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bird news

Happy new year folks!!
2011 has come in with a slow thaw leaving the reserve icy some days and mild on others. Generally the feeding situation has improved for the birds after last month’s severity. The weather has had an effect on the wildlife which has been far more mobile and visible than usual. We have had some increase in bird losses due to land predators. All in natural expectation. Here is December’s highlights.

Geese numbers have been fluctuating with the weather, 3600 Pinks on 3rd and 420 Greylag on 7th were among the counts.

Out at the Goosepools on 1st were 22 Woodcock, 27 Long tailed tits, 1 Godcrest and 6 GBB Gulls. On the 9th were 7 Snipe, 3 Stonechat, 13 Linnet and a single Twite, offshore were 113 Common scoter. In Reres Wood on 9th were 8 Woodcock, 2 Treecreeper, 2 hunting Kestrel and 3 Great spotted Woodpeckers. 4 Siskin there on 17th. On the WeBS on 18th present at the Goosepools were 399 Grey plover and a whopping 3039 Dunlin and 233 Bar tailed Godwit.
Along the north shore on 13th was an unconfirmed ‘harrier’ spot, convinced in the brief view had it was a Marsh harrier...Next time maybe! There on 18th were 8 Greenshank.
Over in Balgove bay wildfowl numbers have been good 408 Shelduck and 308 Wigeon along with 15 LB Brent, 16 Pintail and 329 Lapwing on 18th.

Up on Edenside were 3 Snipe and 2 Woodcock on 1st a Greenland Whitefronted goose on 2nd, 3 Mistle Thrush on 3rd. A great spot of 2 male Pochard on 6th along with a Slavonian grebe. Out on the 11th were 15 Tufted duck, 4 Twite and a White cheeked pintail escapee. A nice pair of Gadwall on 12th and a single female Merlin hunting on the same day.

On 19th at Edenside were 9 Bambling and on 24th 2 Peregrine and 5 Goosander. On 25th a cracking count of 1800 Knot in the inner estuary, very unusual. However good counts of Knot all month in outer estuary.
Over at the Eden Centre a Common scoter and single Jack snipe on 1st, unusual Little grebe present all month with 4 on 11th, 23 LB Brent on 8th. 25 Tufted duck on 8th. 18 Goldfinch on 3rd, 45 Fieldfare on 7th and 4 Bullfinch on 9th. Yellowhammer on 22nd and Brambling present on feeders all month.
Up the river were 31 Whooper swans on 13th and again on 31st.

reserve news.
· Eden Centre: A new padlock system will be brought in for weekend access in the coming weeks. This will operate similar to the Evans Hide (combination lock). Further details will be made available. The centre car park is treacherous at the moment, please be careful!
· Visitor Handbook: A new handbook with tide tables, copy of the Bird Report and an Eden Estuary bird checklist is available from the Eden Centre and the ranger priced £3. A great handbook for regulars and visitors alike. All money goes back into the reserve.

· Severe Weather: A permit ban has been in place since 10th Dec, the conditions have improved however please could all reserve visitors exercise a low impact approach. The birds are still recovering from last months weather!

Bird of the Month
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Woodcock
Scolopax rusticola

Often termed the ‘Snipe of the Woods’ this pigeon sized wader is virtually nocturnal in habit and is an extremely elusive bird to spot, not a rare bird by any means however the numerous daytime sightings during December as a result of the severe winter conditions make this bird a significant indicator of the stress faced by birds at this time of year. For a bird rarely seen 22 recorded along the south side of Reres Wood on 1st speaks for itself. These birds have been noted all around the estuary and in open ground which is not usual habit. They are very susceptible to blanket snow and ice and have had a hard time of late.
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