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June 2011

bird news

‘Ne’er cast a cloot ‘til May is oot!’ Wise words. May has been a real mixed bag and this year went out like a lion! Winds up to 90mph gusted over the reserve in the last week and played havoc with trees and their occupiers. A tough week to fledge!
The reserve has been a buzz with the sound of warblers and other breeders, its been a good month for noting breeding behaviour. The mudflats may be quiet but the reedbeds, grassland and hedges are anything but. Here is May’s highlights.

Over at the Goosepools its all breeding 3 pairs of Lapwing, 10 territories of Sedge warbler, 6 pairs of Reed bunting and 4 pairs of Coot were involved on 13th. A single Grasshopper warbler and 9 Swift there on the same day. Offshore were 2 Red throated divers, 9 Kittiwake and 2 Little gulls on 13th also.

Over at Outhead were a pair of Wheatear, a pair of Ringed Plover with a nest and several Sedge warbler and Meadow pipit pairs some with young fledged.

Over at the Motray Water on 16th was a single Whitethroat and 2 pairs of Willow warbler. In the papermill pond were 12 Tufted duck. 7 Long tailed tits and 14 Swift there on 24th.

Up the River Eden were 3 Goosander, 2 pairs of Garden warbler, 2 singing Blackcap and 2 pairs of Whitethroat, one with a nest and a rare spot of a pair of GS Woodpeckers displaying all on 17th. 

Up at Kincaple Den on 27th were single Whitethroat, Blackcap and an adult GS woodpecker with 1 juvenile in tow.

Over on Edenside 2 GC Grebes were mooching about up to 15th. 18 Black tailed Godwit on 7th. A whoppong 17 Whimbrel on 8th, and these birds have been prevalent all month. A single male Ruff on 9th along with 8 Goosander. A pair of Peregrine on 10th and 2 Goldeneye on 15th. 2 Scaup 19th-23rd and 13 Bar taile godwit on 23rd. Single Peregrine on 27th and a Trees sparrow on 29th.
Over at the Eden Centre single Little Grebe on 21st, single Common sandpiper on 19th and single Arctic skua on 17th. Little gull on 12th. 13 Housemartin on 24th. A Garden warbler singing on 12th. A single Osprey sighted on number of occasions through month and a nice male Marsh Harrier on 12th.

Young Shelduck, Mallard and our nesting Blue tit at the centre are all welcome June records...good luck to them all!
Bird Of the Month
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Marsh Harrier
The largest of the harriers with distinctive V wing profile in flight and lack of white on rump. A very attractive and impressive bird found mainly around reedbeds and marshes. This is an important bird for the reserve and its presence demonstrates the relationship between the Tay and Eden estuaries. Last record was female on airfield on 22nd August 2010. A nice spot of a male on 12th May 2011 from the Eden centre.
eden centre

· New lock system.This is in operation at all times now. For the code please inform visitors that the number is on a recorded answer on 07985 707593.
· Please close the door behind you at all times.
· Closure: The centre will be closed on 5th and 6th June for repainting.

reserve news.
· Visitor Handbook: A handbook with tide tables, Bird Report and an Eden bird checklist is available from the Eden Centre and the ranger priced £2. 
· West Sands Management Plan: A public consultation at Burgh Chambers St Andrews on 13th June at 7pm. Have your say!
· Volunteer Day: Come along and murder some Tree Lupin on 29th June at 1pm. Meet West Sands coach park.

· Fife Coast and Countryside Trust Events: 2011 events leaflet is now available in centre and online on the FCCT website.

· Donations: The reserve can receive donations, all money goes back into the centre and reserve. Drop it into the door slot or pass to the ranger. Thanks!
Alec Watt: The reserve is wishing to have a wee ‘thank you’ do Friday 10th June 4pm-6pm at the Eden Centre. All welcome.







Ranald Strachan: Fife Ranger Service: 07985 707593: Ranald.Strachan@fifecountryside.co.uk


