NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DRAFT
MINUTES OF THE APRIL 2011 MEETING

HELD IN THE SMALL BLYTH HALL, NEWPORT, ON MONDAY 11th APRIL
Present were:
Mr Stewart McKiddie (Chair), Mrs Hilary Cunningham, Mrs Renee Hepburn, Mr Nicholas Johnston, Mrs Louise O’Neill (Treasurer), Mr Ian Paterson, Mr Stephen Rottger (Vice Chair), Mrs Vivien Rough
Apologies from:  Mrs Kate Legg, Mrs Caroline Penney, Mrs Margaret Wright, 
Cllr Maggie Taylor , Catherine Callard (minutes)
In attendance:
Cllr Tim Brett, Cllr Ron Caird
Visitors :
Mr Paul Doherty (Fife Council Environmental Services) Mr D Collison, Mrs D Collison , Mr  D Barr, Mrs J Hunter and  8 others.
Mr David Francis, Fife Herald

Chairman’s Remarks

The Chairman welcomed everyone. He informed the Council that the regular minute taker Catherine Callard was absent due to a family bereavement. He had conveyed condolences on behalf of the Council. In the absence of Catherine and the Secretary, Kate Legg, the Vice-Chair would endeavour to provide a minute of the meeting.
Fife Council Recycling and Bin Collection (4bins) Scheme

Mr Paul Doherty provided a Presentation of the new scheme scheduled to begin on 18th May.
Fife Council is pressing ahead with a 4Bin scheme with the aim of increasing recycling towards the 75% target set by government for 2025. This will also reduce the volume of landfill disposal which is levied at a rate for each ton of landfill. This tax is increased every year . It currently costs £56 for each ton.
A pilot scheme of six months in Markinch, Strathkinness, West Fife and finally in Glenrothes produced encouraging results. The best recycle rates being 64% and 67%.

An additional green bin will be delivered from mid April in time for the scheme starting in Newport and Wormit with collections on 18th & 19th May. Households will use the blue bin for general refuse under the new system and the existing grey bin will be retained for the paper & cardboard. A small brown ‘caddy bin’ is being provided to contain food waste inside before later transit to the brown bin.
In addition all types of plastic except cling film, together with cans will be deposited in the new green bin.
Explanatory pamphlets with useful bin stickers are being sent to all households and a Public Meeting is being held at the Rio Centre in Newport on 10th May.

Green Bin      Plastic and cans/tins       Collection: every 4 weeks

Brown Bin     Garden Waste , cooked & uncooked food but no liquids – every 2 wks

Grey Bin        Paper and Cardboard      Collection   every 4 weeks

Blue Bin         General waste                 Collection   every 2 weeks

A number of questions emerged from the Community Councillors and the public.

1)    Larger blue bins are available for households with more than 5 or where there are many young children or the medical condition of an occupant requires it.

2)  Where space for bins presents a difficulty (e.g. flats, tenements) arrangements will be made to reduce the number of bins

3)   It hasn’t been found possible to extend the scheme to include glass. Neighbourhood glass recycling sites will continue to be available as present.

4)     A bin amnesty will be in force in case people get it wrong for the first collection.

5)      Grey bins will need to be cleaned in preparation for their new use.

6)      Milk cartons are either paper or plastic depending on the materials used.
Planning Application – Busy Bees Nursery, Tay Street, Newport.
The Vice Chair (Stephen Rottger) advised that he had received a letter on Sunday 10th April from Mr David Collison representing the Neighbour/objectors to the application from Busy Bees seeking removal of the planning condition that restricts the number of children using the rear garden of the nursery at any one time. The letter asked the Community Council to review its stance and to object to the removal of the Condition (3). The objectors recognised that the matter had been discussed at some length in March but in they believe that their letter, provided additional information about the Busy Bees Application to that available in  March.
The letter made the following points:

1) the considerable volume of correspondence on this matter on the Fife Planning website.

2) Fife Council Environmental Services opinion that the application to lift Condition3 be rejected.

3) That the suggested dialogue between the nursery and objectors to find a compromise did not recognise that the arrangement including Condition3 set in 2005 was itself, a compromise.

4) Their support for the suggestion that Fife Council draw up supplementary planning guidance for guidance on Children’s Nurseries.
Stephen Rottger reminded the Council that at its March meeting his recommendation had been accepted, specifically that NWFCC would make a comment to Fife Planning and urging them to ascertain what the lifting of Condition3 would mean in practice, specifically :-
1) how many children it is intended to be in the garden at any one time?

2) at what times?

3) The type of activity – organised or not

4) The level of outdoor supervision.

The Council had adopted a ’neutral’ stance, neither supporting nor objecting to the Busy Bee application.
The Chair invited Mr Collison to reiterate his points and these were supported by Mrs Collison.

Community Councillors made a number of comments and observations and stated their understanding of the objector’s points but recognised the difficulty in reconciling the two positions.
1) concerns were expressed that Busy Bees had, by their own admission, not strictly adhered to Condition3 of their planning permit.

2) It was noted that other nurseries (in Dundee) that didn’t have extensive garden facilities nevertheless managed to stay in business and take children for activities in public spaces.

3) the success and popularity of Busy Bees and the benefit to the local community were noted.

Cllrs Brett and Caird  who could not comment on the substance of the application or the arguments, confirmed that the application would be considered by the NE Fife Area Planning Sub-Committee.

In view of the request of objectors and the comments of Community Councillors, the Chair after consultation with the Vice Chair called for a vote on whether NWFCC should change its stance on the application.

There were 5 votes to maintain the ‘neutral’ position with 3 against.

Appeal to Ministers Wormit Housing Development Stuart Milne Homes and Turley & associates

The Chair recognised Mrs Jean Hunter.

Mrs Hunter as Resident Objector to the Stuart Milne Application for Wormit had received notification of the form of Inquiry to be held in public. She hoped that NWFCC would continue their opposition to the planned development.
Such inquiries examine the process under which the application was considered and the following matters:- 

1) Has sufficient land been zoned for Housing in the vicinity by the Local Authority?

2) Was there a shortfall in the assessment?

3) The strategic implications for the City of Dundee.

4) Urban form and function.

5) Sufficient road access.

6) Assessment of the accessibility to Public Transport.

7) Impact on the environment and land use.

It seemed likely that the public sessions would take place in June at a venue in Newport or Wormit. 

The Community Council as the principal objector to the original planning application would be represented and would provide evidence to the Reporter.
Minutes of the meeting held on 14th March, 2011
It was agreed that the minute should in future if possible, name members of the public who made submissions to meetings.

In the minute; Mrs C Craig made submissions for Busy Bees and Mrs D Collison made submission as a neighbour.
The minutes were adopted on the resolution of Stephen Rottger seconded by Hilary Cunningham.
Matters arising from the Minutes
Waterston Crook

The Chair reported that a Users group was to be formed with the task of increasing the use of the facilities at Waterston Crook.

Viv Rough was approved as NWFCC’s representative on the group.

Recycling Skips site in Wormit.

For a temporary period skips would sited in the Taybridge Halt Car Park. Discussions to find a permanent arrangement were ongoing.
Secretary’s Report and Correspondence
In the Secretary’s absence this was presented by Mr Rottger.
A92 Dual Carriageway – closure of cross carriageway turns.
Transport Scotland issued the order on 5th April 2011. Closure will follow soon.

Kilmany Road – Stuart Milne Development Application

Developer has appealed to Scottish Ministers. The Chair and the Secretary had submitted a further letter of objection to the development.
Amended scheme for Establishment of Community Councils

The most significant amendments include lowering the minimum age to 16 years and extending the term of office of councils to 4 years instead of 3.

Planning Matters

New Applications:-
1) Leng Home, Kirk Rd, Newport – formation of 3 serviced plots for houses. (alteration to Outline Planning Permission)

2) 7 Beechwood Terrace west, Newport – subdivision to 2 flats and erection of a double garage.

3) 78 Bay rd, Wormit – House alterations and extension incl extension to existing garage and installation of roof lights.

4) 23 Albert Cres. Newport – Erection of house. (outline PP already granted)

5) 19 Riverside Rd, Wormit – erection of a garage and domestic workshop ext. to house.

Treasurer’s Report

The balance of funds stands at £1,186. Spending commitments not yet paid of £238.
The Treasurer reminded the Council that the annual grant now stands at £941.

The Council had spent £1500 in the year to 31st March and was therefore overspending. In her view, consideration of future fund raising efforts might be necessary.

Councillors’ Reports
Cllr Caird reported : See Appendix 1
Cllr Brett reported : See Appendix 2
Date of next meeting : Monday, 9th May 2010
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