NEWPORT, WORMIT AND FORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DRAFT
MINUTES OF THE APRIL 2010 MEETING

HELD IN THE SMALL BLYTH HALL, NEWPORT, ON MONDAY 12th APRIL
Present were:
Mr Stewart McKiddie (Chair), Mrs Hilary Cunningham, Mrs Renee Hepburn, Mrs Louise O’Neill (Treasurer), Mr Colin Reid, Mr Stephen Rottger (Vice Chair)
Apologies from:
Mrs Isabel Armstrong, Mr Nicholas Johnston, Mrs Kate Legg, Mr Colin Markie, Mr Ian Paterson, Mrs Margaret Wright
Cllr Maggie Taylor 

In attendance:
Cllr Tim Brett, Cllr Ron Caird
Visitors :
Heather Gibson, Celebrating Fife 2010 (Fife Council)
Mr David Francis, Fife Herald

Chairman’s Remarks

The Chairman welcomed everyone and passed on Mrs Isabel Armstrong’s thanks to Cllr Caird for the meeting with Maryton residents. He then introduced Heather Gibson from Fife Council to talk about Celebrating Fife 2010.
Celebrating Fife 2010
Ms Gibson outlined the various funding available through Celebrating Fife 2010. This takes the form of two basic strands: 1) Extravaganza i.e. parades, galas, festivals etc.; 2) Community Spirit. Events and projects should fit one of seven themes: Theatre, dance and visual arts, Music and literature, Heritage and identity, Natural and built environment, Sports and action, Food, Festivals and galas. Funding is in kind rather than covering 100 per cent of a project. Applications were particularly encouraged from the Newport area. These could take place any time until December 2010, but the applications have to be completed by the end of June. Thus the application process should be started by May. Projects should have a specific link to 2010. If existing projects they can be amended to have a tie-in unique to 2010. Ms Gibson will meet with applicants and talk them through their application and help tailor projects towards the Celebrating Fife 2010 themes.

Minutes of the meeting held on 8th March, 2010
The minutes were adopted on the resolution of Mrs Louise O’Neill, seconded by Mr Stephen Rottger.

Matters arising from the Minutes
Newport West Station Sign Mr McKiddie reported that funding forms had been passed onto Kate Hughes and Mairi Shiels had completed a draft. This would be discussed by a sub-committee. It would then be brought before the full CC. Cllr Caird noted that another name needed to be added to the sign.
Action : Mr McKiddie

Memorial to the Victims of the 1879 Tay Rail Bridge Disaster Mrs Legg, Mr McKiddie and Mairi Shiels had attended a meeting to discuss this project. One of the aims of the project is to recognise the twenty or so victims who have no memorial. Hopefully funding would also allow a plaque on the Wormit side. Cllr Caird suggested utilising in some way a still from a film which showed the Wormit box. Mr McKiddie noted that a local playwright was willing to revive his play about the disaster.
Beautiful Fife Mrs O’Neill and Mrs Legg had set up two bank accounts for the new Beautiful Wormit and Beautiful Newport groups. Beautiful Wormit currently had 3 volunteers. Mr McKiddie suggested that information on the groups be moved to a news item on the website rather than as a download to encourage more interest.
Action : Mr Johnston
Mr McKiddie had also double checked the terms of grants following Mr Paterson’s request at the last meeting for non-floral enhancement to be included. “Environmental responsibility” is indeed included in the list which covers what the grants can be used for, along with environmental management, street furniture, removal of graffiti etc.
Police Community Engagement Meeting Mr Rottger enquired if attendance had improved at the Newport meetings. Cllr Brett confirmed it had and referred to appendix 2, point 4.
Secretary’s Report and Correspondence
In the Secretary’s absence this was presented by Mr Rottger.
Scottish Ministers’ Decision re-Closing of A92 Gaps – The Scottish Ministers have decided that both gaps should be closed, in spite of the fact that the Reporter recommended that the Inverdovat junction should remain open, although he did recommend that the Station Brae junction be closed.  We have been sent a copy of the report and a summary of the Minister’s decision (copy with the Vice Chair).
Mr Rottger asked the CC's views on whether the decision on Inverdovat junction should be pursued further. Following discussion it was felt that the CC should push for input in signage and implementation of the decision by Transport Scotland. Cllr Brett had already written to Transport Scotland requesting CC input. Mr Rottger was asked to approach other interested parties to seek their views.
Action : Mr Rottger

The Association for the Protection of Rural Scotland – An acknowledgement of the CC’s membership fee along with a copy of their latest newsletter.  Mrs O’Neill confirmed that a Gift Aid Declaration was not appropriate.
Community Council Grant Application Form – I have passed this to the treasurer so that it can be submitted following the CC AGM.

BT’s Proposals for Removal of Telephony Service/Adoption of Kiosks – a further letter from Fife Council Local and Community Services with a briefing note on Fife Council’s position on this, which is to object to the removal of the service and decline the invitation to adopt.  Essentially, Fife Council wishes us to allow the Council to inform BT that we were not making an informed decision when we offered to adopt the Wormit box, as we did not take into account BT’s desire to remove the telephony equipment, which Fife Council feels is important to the local community. It was felt by the CC that this was probably a generic letter as other communities had expressed concern over the removal of telephone boxes. However it was agreed that the CC would agree to Fife Council’s request.
Campaign Against Charges And Cuts – We have received a copy of an article which sets out CAC’s views regarding Fife Council’s social work services budget. Mrs O’Neill expressed concern over reports that grocery collection and delivery would cease. Cllr Brett felt it was the CC's prerogative if they wished to become involved> However it would mean becoming drawn into a political issue.  Mr McKiddie suggested that if members wished to respond, it would be better that they do so as private individuals rather than CC representatives. 
Community Council Support Working Group – A copy of the minute of the meeting of this group on 11th March. Mr Rottger reported that the next meeting would be in June and would look at the formula of grants including the issue of hall rental discussed in previous CC meetings.
Fife Council Community Grants Scheme – Fife Council has approved two Seedcorn Grants, each in the sum of £150 to the groups, Beautiful Newport and Beautiful Wormit which have been set up by the Secretary and the Treasurer.

Request for Funding from the CC – We have received a letter from a young man in Newport who is seeking funding for his World Challenge trip to Zambia. The CC agreed that he would receive a donation and be asked to report back at a later meeting.
Action : Mrs O’Neill and Mr Rottger

Scale of Planning Fees – A copy of the new planning fees which took effect from 1 April 2010.

TAYplan Strategic Development Planning Authority – An email informing us that the Environmental Report (SEA) will be available for view and comment between 30/03/10 and 02/07/10 at :

http://tayplan-sdpa-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/sdp/er Mr McKiddie gave the CC details of a username and password to look at the website.
Fife Elderly Forum Executive – A copy of the March newsletter

Instilling Pride in your Community Through Environmental Improvement – An invitation to attend this seminar on Wednesday, 19th May in Falkland Community Hall, 10am – 3.30pm.  Can I have names of anyone interested in attending, as I need to send a reply? 
Strategic Development Plans in Scotland – A leaflet “The Way Forward” is available, explaining these plans.

TAYplan Main Issues Report – This Report is now available (copy with the Vice Chair) and the consultation period runs from 12th April 2010 until 2nd July 2010.  Leaflets have been issued giving details of Information Events which have been organised.  Local Events take place in Dundee on 4th May, Cupar on 12th May, St Andrews on 18th May and again Dundee on 8th June.

Communication from Zolotarevo Twinning Committee – Accommodation is being sought for the two young men who will be visiting Newport on the exchange scheme this summer, from early July until early August. Mr Rottger explained that evening activities would be arranged by the Committee and that accommodation would not be for the whole month. 
Planning Matters

Wormit Development Pre-Determination Hearing Mr Rottger, Mr McKiddie and Mrs Legg attended and Mr Rottger presented the CC's response. Mrs Jean Hunter spoke on behalf of the Keep Wormit Rural group. The outcome of the meeting is summarised in Appendix 2, point 5.
There were three planning matters.

9 Bay Road - Small extension to dwelling and demolition of outbuildings and garage has been approved.
Tay Valley, B946 - Erection of dwelling house and parking area. Mr Rottger would find out further details on whether this was a retrospective application.
37 Kilmany Road - Single storey extension to dwelling house.

Wester Friarton Farm Turbines - Mr Rottger had posted a comment from the CC on the Fife Council Plannning website, making clear that a photo montage was still awaited but that the CC was “not opposed to the concept”. Cllr Brett had been chasing Robin Stirling for the promised photo montage. Mr McKiddie felt that the CC needed the photo montage to make an informed decision.
Treasurer’s Report

The balance of funds stands at £1,130.00.

Mrs O’Neill noted that the final cost of the Organisations Event was £114.
Councillors’ Reports
Cllr Caird reported : See Appendix 1
1. Comfort Scheme Mr Reid asked if there would be signage to make it clear Manna was offering this service. Cllr Brett felt this would be a good idea and noted that Waterstone Crook looked likely to also be approved for the scheme.
5. Road Resurfacing Mrs Hepburn noted that though there were more parking spaces now in Blyth Street,  they were narrower than before, causing some problems for those with children or for the elderly. She was pleased that the disabled bays did now have cross hatching.   However it was needed on both sides. Cllr Caird stated he would discuss these issues with Dave Smeaton.
Action : Cllr Caird

7.  Madras College Relocation Mr Rottger welcomed the current progress
8. Maryton Meeting Cllr Brett had been unable to attend this. He and Mr McKiddie were pleased that the meeting had gone well.
Cllr Brett reported : See Appendix 2
7. Naughton to Bay Road Lighting Mr McKiddie welcomed the installation of this lighting which was on the priorities list.

4. Policing Plan Cllr Brett circulated the policing plan and noted that there had been a reduction in serious crime.

6. Network Rail Graffiti Cllr Brett had now been informed that this was not being removed from the huts since they were due to be demolished!
9. Greenspace Event Cllr Brett has further information for those interested. Newport and Wormit rated well due to the number of parks within them.
10. Dundee Wind Turbines Cllr Caird noted that these would be bigger or equal in size to those at the Michelin factory.
8. Tayport/Newport Litterpicking Cllr Brett was waiting to hear back from Cllr Taylor on whether the Payback squad would be involved.

Public Notices & Newspapers The Scottish Government had now decided not to pursue the option discussed at last month’s CC meeting.
Other Business

Fife Doors Open Day Mr McKiddie, Mrs Hepburn and Mrs O’Neill were keen to repeat the success of last year’s guided walk. Feedback had particularly praised the guide Mairi Shiels. Decisions needed to be made before 30th April for printed literature. Mr McKiddie highlighted there had been problems with places that were supposed to be open, not actually being available on the day. Mrs Hepburn suggested changing the route this year.
Streetlights Mrs Hepburn informed Cllr Brett that several streets had been without streetlamps for over a week in Newport, and from West Road to St Fort Road.
West Road Garden This had returned to an unkempt state. Mrs Hepburn would be willing to undertake some maintenance of it under the Beautiful Newport scheme.
Yellow Line Painting Mr Reid noted that the new double yellow lines on the High Street were being ignored near the chipshop. Mr Rottger thought a parking space had been lost to longer lines there. Mr Reid also commented that the new lines had not been properly joined to the old ones at the bottom of James Street where the new and old tarmac areas meet.
Mr Rottger stated that parking on the bend at the top of James and Queen Street had prevented the bus getting through and the police had been called out. He felt double yellow lines were surely needed there. 
Date of next meeting : Monday, 10th May 2010
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