NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DRAFT
MINUTES OF THE 2009 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

HELD IN THE SMALL BLYTH HALL, NEWPORT, ON MONDAY 8TH JUNE   2009
Present were:
Mr John Dott (Chair), Mrs Renee Hepburn, Mr Nicholas Johnston, Mrs Kate Legg (Secretary), Mr Colin Markie, Mr Stewart McKiddie, Mrs Louise O’Neill (Treasurer), Mr Ian Paterson, Mr Colin Reid,

        Mr Stephen Rottger (Vice Chair) and Mrs Margaret Wright
Apologies from:
Mrs Isabel Armstrong, Cllr Ron Caird and Cllr Maggie Taylor 

In attendance:
Cllr Tim Brett who took the chair.
Visitors :
        Mrs Kate Hughes, Fife Council
Minutes of the 2008 Annual General Meeting
The minutes were adopted on the resolution of Mr Markie, seconded by Mr Rottger.

Chairman’s Report for 2008-2009
Mr Dott, delivering his last report as Chairman, thanked everyone for the support they had given during the year, particularly those who have been involved with drawing up and co-ordinating the Community Council Priorities List, some of which had been completed while others were still in hand.  He was particularly pleased that work on the refurbishment of Coronation Garden had been completed, and thanked all those who had attended the official re-opening of the garden, giving special mention to the representatives of the youth organisations who were there.  He thanked the two Councillors for their assistance, and Mrs Kate Hughes for all the work she had done to bring the project to completion.
Mr Dott expressed his appreciation of the new bus service to Ninewells Hospital, having had personal experience of the convenience of the new service.  He also noted the benefits of the amplified sound system which had been in use at recent meetings.

Finally, he wished the members of the Community Council and the elected Councillors well for the future as he relinquished the position of Chairman.
Audited Accounts for 2008-2009
The Treasurer, Mrs O’Neill presented the audited accounts for 1st April 2008 to 31st March 2009. In answer to a question from Cllr Brett asking why the CC pays tax, Mrs O’Neill replied that we were liable for tax on any interest that was accrued.  Mrs O’Neill explained that some money had been spent on new flower tubs, and that the level of donations made by the CC was higher than in the previous year.  Money that had been set aside for the Blyth Hall flagpole was no longer needed, but it was felt that it should be spent on something for the hall.  The cost of taking copies of the photographs of past provosts of Newport, which are currently held in St Andrews, and having these mounted and framed for display in the Blyth Hall is being investigated.
The accounts were adopted on the resolution of Mr Stephen Rottger, seconded by Mr Ian Paterson.

Election of Office Bearers for 2009-2010
Councillor Brett invited nominations.  Nominations were :
Chairman : Mr Stewart McKiddie, proposed by Mrs O’Neill seconded by Mr Rottger.
Vice-Chairman : Mr Stephen Rottger, proposed by Mr McKiddie seconded by Mrs O’Neill

Hon. Treasurer : Mrs Louise O’Neill, proposed by Mr Rottger seconded by Mr Paterson.

Hon. Secretary : Mrs Kate Legg, proposed by Mrs O’Neill seconded by Mrs Wright.

There being only one nominated candidate for each position, all the nominees were declared duly elected.

Closure of Meeting
Cllr Brett thanked all the members of the Community Council for being supportive of the Fife Councillors in giving advice and passing on issues for their attention.  He congratulated this Community Council on the innovative work which it does. 
There followed a presentation to Mr John Dott on his retiral from the Community Council.  In making the presentation, Mrs O’Neill expressed her pleasure in working with John and her appreciation of his ability to get things done during the 15 years of his chairmanship of the Community Council.  She recalled his many years of service to his local community which began with his work as a local chemist, pioneering home delivery; his long term involvement with the Scouts and the Rotary, of which he was a founder member; his service to the Forgan Trust and the Rio and also to the wider community when he was an elected member of North East Fife District Council for four years.  She praised his commitment to preserving the heritage of Newport, Wormit and Forgan and putting that at the centre of his work with the Community Council.  As Chairman, he welcomed new members with friendship and advice and chaired meetings with patience and good humour.  On behalf of everyone involved with the Community Council, Mrs O’Neill thanked John for his exceptional service to the local community and wished him and his wife, Hazel, well for the future.   
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