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bird news

Aye, its been snowing! Quite a bit actually. It’s 1st December and we are knee deep in the stuff. November has certainly brought winter with a white veil. Ice flows are a nice water feature at the Eden centre and the snow has increased all bird activity, great for spotting, not so great if you are a hungry bird! Geese numbers are high with Pinks, Greylags and LB Brent all using the estuary at present. With around 5000 Pinkfooted geese and 200 Greylag roosting most nights. Here’s November’s highlights.

Over at the Goosepools on 7th were 32 Ringed plover, 174 Sanderling, 11 Long tailed duck and a single male Stonechat. On the 12th 3 Slavonian grebe and 6 Whooper swan. On 24th were 7 Snipe and a Red throated diver.

At Reres Wood on 1st Dec were 22 Woodcock, 27 Long tailed tit and a single Goldcrest.

On the airfield were 60 Waxwing on 11th, 6 Grey partridge on 13th and a male Peregrine on 19th. 3 Woodcock flushed there on 30th. 300+ Waxwing were spotted at Leuchars village on 14th.

Over in Balgove bay were 308 Wigeon, 132 Teal and 16 lovely Pintail on 17th. On 18th were 406 Shelduck, 15 LB Brent and 79 Golden plover. Out on the WeBS count on 18th were 3846 Dunlin, 628 Lapwing, 265 Bar tailed godwit, 463 Grey plover, 92 Knot, 5 Rock pipit and a single Merlin and a single Sparrowhawk. 

Up at the Coble Pools were 2 Moorhen and a Short eared Owl hunting on 18th.

Along at Kincaple Den were 12 Long tailed tits, 35 Fieldfare and a Sparrowhawk on 8th.

Up on Edenside this month were 2 Goldcrest on 14th, 7 Whooper swan on 21st. On 27th were 4 Slavonian grebe, 6 Snipe and a Mistle thrush. 2 Woodcock on 1stDec.

Up at the Eden Centre 4 Little grebe on 2nd, 13 Whooper swan on 7th, a great 4800 Greylag reported on 22nd. A single Scaup on 2nd along with 26 Goldeneye and 13 Greenshank. 270 Black tailed godwit on 24th along with 2 GS Woodpeckers. 7 Redwing on 29th and 3 Bullfinch on 16th. 

A lovely male Brambling at the centre on 1st December saw out a busy birding month....as the weather grips good luck to them all!

.

reserve news.
· Eden Centre: The centre will be closed on 
25th/26th Dec and 1st/2nd Jan. 

At other times the centre will try to open in poor weather, however if in doubt call ranger to check.

· Outhead Road: The Outhead road will be closed to vehicles as of 13th Dec.

Bird of the Month
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Brambling

Fringilla montifringilla

This handsome and remarkably coloured finch is no rarity but is a real treat on a sharp winters day.A Scandinavia and Siberian breeder.

Similiar in size and appearance to a Chaffinch but when studied a little closer it reveals its white rump and underside, rust blush chest and tortoiseshell back. Quite a cheeky seed eater and will often be found under the feeders hoovering up crumbs. Up to 1.8 million birds over winter in UK and a scarce but regular winter visitor to the reserve. 1 at the centre on 1st Dec.

A lovely Christmas visitor to cheer up the short cold days.

Merry Christmas to All


A sincere thank you to all the recorders, volunteers and reserve visitors for your support over 2010. Your records, time, visits and donations are truly appreciated. 


As we say goodbye to the Year of Biodiversity 2010 and head for unsettled times in 2011 the ranger service will do all it can to protect and provide for the reserve, please keep supporting us and the reserve. Things may get tough in 2011, things may change but the nature and wildlife of the estuary will still be there to bring us benefit and pleasure and hopefully our respect and consideration. 


Ignore the ‘austerity’ eat pies, drink and be merry:


‘Better to light a candle than to curse the dark!’


I wish you all a jolly  Christmas! 


-Ranald Strachan
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