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Thursday, 30 September 2010

For immediate release

Doors Opened Successfully in Fife 2010

Doors Open Days celebrated its 20th anniversary this year. Over 920 doors opened right across Scotland this month and 70 of those were in Fife. 

Over the course of three weekends Fife’s event organisers and volunteers gave up their time and opened doors to churches, police stations, fire stations, museums, towers and town halls, caves, colleges and crematoriums. They offered guided walks and historical tours and answered numerous questions. 

On Tuesday evening (28 September) Councillor Frances Melville, Provost of Fife, hosted a Civic Reception to thank all those who helped make Doors Open Days - Fife 2010 a continuing success.

Councillor Melville said: ”The annual Doors Open Days event offers the perfect opportunity to showcase Fife, it’s historic buildings, ancient churches and picturesque countryside. It’s a wonderful chance for visitors and locals to explore the area, learn about Fife’s rich heritage and discover its hidden gems”.

“My thanks, as always, go to the heritage and preservation trusts, historic societies, the owners of all the properties, and Kirkcaldy Civic Society who help Fife Council with the organisation of this event. Thanks and appreciation also go to the many volunteers, for without their help Doors Open Fife would not be possible”.

Doors Open Days holds surprises for everyone and offers glimpses into worlds not normally on view. Over 650 visitors were stunned by the gleaming wall of gold in Kirkcaldy’s Coptic Orthodox Church which opened its doors for the first time this year.  People lined up to get finger-printed at the local nick, and guided tours of Dunfermline and Kirkcaldy crematoriums gave a sensitive and informative behind-the-scenes insight.

Doors Open Days never fails to impress and it shows how pleased local people are to share their knowledge, show off their spaces and buildings, and how interested the people of Fife are of their wonderful heritage.

ENDS

Notes to Editors:

· Doors Open Days is co-ordinated for Fife by the Council’s Development Services in partnership with a number of local societies.
Picture Caption: Cllr. Frances Melville, Provost of Fife, with volunteers and organisers of Doors Open Days Fife 2010 attending Civic Reception in Dunfermline City Chambers.
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