2, point 12.
Newport Fountain Restoration There had been a meeting the previous week in the Blyth Hall. It was hoped work could start on 21st June. However this may not give Transportation enough time to arrange the relevant traffic restrictions. The restoration should take 8 weeks and thus complete in September. Mrs Legg would approach the Primary School, if given enough notice, since the P6s had done a project on the restoration a few years ago.
Planning Matters
Mr Rottger reported : See Appendix 1

Items 1-4 were new applications since the previous meeting. Item 4 would be a second wall plaque as the first was now full and attached to a listed building.

11. Mr Rottger read the details of the refusal to the CC. The refusal was in the interests of residents’ amenity. Otherwise it would be detrimental to residents with respect to noise disturbance, under policy H2 of the adopted Tay Coast Plan and policies E2 and E4 of the Finalised St Andrews and East Fife Local Plan. Busy Bees could appeal the decision.

There were now 3 applications pending for the Leng Home (6, 7, 10).
Treasurer’s Report

The figures had been given by the outgoing Treasurer, Mrs O’Neill, during the preceding AGM. The balance of funds stood at £766 on 13th June. The grant would add £976.68 to this in July.
Councillors’ Reports
In Cllr Caird’s absence he did not provide a report, Mr Rottger passed on his apologies

Cllr Brett reported : See Appendix 2
1. There were still major issues to be resolved. This was disappointing but the parties were still talking.

3. This had clearly been a major issue for commuters etc. and the report was quite interesting. Winds reached 106mph at about 2pm.

4. Cllr Brett welcomed the road resurfacing as it was badly needed. It would be outwith school times. William Street in Tayport would be shut thereby causing some problems given it is the main road through Tayport. Further information would be forthcoming. Mr Paterson believed there were other items that needed completion before Tay Street was resurfaced i.e. drainage.
9. The meeting would be in the next couple of weeks. The Wormit Farm PAN may have been removed as it was not necessary, according to the Local Plan.

21. Mrs McDonald had been there, it was believed, for some16 years.

3. In response to questions, Cllr Brett clarified that the new 40mph section was just a very short distance; between the roundabout and the Bridge Access car park. This was because otherwise, technically, traffic could continue at 60mph from the A92. Messrs Paterson and Rottger felt that the 30mph from the end of Tay Street should be extended at least under the Tay Road Bridge. Mr Rottger believed the “access road” should also be 30mph. Mr Paterson reported that the closing of the gaps on the A92 had had an effect on Tay Street. It was busier, with a lot more parking. He believed there was a problem with both speeding and aggressive drivers. Mr Paterson felt that that end of Tay Street did not have sufficient police presence to deter speeding. Cllr Brett suggested Mr Patterson attend the next Community Engagement Meeting so that the police could consider this amongst their priorities list.

4 Bin Scheme Mrs Penny reported that there were several streets that had still not had their green bins [plastics and metal] delivered despite the scheme having commenced the previous month. These were on order. Mrs Hepburn and Mrs Rough noted that it highlighted just how plastic is used and felt it was increasing recycling. Mr Rottger queried how the binmen felt about the changes and Cllr Brett agreed to enquire.
Action: Cllr Brett
Other Business

None.
Date of next meeting : Monday, 11th July 2011
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